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THE RUSTLER\WAR

By PHILIP J. RASCH*
The destruction in 1880 of the gang of cattle and horse
thieves led by the notorious Lincoln County rustlers and
murderers, Jessie J. Evans,! and Billy the Kid 2 did not automatically restore peace and quiet to the stockmen of New
Mexico. In spite of the publicity these outlaws received, they
were relatively small time operators whose 'destruction was
comparatively easily encompassed once a few determfned
citizens set their minds to it. The banditti led by John Kinney, 3 however, were another kettle of fish. Today their very
names are all but forgotten, but in their prime they were so
formidable that it became necessary for the Territory to
mobilize its militia and to conduct a veritable war against
them. Compared with their operations, those of Evans and
of the Kid appear relatively unimportant. 4
As early as December, 1881, Lieutenant Colonel George
A. Forsyth, Fourth Cavalry, commanding Fort Cummings,
• The writer is indebted to Miss Ruth Rambo. Librarian. Museum of New Mexico; Dr.
Myra' Ellen Jenkins, Senior Archivist. New Mexico State Records Center and Archives.
and Mrs. India S. Moore, Historical Secretary, Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, for
their assistance in collectin"g the data for this paper.
1. Rasch. l'hilip J .• "The StOry of Jessie J. Evans," Panhandle-Plains Historical
Review: 33:108-121 (1960); "The Mystery of George Davis," English Westerners Brand
Book. 4 :2-5, (July. 1962).
2. Rasch. Philip J,., "Keys to the Puzzle of Billy the Kid,'~ English Westerners Brand
Book. 4:n.p. (De'cember. 1957-January. 1958). and "And One Word More," Chicago
Westerners Brand Book. 18 :41-42 (August. 1961).
'
S. Rasch. Philip J .• "John Kinney-King of the Rustlers," English Westerners Brand
Book. 4 :10-12 (October. 1961).
4. Biographical accounts and physical descriptions of some of the' principal rustlers
are given in the Santa Fe Daily Ne~ Mexican. March 10. 1883.
'
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notified General Ranald S. MacKenzie, Fourth Cavalry, commanding the District of New Mexico, that the country
around Lake Valley, a- settlement about 45 miles east of Silver City, was infested by cattle thieves, and suggested that
he cut them off and capture them. The general replied that
the law did not permit this .use' of troops, but he forwarded
the information on to Governor Lionel A. Sheldon. The latter
in turn wired Colonel William L. Rynerson, commander of
the militia battalion at Las Cruces, to furnish militia5 if
called upon to do so by the sheriff of Dona Ana County, and
made a trip to southern New Mexico to investigate the situI
ation personally.
The first engagement of what was to become known in
the contemporary newspapers as the Rustler War occurred
the following spring, when a party of brigands descended
on R. Mason's ranch, twenty-five miles west of Mesilla,
locked up the family, stripped the house, including th~ very
clothing and bedding, and drove off the horses and'cattle 6 in
the direction of Uva Springs, about nine miles west of Colorado. In all, the loot amounted to over $2,000. Infuriated by
this brazen robbery, Governor Sheldon issued General Order
No. 14, instructing the Militia to furnish military assistance
to county and city officials when requested'to do so, to suppress all mob violepce, and to vigorously pursue rustle~s and
other desperadoes. 7 ·
Sheriff Bull had already formally requested help from
Captain Albert J. Fountain, 1st Regiment, New Mexico Volunteer Militia, who ordered several squads into action. Captain Eugene Van Patten and his Las Cruces Rifles, with
Deputy Sheriff George Lynch, proceeded north to Rincon
and thence southwest via Colorado, Sellers Station, which
also had been stripped by thieves, and Nutt Station, in an
5, The militia was originally organized by Governor Lew Wallace under a law passed
in 1880. Rynerson was its first colonel. Fountain and Van Patten rendered its first service
when they campaigned under Colonel Buell's command against Victorio. Rynerson resigned in March, 1882, and was succeeded by Colonel Richard Hudson. Santa Fe Daily
New Mexican, February 25, 1883.
6. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, May 30, 1882.
7. Ibid•• June 9. 1882.
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effort to close escape routes in those directions. Men under
Corporal Pedro Ouopa overtook three of the banditti near
Fort Fillmore, in the vicinity of El Paso. They captured
Pedro Armiento and recovered twenty-six head of cattle;
but Santiago Cooper and one Alderetta, both of Ysleta, located on the Rio Grande about 15 miles below El Paso, escaped into Texas. Lieutenant Charles F. Bull and the Mesilla
Scouts proceeded directly to Mason's ranch and pursued a
party of the robbers into Old Mexico via Lake Palomas,
Janos, and Ascension. The Mexican authorities thereupon
objected to the presence of such a large party of armed foreigners on their territory, but General Reyes of Sonora took
up the trail and was soon able to advise Bull that the fugitives had been placed beyond reach of further punishment. 8
The lesson was sharp, but it had no lasting effect. By
January, 1883, the area from just below Socorro to the south
as far as Chihuahua, Mexico, including the settlements of
Palomas, Colorado, Lake Valley, Leasburg, and Dona Ana,
was being systematically cleaned out by the rustlers. They
were supposed to number thirty to forty men, he;:tded by
John Kinney and working in cooperating bands of three to
four. Headquarters were at Rincon, Lake Valley, and White
Oaks, in Lincoln County. Cattle taken from a given vicinity
by one party would be driven to another and turned over to
a second group, who in turn might pass them on yet again.
It was estimated that during the month of January alone
not less than 10,000 head were stolen and driven into Mexico
or Arizona. 9 Regular slaughter houses were established at
Rincon and elsewhere a'nd dressed beef by the carload was
shipped to El Paso, Deming, Las Cruces, Socorro,' and Albuquerque. Kinney was said to have shipped as many as 84
quarters of beef daily from his corral at Rinc6n to El Paso,
where Charles Ray (Pony Deal, or Diehel) disposed of it to
butchers and restaurant owners.
In near despair, sixty-six ranchers of Dona Ana County
8. Ibid., June 16, 1882.
9. Ibid., February 11, 1883.
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petitioned Governor Sheldon "to commission a num.ber of
men under competent authority, and' for a period of about
ninety days, to follow such thieves and to protect us and our
property."10 Nothing loath, on February 12 Sheldon ordered
Major Fountain to take the field again. His instructions in
effect gave that officer carte blanche:
. . . while it is the normal duty of militia to aid the civil
authorities, there are occasions and public necessities when it
is required to do more. The b8.nds ~TOU :lre in pursuit of are
in combinations and constitute armed marauders or banditti.
They are armed against society, and their acts and crimes are
numerous and are calculated to set at defiance all law and
government. They must be treated not as individual criminals,
but as foes of the public. While I wish them arrested, tried,
convicted and punished by the courts, you must treat the case
as the manifestation requires and as public security demands.
As I have before written, I put great confidence in you and
in your officers and men, and I assure you that it will be a
case presenting extraordinary features which will cause me to
treat your command or any member thereof otherwise than
as you recommend.!1

Almost as he wrote, J. W. Holmans, charged with theft of
50 head of cattle, and Jesus A. Padaca, charged with assault
with intent to kill, were brought into Santa Fe and lodged in
the penitentiary,12 ,
Fountain, ambitious and something of a swashbuckler,
had no intention of letting this golden opportunity for fame
and glory slip away unused. He promptly ordered Company
A, under Captain Van Patten, to scout north from Mesilla,
and Company B, under Captain Francisco Salazar, to cover
the area south of that point. But before the major could even
render a progress report more trouble was encountered. On
February 19 FranCisco Chaves II appeared in Albuquerque
complaining that rustlers had shot or ridden down a flock of
10. Ofjicial Reports of the Territory of New Mexico for the Years 1882 and 1883, pp. 6484. Report of Edward L. Bartlett, Adjutant General of the Territory of New Mexico,
from March I, 1882 to January I, 1884. Santa Fe: New Mexican Printing Co., 1884.
11. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, February 17, 1883.
12. Ibid., February 16, 1883.
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his sheep at Pajarito, about 20 miles to the southwest, fully
1,500 being lost.
Salazar, however, had already drawn first blood. On February 20 his men killed one of the Kinney gang, Eugenio
Pedraza, and captured Jose Enriques, Margarito Sierra, and
Severo Apodaca at La Mesa, about 15 miles below Las
Cruces. "The death of Pendraza," commented the Las Cruces
Rio Grande Republican, "will be a relief to every stock man
in southern New Mexico, as he was a bold and expert
thief."13 Unfortunately, three others, Mauro Sains, Doroteo
Sains, and Faustino Lopez escaped under the cover of darkness, and Sierra was shortly ordered released on the grounds
that there was insufficient evidence to justify holding him.
Kinney saw the' handwriting on the wall and disappeared
from his usual 'haunts at Rincon. His (fifth?) wife, Juana
Pruencia, and his brother, Mike, went to EI Paso, drew out
all the money he had on deposit there and also disappeared,
presumably to join him.
Some of the territorial newspapers were already having
misgivings about the whole matter. The Albuquerque Morning Journal suggested that calling out the militia did more
harm than good, as easterners did not understand that it
was actually simply part of the police force, and were expressing fears that the whole territory was in danger of
falling into the hands of the rustlers,14 a plaint which was
soon echoed by the Silver City Southwest-Sentinel. Nothing
daunted, the Governor vowed that he would "make New
Mexico safe for honest and industrious people, or depopulate
the whole d--- Territory."15 He ordered the Laguna Rifles to
proceed to Alamocito, where it was hoped that they would
come up with the rustlers who had destroyed Chaves' sheep,
while a detachment of the Albuquerque Guards (Company
F, 2nd Regiment, ,New Mexico Volunteer Militia) under
Captain John Borradaile was to join them via Pajarito, Is13.
14.

24, 1883.
23, 1883.

Las Cruces Rio Grande Republican, February
Albuquerque Morning Journal, February
15. Ibid., February

24, 1883.
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leta, and Laguna. The Guards covered 250 miles in six days
and arrested two men, one Brown and John Fehstermenter,
who were turned over to the ·sheriff at Los Lunas, twenty
miles below Albuquerque, and arranged for the arrest of A.
S. Stivers, then in Albuquerque. Fearing lynch law, the Los
Lunas officer promptly released both of his prisoners on their
own recognizance, and they lost no time in seeking shelter in
Albuquerque. 16 Jubilantly, the Las Vegas Daily Gazette proclaimed, "One great fact has been established. The day for
murderers; cut throats and rustlers in this territory is at an
end."17 Nevertheless, when Stivers had a hearing before
Judge Joseph Bell the prosecution failed to prove that there
was sufficient reason to believe he was implicated in the
crime and he was discharged from custody.
Meanwhile Fountain relentlessly continued his progress
towards achieving one or the other of the Governor's objectives. Juan Bernal, Esiquio Enriques, Jose Enriques, Lorenzo
Maese, and others were brought in. On March 2 F'ountain
himself, with the assistance of Texas Rangers under Captain
George W. Baylor, captured Doroteo Sains, reputed to be
"the most notorious thief and outla,w in southern New MexiCO,"18 at Concordia, Texas. The next day they took in one
Doralez, wanted for several murders, Octaviano Garcia,
accused of robbery and murder, and another man, later released. The following morning Sains made a desperate leap
from the train taking the militia and their prisoners to Las
Cruces. Fountain and his son, Lieutenant Alberto Fountain,
unhesitatingly sprang after him. By the time they picked
themselves up, Sains was about a hundred yards into the
brush, but a shot by the major brought him down. On the
body Fountain found a diary in which the cattle thief recorded his rustling expeditions and kept accounts with the
members of the gang, among whom was Sierra.
25, 1883;

27, 1883.
1883.
1883.

16. Ibid., February
February
Las Vegas Daily Gazette, March I,
Santa Fe Daily New Me",ican, March 4,
The New MeOJican promised that
Sains' diary would be published and "will make highly interesting reading." So far the
writer has been unable to locate the promised account.

17.
18.
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Salazar recaptured Sierra at La Mesa on March 6. Taken
before Fountain and Justice of the Peace Martin Trujillo, he
broke down completely and turned state's evidence. In exchange for a promise of immunity he named under oath the
members of the gang as John Kinney, Doroteo Sains, Eugenio Pedraza, Juan Carbajal, Jose Angel Enriques, Theodoro Lucero, Aurollo Apodaca, Diego Garcia, Nestor Cubero,
Mariano Cubero, Juan Bernal: Guadalupe Leon, Jose Garcia,
Guadalupe Torr,es, Mauro Sains, Faustino Lopez, ---- J ohnson, Pablo Gomez, Antonio Benevides, Daniel Terras, Anastacio Lopez, Charles Ray, Joseph Hull, and Jose Enriques,
and gave a detailed account of their nefarious deeds. 19
Captain J. F. Black and his Shakespeare Guards had
already captured Kinney's brother-in-law, Hull, and Jimmy
Hughes, and were to have the honor of making the most
important arrest of the entire campaign. Sheldon learned
that Kinney himself was on the Gila and ordered Black to
capture him at any hazard. On the morning of March 7 the
rustler chieftain, his wife, and his brother were surrounded
by the Shakespeare men at York'sranch, near Ash Springs.
Taken completely by surprise, they offered only token resistance before surrendering. In their possession were 36
horses, mules, and cattle. The Santa Fe New Mexican termed
this "pleasing information . . . the most satisfying intelligence the NEW MEXICAN has had the pleasure of announcing to the people of New Mexico for some time," and
congratulated the governor upon the wisdom of the policy
he had inaugurated. 20
The prisoners were taken to Lordsburg and placed in a
box car guarded by ten militiamen.-- Grave fears were held
that a rescue might be undertaken, and Sheldon ordered
they were to be shot on the first attempt at escape or rescue.
Captain Black was instructed to hurry the party out of
Lordsburg and turn it over to the sheriff of Dona Ana
County, resisting everything but a writ from Judge Warren
19. Ibid" March 10, 1883,
20, Ibid., March 8, 1883.
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H. Bristol, of the Territorial Supreme Court. As it was, the
Justice of Peace at Lordsburg ordered Juana and Mike released and might also have freed John if a sharp telegram
from the executive had- not stiffened his backbone. Fountain,
Salazar, and twelve men immediately proceeded to Lordsburg and escorted the rustler to Las Cruces without incident,
where he joined thirteen of his gang in the county juzgado.
The Governor sent the militia a congratulatory message,
complimenting them on their work, reminding them that
"Bad men add nothing to the common prosperity," and urging them to "Let no guilty man escape." Sheldon, AdjutantGeneral Edward L. Bartlett, and United States Marshal A.
L. Morrison, Jr. hastened to Las Cruces, where they had an
interview with Kinney and where Fountain presented the
Governor with the revolver, belt, and knife he had taken
from Sains. Kinney had the effrontery to offer Fountain
$1,500 to defend him, to which the major drily replied that
he had already been retained on the other side. Rynerson too
refused to accept the case, and Kinney finally retained William T. Thornton and John D. Bail.
Bob Reese and Tom Coyne, charged with stealing and
butchering cattle, and Pancho Sains, Doroteo'scousin, were
the next to be taken,21 but these were mere preliminaries to
what was to prove to be the most controversial action of the
entire war. On the evening of March 21 Fountain, accompained by Sierra and the entire battalion, with the exception
of six men left to guard the jail at Mesilla, left Las Cruces
on a special train for Kingston. In Fountain's possession
were warrants for Peter "Toppy" Johnson, Tom Cooper,
alias Tom Kelley, a Lincoln Countydesperado, John Watts,
Tom Grady, Charles Thomas, James Colvillf~, Hank Brophy,
William "Butch" Leland, alias Bill Bush, alias William Galliard, Nat Irwin, "Tex," and others, constituting the Lake
Valley branch of the Kinney gang. At Nutt Station he' was
joined by Deputy Sheriff Arthur Jilson and four guides, one
21. Ibid., March 15, 1883.
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of whom was the notorious gunman Jim Courtright, soon to
be a fugitive from an indictment for murder in the infamous
American Valley affair. Leland and Watts were captured at
Lake Valley on a charge of cattle stealing, and warned that
they would be shot if they attempted to escape. The command then pressed on to Daily's ranch, where they dismounted, unsaddled, and prepared coffee in the pre-dawn
dark. The prisoners chose this as a propitious time to attempt to escape-or so it was later affirmed-and were
promptly shot, just as Fountain had promised them.
I
Informed that the rustlers would make a stand at Kingston, the militia hurried on, but found their quarry had decided to flee instead. However, the trip was not wasted, as
Colville, who kept a slaughter pen and butcher shop in that
village, and Irwin were arrested. The former was said to
have made a complete confession, implicating many of his
fellows. While scouting the rustler haunts in the vicinity,
Fountain received word that friends of Watts and Leland
were creating disturbances in Lake Valley. Sergeant Leandro Garcia and a squad were sent to preserve order; learned
a John Shannon was attempting to arouse the people to
attack the militia; took him into custody, and shot him when
he attempted to escape.
The main body pushed on to Hillsboro, where some men
under First Sergeant Botella were left to pick up any rustlers who might appear, and thence to Lake Valley, arriving
oli the 24th.. Johnson, Brophy, Cooper, Thomas, "Tex," and
ten others were reported to have fled to Mexico. The militia
attempted pursuit, but the exhausted condition of horses and
men alike made their efforts unavailing. Tired to the bone,
they returned to Las Cruces, where Fountain reported that
the raid had "broken the backbone of the most dangerous
if not the most extensive combination' of thieves in the
country;"22
On April 6 the major issued an order disbanding the ex22. Bartlett, in Official Reports. Fountain's report of this raid also appeared in the
Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, March 27,1883.
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pedition, but the good work went merrily forward. Robert
Keesee, De Haney, Jose Maria Vega, Nestor Cubero, Juan
Bernal, Frank Emmons, Guadalupe Leon, Jose Garcia, Atanacio Rivera, Nestor Rivera, Juan Vega, and others were
taken into custody. The applications of la ley de fuga at
Daily's ranch and at Lake Valley, however, raised some
doubts. Some of the rustlers' friends claimed that there were
powder burns on Leland and Watts' faces and hair, indicating that they had been shot at close qu~rters. The Silver City
Southwest-Sentinel, the Lake Valley Herald, and the Kingston Tribune intimated that the militia had used the occasion
to get rid of personal enemies without fear of the consequences, and a whispering campaign hinted that Sains had
been pushed off the train so that he could be shot. Nevertheless, by the end of the month the Grand Jury was fairly at
work investigating the charges against the rustlers. By April
5 some 132 indictments had been returned, including 17
against Kinney alone, and more were being ground out daily.
John was released on $6,000 bail, but a few days later it was
reported to Judge Bristol that he had approached two of the
jurors, Abelario Moreno and one Barrio, and endeavored to
ascertain their opinions regarding his case. The court held
this constituted contempt and ordered him committed during
the remainder of the term.
Kinney came to trial on April 12 before a thronged court,
including the Governor. Fountain opened the case on the
part of the Territory by stating that "The Territory desired
the conviction of no man who -Was not proven to be guilty
beyond all reasonable doubt." He asked for a fair and impartial consideration of the evidence and an honest verdict,
and outlined the facts which the prosecution expected to
prove. Since the defense contended that certain bills of sale
had been taken from Kinney at the time of his arrest, the
_ prosecution determined to select a test case on which this
question could not possibly arise. In order to reach this case
promptly the other causes against the defendant were nolled
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one after the other, so that Kinney finally stood trial on a
single count of larceny of cattle,23 to which he pled "Not
guilty." Thornton and Bail sought a change of venue to
Grant County, alleging that the public mind was so inflamed
that their client could not obtain a fair trial in Dona Ana
County. Their appeal was denied by Judge Bristol, who held
that conditions were no different elsewhere in the Territory,
and avowed that he would stand between the defendant and
any wrongful verdict brought in by the jury.
Victoriano Sanchez testified that about January 23 sixteen head of cattle were stolen from his ranch near Dona
Ana and were afterwards recovered near Lake Valley.
Sierra then took the stand and confessed that Kinney, Bernal, Jose Maria Vega, and the witness himself stole the' animals and drove them to Kinney's corral at Rincon, where
they were sold to Bob Keesee and driven to Lake Valley.
Thornton cross-examined this witness for nearly two hours,
but was unable to shake his story. Hull then testified that he
saw the cattle in Kinney's corral, and that he and Emmons
witnessed the bill of sale which Bernal gave to Keesee. The
defense asked whether Kinney was present at the time, to
which the witness answered that he had not been, but that
he had seen him in Rincon earlier, after the train had gone
south. At this point the prosecution rested.
The following day was largely taken up by efforts on the
part of the defense to prove by the testimony of Rynerson
and others that Kinney was in EI Paso at the time of the
alleged crime. Kinney, his wife, and Keesee were in court,
but the defense put none of ~hem on the stand. Fountain,
Thornton, Bail, and District Attorney Simon B. Newcomb
then spoke for an hour each. The prosecution contended that
the defense had offered no evidence to substantiate their
claim that Kinney was in EI Paso at the time of the theft;
the defense urged that they had in fact proved that he was
there. It took the jury just eight minutes to return a verdict
23.

Cause No.

953. Dona Ana District Court.
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of "Guilty." Thornton and Bail immediately moved for a
new trial, but on April 21 the court overruled their motion
and announced it was ready to pass sentence. When the defendaht was asked if he had anything to say why sentence'
should not be passed upon him, he replied in an excited manner, "I have not had a fair tria1." The court retorted that on
the contrary he had been fairly tried and convicted, and that
there could be no reasonable doubt of his guilt. He was then
sentenced to pay a $500 fine and to serve five years in the
penitentiary.24
r
John J. Bell, editor of the Silver City Southivest-Sentinel,
took violent exception to the judge's comment, as well as to
the sentence. In a series of vituperative articles he contended
that Kinney was "found guilty ... against evidence, law and
justice ;"25 that he "has been convicted and sentenced for a
crime, which from the evidence he has never committed,"
and accused the Governor of "making drunken speeches on
the streets of Las Cruces"26 during the trial. The Georgetown Courier was hardly less vehement in its criticisms of
the Governor and the major.
All of this had no apparent effect on the course of events.
One after another the rustlers came to trial, were found
guilty, and sentenced. If certain 'newspapers disapproved,
this was offset by the pleasure it gave the stockmen. "A
Ranchman's" comments on the strictures of the SouthwestSentinel and the Courier are a case in point:
From what I read in those papers they are terribly worried about "poor Kinney" and his "pal," but I have failed to
observe in any issue of those sheets, any sympathy for the
poor ranchman, teamster or farmer for the many hundred
head of stock stolen from them in the last ten years.... Now
I, as an owner of stock, do not care who kills or arrests, so
long as these thieves are convicted and sent to prison. 27
24. Las Cruces Rio Grande Republican. April 14, 1883; Santa Fe Daily New Mexican,
April 24, 1883 ; Albuquerque Weekly Review, April 28, 1883.
25. Silver City Southwest-Sentinel, April 18, 1883.
26. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, April 28, 1883.
27. Silver City Enterprise, May 4, 1883.

THE RUSTLER WAR

269

Meanwhile Fountain had demanded a Court of Inquiry
to investigate his actions at Lake Valley. On April 16 Sheldon issued Special Orders convening the court and ordering
it to assemble in Lake Valley to take testimony. However,
the Grand Jury itself summoned Shannon's friends to appear before it and state what they knew of the charges of
cruelty and murder made against the militia. The jurors
fully investigated the three killings, in the process examining over thirty witnesses. In the end they flatly refused to
bring in any indictments. Instead they issued a report thanking the governor for calling out the militia and urging that
it be retained in the field for a few months longer, but recommended that a civil officer be in charge of the militia
whenever they were required to make arrests. Sheldon thereupon dissolved the Court of Inquiry, on the grounds that
since the Grand Jury had found no crime had been committed, any further investigation "would be a work of superer6gation." This action did not meet with universal favor.
The EI Paso Lone Star grumbled that the governor had dismissed the board without even a reasonable excuse for his
action. 28 Perhaps that official's reply was contained in his
General Orders No. 18, in which he "warmly thanked and
highly praised" Fountain, his officers, and his men, and commented that while it was proper to observe legal technicalities when dealing with law-abiding citizens, the protection of
such citizens made it necessary to disregard such niceties
when dealing with rascals. 29
Certain of the rascals in question decided their chosen
field lay elsewhere than in the Mesilla jail; Nestor Cubero,
Emmons, and two prisoners not connected with the rustling
activities dug themselves out and disappeared, unsuccessfully pursued by the militia.
It was, of course, necessary to recall Sergeant Botella
and his ,men from Kingston to testify before the Grand Jury.
They were hardly out·of sight of that village before Brophy,
28. El Paso Lone Star, April 25, 1883.
29. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, April 28, 1883.
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Cooper, who seems to have also been known as William
Welch, Thomas, Johnson, Joe Asque (Askew), Joe Hubert,
alias Roberts, Charlie Hall, "Tex," John W. Sullivan, Celso
Morales, Esteven Morales, Faustino Lopez, Mauro Sains,
and other indicted rustlers promptly reappeared, threatening honest citizens and carrying on in their old high-handed
manner. By the first of June Governor Sheldon was again
receiving complaints of their depredations and once again
the militia were ordered into the saddle. This expedition
proved a fiasco as a blow against the rustlers, but it was a
productive source of charges and recriminations which were
to embitter relations between the militia and the civil officers
for a long time to come.
Members of Salazar's company left town in small groups,
slipping in and around Kingston to picket the mountain
passes to the south and west of that community. Fountain,
with Van Patten's company and Deputy Sheriffs Dave Wood
and H. C. Harring were to approach from the northeast. All
squads were to close in on Kingston on the night of the 15th.
The militia moved on schedule, but the deputy sheriffs, who
had all the warrants, did not appear and no arrests could be
made. The following morning Wood rode up, stating that he
had arrested Johnson and Asque, but had released them on
bond. He refused to make an attempt to ar.rest Cooper. or
"Tex," insisting they had left the country, although Fountain claimed to have positive information that they were at
Kingston.
After a futile search for the Farmington gang, a party
of eight outlaws who had lately immigrated from the northern part of the Territory, the militia returned to Las Cruces,
over extremely rough ground in temperatures of 105
with nothing but experience to show for their efforts. Perhaps their dispositions were improved by learning that in
their absence John H. Riley, Secretary of the Dona Ana
County Stock Association, had obtained a requisition for the
0

,
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arrest in Chihuahua, Mexico, and extradition of Ray,SO described by the Las Cruces Rio Grande Republican as presenting "as black a picture of an unhung villian as we can find
in a year's search,"sl and Van Patten had successfully taken
him into custody.
In his official report to the Governor, Fountain charged
Wood had warned Cooper and Asque of the presence of the
militia and that Guadalupe Ascarate, Sheriff of Dona Ana
County, had made no effort to arrest known rustlers. Ascarate retorted that he had not requested Fountain's aid; that
Wood had in fact arrested Johnson and Asque and would
doubtless have succeeded in arresting the rest of the outlaws
if the militia had not been present. S2 Wood himself asserted
that he did not have the necessary warrants, insinuating
that they were kept out of his hands so that the militia could
have the glory of making the arrests. ss To the reader today
the essential question would seem to be by what authority
Wood set and accepted bonds for his prisoners, but apparently this point was never raised.
Seeing trouble for the militia afoot, the Silver City
Southwest-Sentinel rushed to join the fray. In a series of
articles it alleged that the campaign against the rustlers had
cost the Territory between $40,000 and $50,000, that the
militia was useless, that its raids were an outrage, and urged
the Governor to disband it. In a dignified reply Sheldon
denied the charges in toto, advised that the militia was no
longer on active duty, but that it was being reorganized and
enlarged, and would be "ready at any moment to protect the
honest and industrious against hostile Indians and white
thieves and murderers."s4
The civil authorities failed to convict Johnson, and with30.
40 :n.p.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Rasch, Philip J., "The Resurrection of Pony Deal." Los Angeles Branding Iron,
(December, 1957).
Las Cruces Rio Grande Republican, June 30, 1883.
Ibid., July 7, 1883.
Silver City Southwest Sentinel, August 29, 1883.
Ibid., August 22, 1883.
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in a few weeks it seemed almost as though the militia needed
protection against (his gang. In November about 14 shots
were fired into the home of Captain Salazar by Mauro
Sains, Faustino Lopez, Pablo Gomez, and Nestor Cubero,
and efforts were made to kill Anisteo Cano-andAgapito Domingues, members of his company. By then Bell had severed
his connection with the Southwest Sentinel, and there is no
way of knowing how he would have managed to blame these
attacks on the militiamen themselves.
In spite of the big talk of Ascarate and Wood, private
citizens finally wrought the destruction of the Johnson gang.
In the spring of 1884, the Central New Mexico Stock Grower's Association employed Isaac Lyda (Lida)as a detective.
Acting on information which he obtained, Sheriff Tom Murphy and a posse of fifty cattle men arrested Johnson, Jim E.
Cravens (alias Johnson), Sullivan, John E. Weatherford,
John Cravens (alias Johnson), John Dwyer, Fred Borman
(Bowman, Bauman), Lem Ball, ---'- Brady, Emil Schwartz,
Juan Garcia, Enriques Gonzales, Robert Wiley, Ed Bails,
--- Mungers, "The Kid," Bascillo Chavez, ---- Chavez, and a
number of others. The cases came to trial before Judge Bristol in Hillsboro in November. Weatherford and Mungers,
who were out on bail, were found to have skipped the country. During the trialthere was a general jail break, in which
Toppy, the Cravens boys, Sullivan, and Dwyer escaped. All
but Sullivan were soon recaptured, but the break so delayed
proceedings that the outlaws did not come to trial again
until April, 1885. Fountain came up to assist in the prosecution; one suspects he did so with a great deal of relish.
LYda's testimony was fatal to the thieves' defense; John~on
and the Craven brothers each drew five years in the territorial penitentiary. Here they joined their old friend Ray,
who had received a similar sentence.
The proceedings against Celso Morales, Margarito Sierra,
and Estevan Morales were dropped. Mauro Sains hid out in
Mexico for a few years and then reappeared in Las Cruces as
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a delegate to the Democratic county convention of 1888. Kinney was delivered to the p'eniteritiaryat Leavenworth, buf his
attorneys appealed his case to the Supreme Court of the
Territory and obtained a rehearing. He was released in 1886
and his case was dropped .inSeptember of that same year.
Juan Bernal and Eugenio Pedraza were each sentenced to
five years in the penitentiary. The former failed to profit
from experience; in 1889 he was again arrested on a charge
of horse stealing. Ray and the Cravens brothers were pardoned by Governor Edmund G. Ross in 1887. There is a story
that after Toppy Johnson was released he joined Black Jack
Christian's gimg and was eventually killed by a peace officer
on Black Water, Arizona, in 1898.
Thus the Rustler War finally came to an end. Cattle stealing in New Mexico has never entirely ceased and probably
never will. Even today the tourist may see reward posters for
cattle thieves displayed on the ranch fences, but the day of
the large bands so powerful that they can be repressed only
by mobilizing the military power of the state is a thing of the
past. It is odd that the "war" which broke the .back of these
gangsters and those who waged it are now all but forgotten.

WILLIAM CARR LANE, DIARY
Edited by WM. G. B. CARSON
(Concluded)
Wednesday 20. Noon Camp. We took up our line of
march at 3lh a.m. & drove briskly some 20 miles. The road,
with the exception of the Hills. is not bad; but I dont recollect to have ever crossed as steep hills with waggons. The
River is nearly level with the Banks & the Water which rises
thro' the Earth, in pools, near our encampment is strongly
Saline. The day is fine, the night was splendidly Moonlit, &
agreeably warm, but it is most disagreeably windy today.
None of us know the road, & we are not sure whether we
will reach Ft Conrad, at Val Verde, to night, or not. Mr.
Otero will go ahead, the Ft. Resumed our March & encamped in an arroyo, where there was wood & water but
little grass.
Whole distances today from 34 to 30 miles.
Wednesday 21st. Early start. Road infamous. The steepest kind of Hills in quick succession & sand alternately. Encamped for water &c, in sight of Fra CristovaI. Mules very
much jaded. My Horse lame. The baggage Waggon was
upset, with much damage· to the bed & destruction to all
Cover Bars. It is now a forlorn looking concern. Will discharge Morgan the driver at Ft. Conrad.
I neglected to note that we passed a pretty stream yesterday morning, of'exceedingly clear & cold water. It was some
12 or 15 feet wide & had a cheerful aspect. It was called
Pigeon River. Running water is so rare in this region, that
it would be an unpardonable omission in a Traveller not to
note the Rio de Paloma. It is the first running water, since
we passed the Mimbres, & the 2d since leaving the Gila.
We have made from 21 to 25 miles today & are yet from
25 to 30 miles from Vale Verde.
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Mr. Otero left our noon camp yesterday to IgO to Ft. Conrad last night. I sent Anselmo with him, & am now delighted
that I did so, as I find we were all of us so disappointed in
the distance. We expected to breakfast there today, whereas
we will not reach there until tomorrow morning, & Frank
thinks we will never get there. This day passed a perpendicular wall of sandstone. It looked like the wall of one side of
a one Story House, standing after the other walls had fallen
down.
Travelled until 10 o'clk before we could find a suitable
place to encamp.
I
Distance since stopping say 15 or 16 Ms.
This has been the most fatigueing day of our whole journey, say 42 miles today.
Friday 22d. Made Ft. Conrad early. Stop'd at Capt.
Steele's, the offr. in command. Parted, company. with our
Waggon, which is placed under the command of Jose Maria.
Jack, Cruzo & Jose Carson stay with the waggon.
Mem.
Mr.. Otero's Bedding left in the waggon 2 Mexn. Blankets
2 Red dO
1 Black dO
1 pillow
Cached with his Skin lariat upon his Trunk, which contains
1 Lot of Books I Gourd beeker 1 pro Holsters, 1 portfolio
I left, in the Waggon, 8 Blankets 2 Bear & 2 Buff skins,
2 sheets 1 pillow, Franks long coat & Mexican Blanket.
Slept at San Antonio at House of Don Estaneslado Montoya.95 Distance from Camp, to Ft. Conrad, 15 miles, by
estimate. From Ft. Conrad to San Antonio 15 ms. Total distance today 30 ms.
Apl. 23. Saw 3 Flocks of Sheep & Goats this morning, the
first was in charge of 2[ men & 1 dog, & numbered 600 & upwards. The 2d division were in charge of a.merry little Boy,
95. Unidentified.
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who sang as he followed his Herd of Ewes & goats, with
their Lambs & kids; & such a Bleating of young ones & their
dams, I never heard before, the flock numbering 700 & upwards. The 3d herd . was very limited in numbers & was
composed of large sheep, with the heaviest fleeces I have
ever seen, in the Ter. They were attended by 1 man, who was
engaged in spinning coarse yarns, by means of a stick. All
the shepherds. were armed with Bows & arrows. The sheep
& lambs, had an unusual number of Black & party coloured
individuals and the Lambs & Kids, were perpetually skipping & frisking about, most merrily, altho' I saw nothing to
make them so merry.
j

Saturday 23d April. Made Sabinal & stopped at the
House of Pedro Torrel,96 45 miles. Mules tired.
Sunday 24. Las Lunas. Drew sight check upon Messrs
Messervy & Webb for J. J. Spieglebury 97 for $100. $60 of who
were left in the hands of Mr. Sachs 98 for Chs. Oberman. 99
Sunday 24. Halted at the House of Mr. Sachs, but removed myself, to the quarters of Capt Ewell. 10o
Distance this day 25 Ms.
96.
97.

27.

Torres. See fn.
S. J. Spiegelberg. "Solomon Jacob . • . was the oldest of the Spiegelberg Brothers
and the first to leave Germany. He crossed the Santa Fe Trail in an ox-train, and, joining
the command of Colonel Doniphan, accompanied him. to Chihuahua, Mexico; then returned
with the regiment to Santa Fe. where he was appointed sutler, and 'where he established
the wholesale and retail general merchandise business." Hester Jones. "The Spiegelbergs
and Early Trade in Santa Fe," El Palacio,
(April,
A German trader. [Cf. William J. Parish, The German Jew ·and the Commercial
Revolution in Territorial New Mexico, 1850-1900. The University of New Mexico, Sixth
Annual Research. Lecture, May
Charles Overman, an Indian agent. Governor Calhoun appointed him Special Agent
for the lower portion of the Territory. Calhoun to Lea, Febr{,ary
The Official
Correspondence of James S. Calltoun, ed., Annie Heloise Abel (Washington,
p.
Overman was dismissed on August
by the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
NMHR,
Richard Stoddert Ewell, grandson of Benjamin Stoddert, first Secretary of the
Navy. A native Virginian and a graduate of West Point, class of
Saw service in the
War with Mexico, and was brevetted Captain Hfor gallantry and meritorious conduct." In
was promoted to Captain. In
he resigned to join forces of the Confederacy, and
rose to the rank of Lieutenant General. Died, January
Heitman, op. cit., p.

38 :86

98.

1, 1959.]

99.

100.

1B49

16 :221-

1935).

,

29, 1852.
1915),

29, 1852,

1840.

1861,

25, 1872.

410.

488.

LANE DIARY

277

Wrote to Mr. Otero, by Mr. Felix Chavis. WI Wrote Letter
of introduction,for Miss Cleveland to my daughter Ann, &
ate Capers for the first time in my whole life at Capt Ewells
Table.
Capt Ewell says wheat will produce from 25 to 50 Fanegas, for everyone which may be sown. He has some Barley,
for the first time, & it promises well. Mr. Chs. Oberman
says, New Mex. is a better Wheat country, than Mri., but
not so good a corn country. Mr. Beckwith confirms the statement of Capt Ewell.
Mr. Oberman says, the new· [grain] lands brot. into Cultivation in Socoro county will amt. to 10 per cent. Capt E.
is of the same opinion.
Mr. Beckwith cultivated a Farm, of 200 acres, in a Valley
of the Sandia Mountains, for 3 years, without irrigation.
Capt Ewell says, stone coal (Bituminous) abounds West
of Las Lunas, of a good qual~ty. He believes the strata to be
3 or 4 feet thick.
In trimming grapes, in N. Mex. the vine stalks are never
more than from 1 to 2 feet high ; & from 1 to 3 eyes only, are
left upon each branch. They are never trailed, or supported.
I have seen, today, stumps of Vines, as thick as my thigh,
with the sprouts, or runners, thus closely trimmed.
Ambrosia Abieta Isleta
1 Bot. of Grape Spt. 1852
Wm. D. Murphy; I of 100 Families who have associated
to go to the ?102 Rivers, at White Mountains, to settle, wants
an agent.

Monday 25. Made Albuquerque, & stopped at Dr. Abadies.
Crossed the River, in a Govt. Ferry Boat, manned by
unskillful Mexns. with the worst oars I ever saw.
101. Unidentified.
102. Apparently another instance of the inability of the copyist to decipher Lane's
handwriting. Murphy is ·unidentified. [There was a site for irrigation at "Three ·Rivers"
on the west side of the White Mountains. Cf. Dorothy Jensen Neal, Captive Mountain
Wate78. EI Paso: Texas Western Press. 1961.]
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Tuesday 26. Late start. Made Algodones, say 22 miles.
Halted at Miera's. Senor Miera told me, that his Father cut
two crops of Oats, off the same ground, in one year. In July,
he explained. The first Crop, was a crop of Hay; the 2d was
a crop of ripe oats, with full sized grains, from that which
had been mowed for Hay.
,

Wednesday, April 27. Early start, reached Sta Fe early
in the evening. Was met by a cavalcade of citizens.

Distances travelled
60 ms. From Ft. Webster to Mule Springs
35
" Mule Spring to Rio del norte
36
Next day .
42
""
15
" " to Ft. Conrad
188 From Ft. Webster to Ft. Conrad
60 " Conrad'to Sabinal
45
" Sabinal to Albuquerque, say
75
" Albuquerque to Sta Fe
368 " Ft. Webster to Sta Fe

188

1123 Whole distance travelled from 28th March until 28th
April '53
May 2. Monday. Have remained in Sta Fe since 27 VIt.
Mem. Silver Bullion. *
April 30. Sent by Mr Foster of St Louis, to Mr Wm Glasgow Junr. 103 $81. & some cents in weight in Silver Bullion,
from the Organ Mountains, to make 1 doz Tumblers for Mrs
Lane.
• Mem. Bullion recd by my Family.
103. 1813-1892. The husband of Lane's daughter Sarah. A prominent citizen of St.
Louis, he was inten~ely interested in the cultivation of grapes and founded the American
Wine Company which later, after he had severed his connection with it, made Cook's Imperial Champagne. Mr. Foster cannot be identified.
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The price of Bullion, prepaid to me by Mr Hugh Stephenson of El paso, was of the Value of 22 dolls & some cents. In
fact, this Bullion was of greater Value, than I have stated,
as it weighed down that amt in Silver Coin, without having
the alloy which is contained in the Coin.
Mr Sabino says, that 5
of copper are used to every
oz of Silver, in making Silver ware; and that the Bullion
sent, is amply sufficient to make a doz fine Tumblers.
When I was at Elpaso, I gave Mr Magoffin104 $100, in
gold, to get 3 Rebosas, in Chihuahua, for me. 1 for Mrs Lane,
1 for Ann, & 1 for Sarah; & told him, to add to the sum, if
necessary, to get suitable articles.
Mem. 2 Rebosas reed. 1 sd. to have been stolen.
May 6, Friday. Have remained in Sta Fe since 2d, busied
with much official business.
Sta Fe May 6th. The Pueblo Indians of N. Mex. are
civilized communities; each being governed by its own Laws,
administered by its own officers; & all being subject to the
authority of the Govr. of the Ter. of N. Mex. as supt Indn
Affairs. There has been no interference with their Laws,
which are merely their Ancient Customs, except when appeals were taken, from the decisions of the Pueblo Tribunals
to the Tata. Gov. of the 'fer.
A Muchacho of Pojuaque (Po-whawk-e), courted, a Muchacha of Nambe, a neighboring Pueblo, for 2 long years;
at the end of which period the Friends of the Boy, according
to established rule, went in a body & made a formal demand
of the hand of the Girl, for the enamoured Swain. Consent
was given, by her widowed Mother & they were married.
Thes~ Indians are nominally Catholics, & the Muchacho and
Muchacha, were married by a Priest, the Boy promising, as
104. James Wiley Magoffin. Born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, in 1799. For many years
a Santa Fe trader, he married into a prominent Mexican family and made his home in
Chihuahua. With Colonel Cooke he served as one of Kearny's emissaries to Governor
Armijo to pave the way for a bloodless conquest of New Mexico in 1846. Keleher, Turmoil,
p. 110, fn. 824.
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a part of the marriage ceremony, to live with his mother-inlaw, at Nambe. But the Honey-moon had not passed away,
before thelBoy was summoned, to return to his own Pueblo,
with his Bride. He was at a loss how to act, but finally went
home, without his Bride, who remained with her mother.
Filial affection, was stronger than love for her husband, &
she clung, like Ruth, to her Mother, and the Muchacho. soon
after returned, to the house of his Mother-in-law. The Govr.
of Pojuaque, then demanded him of the Govr of Nambe; &,
according to their usages, which do not permit the expatriation of Males, except under certain circumstances, he was
surrendered, & forcibly carried Home to Pojuaque. The
mother-in-law then appealed to the Tata, & he ordered the
authorities, to reconsider theI case, & decide upon it again,
& rehearing was had, & the former decision affirmed.
The disconsolate Mother-in-law, then made an earnest
written appeal, to the Tata Govr of the Ter., & all the
parties were summoned before the Govr & patiently heard.
When the Boy, (as he was called, altho' he was some 24
years old) was asked whether he loved his Wife, & wished
to live with her, he replied in the affirmative, but expressed
a wish to reside at his own Pueblo, with his own relatives;
and when the girl (some 15 years old) was asked the same
question, she frigidly replied that she was now married, &
must of course live with her Husband, but steadfastly refused-to leave her Mother's House. The Mother urged the
binding force of the promise, made by the Boy, at the Marriage, not to take her child away, & plead her Widowhood &
helpless condition, having no Husband, no Son, & 3 other
young daughters, with poverty staring them in the face. She
was rather a pretty woman, of some 35 years of age, tall,
slender & graceful with a remarkably pensive countenance.
She was moreover eloquent, & spoke with her own language,
& the Spanish, with remarkable fluency. The relations of the
Boy, & the authorities of Pojuaque protested against the
validity of the Marriage stipulation, of the Boy to [re] main at
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Nambe, much of it having been made without the authority
of his adopted Father, & against the laws of the Pueblo and
that no conditions of the kind was made by the mother when
she consented to the Marriage. The authorities of Nambe
said that they had merely complied with the customs of the
Pueblo in delivering up the boy to Pojuaque.
Much argumentation ensued, & the Tata or Father, of all
the Pueblos was not a little perplexed, in making a judgment
in the case. The laws 'of New Mex o allowed the Boy to go
where he pleased; but the laws of his Pueblo denied him this
privilege. The Boy had made a Marriage vow, which he now
believed he had no right to make, & wished to break, & to
take his wife away from her Mother. The girl acknowledged
her obligations to her Husband, but was firm in her resolve,
to remain with her Mother, even'if it should part her from
her Husband. Whereupon the Judge took up the Bible &
gave a decision according to the Laws Hosaic [sic.l contained. He pointed to Genesis Chapter 2, verse 24 "Therefore
shall a man leave his Father & his'Mother, & shall cleave to
his wife and they shall be one flesh." And to Deuteronomy
chap 24 verse 5 "When a man hath taken a new wife, he
shall not go 0lIt to war, neither shall he be charged with
any business, but he shall be free at Home, for One Year.
and shall cheer up his wife, which he hath taken," and decided. that the Boy shd. live at the House of his l,\fother-inlaw at Nambe for One Year, & that a final decision of the
case ,shd. be postponed, until the expiration of that time.
The Mot,her-in-law wept with joy; the young wife (who
was remarkably good looking) maintained her attitude of
indifference, the Husband expressed his willingness to abide
the decision of the Judge & the people of Nambe manifested
the highest satisfaction, but the people of Pojuaque murmured, & a Lot of Lawyers amongst them commenced a
speech in opposition to the decision; whereupon the Father
stamped his foot, & commanded that all should submit to his
decision, in silence, which was done, without another word.
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The Mother, the young wife the Husband, & the Men of
Nambe, followed the Govr from the Indian office to his quarters, to embrace & thank him, for making so righteous a
Judgment; & then went on their way to Nambe, rejoicing.
18th June 53. All parties interested in the judgment
above mentioned perfectly contented to this date. l05
May 21. Have remained in Sta Fe to this date, contending every day with "the world, the flesh & the Devil," & am
by no means happy. I am not quite satisfied with myself. l06
I am perpetually under the influence of impulses, which
cause me to say & do rash things, and I begin to fear that
selfishness is so intense & overwhelming in this region, that
I receive no disinterested counsel from Friends, & as for
my Enemies they would exterminate me if they had the
power. The task of a Reformer is a hard one.
June 18 Saturday. I have not been absent from Sta Fe
since 21st May. Health good, mind easy. Weather warm today & ceased to have fires yesterday.
July 12. Have remained in Sta Fe since 18 Ult., & have
had my worriments. Health good. My estimate of New Mexn
105. According to John Ward's journal, the Indians from the Pueblo of Nambe came
on April 29 to get the backing of the Governor-in his capacity of Superintendent of
Indian Affairs-in a dispute they were having with the authorities of Pojuaque "In relation to a marriage--'-the Gov. told them to go back to their Pueblo and obey the orders of
their Gov. and head men, as he would not interfere with their customs or laws." On May 1
the Governor of Pojuaque came about the same quarrel. Again Lane refused to intervene.
NMHR, 16 :336-337. However, on May 6 his intervention was again requested and he consented to try to settle the matter.
106. The explanation for his discontent with himself is to be found in the Journal of
john Ward, June 1. Ibid., pp. 343-344. The Navahos had been guilty of a renewal of their
depredations and murdered a Mexican, Don Ramon Martin. Lane demanded that they
surrender the culprits, who were well-known to them, but they refused. In a conference
with Sumner, he then gave way to a violent burst ,of temper and threatened the Indians
with the most extreme penalties. Against these Sumner protested, but for the moment the
Governor was not to be placated. It seemed to him that this incident negated his whole
policy of peaceful dealings with the Indians and that he had lost his head. " . . • My intentions, when not under the dominion of angry feelings, are always kind, . . . & the highest
enjoyments of my life spring from the consciousness of doing good to others, but, unfortunately, I am exceedingly sensitive and excitable; and when under the dominion of
passion, I am blind, unjust, unsparing, and sometimes savage.'" Gov. Lane to Anne Lane,
Washington, March 7, 1854. Archives, Missouri Historical Society. St. Louis.
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worth public & private, does not advance. Expect to be relieved, from offl duty, by 10 prox. & to leave, in the Stage,
by way of Texas, on 17.
Mem. July 21. Have remained in Sta Fe since 12 Inst.
July 23. Paid Frank all the money which he had deposited
in my hands, to be carried by himself-$52. Marked a 50
doll gold piece, reed. from Messervy & Webb, & on both
faces.
July 23. Ate well-flavored Rasberries, at Hunt's Fonda
Table. They were of a Deep red, & too Sour perhaps indeed
they were not ripe. They are said to grow on the Mountains,
in which situations you find .also Straberries, as I am assured by Don Manuel Alvarez. 107
July 31 Sunday. Have remained in Sta Fe, since 21 Inst.

Dispatched my accts, for this days mail, to Washn, for
Quarter ending 30 June.
Expect the arrival of my Successor, this week.
Pueblo of Tesuque. Jose Maria admits that their antient
Religious rites are still performed, at this pueblo.
Mr Conklin 108 says the sa:me thing is true at J emes. He
says he has known an Indian to fast & abstain from drink,
in an estufa, .for 4 days, for rain. They perform this penance, to bring Rain, by relays, in the estufa.
107. A native of Spain, he spent most of his life in this country, and for several years
served as Acting United States consul in Santa Fe. "In the spring of 1850 we find him
at the head of the so called 'State Party' in company with Calhoun and others, opposed to
the military party ,which had the support 0.£ the military governor, Colonel Munroe and
such men as St. Vrain, Houghton, and Beaubien. Later in the year .he was serving as
lieutenant governor of the new territory, and he was an unsuccessful candidate for the
position of territorial secretary." He became a successful trader. Lansing Bloom, ULedgers
of a Santa Fe Trader," NMHR, 21:135f (April, 1946). Although Bloom says that Alvarez
never was naturalized, Number Five in the Benjamin Read collection, Historical Society
of New Mexico, State Records Center and Archives, is the official admission to citizenship
for Alvarez by virtue of action of the St. Louis Court of Common Pleas, April 9, 1842,
signed by Joseph W. White clerk of said court. Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins, letter to editor,
State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, November 15, 1963.
108. James Conklin, a resident of New Mexico since 1825, Keleher, Turmoil, P. 490,
fn.48.
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August 5. Capt Graves,1°9 Indn Agent - -law of Gen
Merriwether 110 & Dr Jacobs lll arrived in Sta Fe. Had evacuated my Quarters in the "Palacio," & gave immediate possession of them to Capt G.
I have not been absent from Sta Fe, since 31st VIt.
Aug. 5. Visited Senora Maria Guertrudes;12 said to be
from 105 to 110 years old. Her hearing is bad, her sight
better, her appetite good, & health good. She lives with her
youngest daughter, who appears to me to be about' 40 years
old, & no more but allowing her to' be 45, & her Mother to
have been 45 at the time of her birth, the old lady is now 90.
And if we shd suppose the Daughter, (who has no gray
Hairs), to be 50 at this time & her Mother to have borne her
at the age of 45, the age of the Mother is no more at this
time than 95.
Mexicans rarely know their own ages, or the ages of
their children. The invariable ansr to inquiries on this head
is, "quien sabe." Nor have they any accurate ideas of
Distances.
Aug. 7. Sunday. Genl. Garland U.S.A.ll3 arrived in Sta

Fe.
109. E. A. Graves.
110. David Meriwether was born in Louisa County, Virginia, in 1800 and three
years later moved with his parents to Jefferson Co';nty, Kentucky. He studied law and
was admitted to the bar. He played an active part in the politics of his state and was
appointed as a successor to Henry Clay as senator.. serving from July 6 to August 31, 1852.
In the same year he was appointed Governor of the Territory of New Mexico by President
Pierce and served until January 5, 1855, after which he returned to Kentucky and played
an active part in the politics of that state. He died in 1893. BDAC, p. 1322.
111. Possibly Agent Ed C. Jacobs, who was in charge of the Arivaipa' Apaches before
their removal to San Carlos in 1873. John P. Clum, "Es-kim-in-zin," NMHR, 3 :407 (October, 1928).
112. The name was probably Gutierrez.
113. In July, 1853, General John Garland was assigned to the command of the department and soon arrived with some 300 recruits to strengthen the military posts."
Bender, "Frontier Defense," NMHR, 9 :346. "In the summer of 1853 Colonel Sumner commenced preparation, at the request of Governor Lane, for a formidable· campaign against
the Navajos, but was relieved of his command by General Garland." Meriwether, who succeeded Lane, made a futile peace. Report of Superintendent James L. Collins, September
27, 1858. Keleher, Turmoil, p. 95.
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Aug. 8. Gen. Merriwether arrived. Inaugurated same day.
Aug. 9. Declared myself a candidate for Congress.
Aug. 12. Wingfield arrived.
Aug. 13. Mr Beck114 started home wrote by him to Mr
G. & Willie. Wrote to Mrs Lane by Mayers ll5 a few days ago.
Sent by Mr Mayer's Train 4 Trunks ~ 3 Boxes. Wt, not

known, am to pay 5 cts pr Freight. They are" address to
"Wm. Carr Lane, St Louis. Care of H. Von Phul." 116 Key
sent in a Letter by Mayers.
Tuesday, 16 Aug. Paid my Bill in full at the Exchange

39.50

(rcttaken)
Set out upon" an Electioneering Tour, accompanied by
Mr Ellison as Interpreter.
Reached Algodones & halted at the Hs of Mr Miera.
Aug. 17. Reached Albuquerque at 11 a.m. & attended a
public Meeting at wh I was nominated for Congress.
Aug. 16. Dined at Don
Otero'sll7 Slept at Rafael
Luna's, where I met Judge Otero,118 Sarcacena & others.
Aug. 19. Breakfasted at Captn Ewell's, where I saw a
flock of Capons & ate a part of a delicious Musk-Melon, &
of an indifferently good Water Melon. Set out for Sabinal,
attended by Judge Otero & Mr Tuly. Halted at the House of
114. Ward, in his journal, notes in an entry dated February 8, 1853: The "The following gentlemen were appointed today by the Gov. and Mr. D. V. Whiting, as appraisers, Jas.
J. Webb, Jas. E. Sabine, and Preston BeeTe Jr., in order to make a valuation of the public
property brought out by Mr. D. V. Whiting with the Tesuque Indians Delegation-a
proper list of the articles, and value of the same, was made and filed in.this office." NMHR,
16 :334. This was probably the Beck referred to.
115. Three lines below the name is spelled Majers. Apparently Abraham G. Mayers of
Santa Fe, who, in 1854 was appoi;'ted agent to the Pueblo Indians. Alban W. Hoopes, ed.,
"Letters to and from Abr.iliam G. Mayers, 1854-1857," NMHR, 9 :290 (July, 1934).
116. Henry Von Phul, one of Lane's oldest friends in St. Louis. Despite the Von in
his name, he was more French than German.
117. There is no way of ascertaining which Otero this was.
118. Antonio Jose, eldest brother. of Miguel. He had been appointed to the Supreme
Court by Kearny.
.
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Don Franco Sanches the prefect, who has an agreeable Wife,
but who was absent at Suveretta. Stopped for noon at the
House of Don Jose Felipe Custillo ll9 who was also absent.
Met Capt Steel & Col Chandler120 U.S.A.
Dinner at Custillos
1st Course Boiled Mutton & green chili Tortillas
2d
"
Boiled Fowl & Rice.
3d
"
Frijoles
4W
"
Curds & Mexican Sugar,
Silva of Sabinal &
Slept at the House of Ma [?]
sta [r] ted next morning.
Remained until Sunday 10 a.m. Halted a moment at the
new place of Jose Ant o Baca y Pino,121 & again at Limitar.
Mules refused to pull & stuck fast in the Rio Grande.
Halted for Noon at the House of Juan Armijo.122
Slept at La J oya at the House of Jose Cordova.
Saturday 20. Made Socorro early in the day & stop'd at

Mr Cannon's.
Monday 22. d Crossed the River at a short distance above

Casa Colorado & below Casales, & breakfast at the House of
Don Juan Domijo Valencia in Belin, recrossed the River &
Halted for the night at Judge Oteros in Peralta.
Tuesday 23 d Aug. Late start. Halted at the House of Sig-

nor Don Rafael Armijo,123 in Albuquerque, & took a cup of
Chocolate, wrote Letters &c. Terrible* fall of rain. Roads
inundated, reached Juan Perea's between 8 & 9 p.m.; but
could not be heard by any of his Family inside his gate. Went
119. Probably Castillo.
[Lt. CoL D. T. Chandler was in command of Fort Conrad.]
121. A leading citizen of Socorro County. Espinosa, op. cit., p. 7.
122. A leading citizen of Bernalillo County. Ibid.
123. Don Rafael and his brother, Don Manuel, described by General Sibley as "The
wealthiest and most respectable native merchants of New Mexico," made the mistake of
allying themselves with the Confederates, and after confiscations by them and, later, confiscation of their property by the Federal government, were ruined. With the flight of the
Confederates, they took refuge in San Antonio. Keleher, Turmoil, p. 203.
• I mean great fall, but not terrible.

120.
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on to the residence of Jose Leander [Leandro] Perea,124
whose reply to my Mexn Servant, who applied for Lodging
for us, was: "It is not a proper time of night to take in Travellers!" He shall hear from me. The night was dark & rainy
& the road as bad as possible. Reached Algodones & stop'd
at the House of Signor Meara.

August 24 Wednesday. Rain all day. Made Sta Fe about
9 p.m. The night being so dark that Mr Ellison was obliged
to walk in the Rain, & we had to light paper occasionally to

see the road.

Aug 25. Rain % of the day. Much Thunder, man killed
by Lightning, Mail arrived, Introduced to Judge Benedict,125
pleased with him.
Aug. 25 Thursday. I have somewhere noted, in my Diary,
that there is Little Thunder in N. Mex. In this I erred
greatly as Scarcely 3 days at any time have elapsed since
early in July, without a Thunder Gust, at Sta Fe, & for a
large portion of the time they have been of daily occurrence.
In my late tour I crossed the Rio Bravo del Norte 4 times,
1st opposite Peralta, 2 d at near Limitar, 3d atCasa Colorado,
4 at Belen. The water came into, the body of a high swung
carriage at the 1st & 2 d crossings, & the Mules balked at the
2d crossing & obliged me to ride out of the River behind
Frank on Horseback.
Letters rec d 25 Aug. June 4 St Louis,Union Corners, July
18.
124. Immediately after the conquest, Jose Leandro Perea, of Bernalillo, went to
Santa Fe "to become acquainted with the leading military officials; and to inform them
fully that in so far as he and several others of his kindred were concerned, they were
entirely satisfied with the change which had recently taken place." W .. H. H. Allison,
"Santa Fe in 1846," Old Santa Fe, 2:392 ·(April, 1915).
'.
125. Kirby Benedict, a native of Connecticut, spent his early years in Decatur, Illinois, and there became a personal friend .of Abraham Lincoln. Moving to New Mexico

in 1853, he settled in Taos. He was appointed Associate Justice of the New Mexico Supreme
Court and in 1858 became Chief Justice. [Cf. Arie W. Poldervaart. Black-Robed Justice.
Historical Society of New Mexico, Publications in History, Vol. 13, ch. 6 (1948). Aurora
Hunt, Kirby Benedict. The Arthur H. Clark Co., Glendale, California, 1961J.
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August 26. Prepared for an Electioneering Trip & on the
27th set out for San Miguel, accompanied by Hugh N. Smith
Esqr.126 Stop'd at Louis Kohn 127 at old Pecos.
I

August 28. Visited Snor [?] at Pecos Village, & then made
San Miguel & halted at Senor Diego Romero
Aug. 29. Set out before noon for Tecalote, 18 miles off.
The Rio Pecos had fallen suff tly to be forded which could not
be done yesterday. Stop'd at Mr Moore's at Tecolote, where
we met Dr Connelly, who had Seen My Family. Excessive
Rain in the evening with some Hail.

Aug. 30. Made Las Vegas before 11 a.m. roads very
muddy. Met that mass of Folly, egotism & dishonesty, Facendo [Facundo] Pino,128 returning, also Mons. Senschal,
who reports the Little Stream at Barclays Ft to be swimming, the Segillo [Sapello]. Silver Ore. Dr Connelly informed me that 300# of Siiver ore from Stephenson's mine,
(a mule load), will yield 3# Silver, i.e. lh" of Silver to the
100. He also told me that the silver mines of Chihuaa will,
pay, 6' of Silver is yielded by the 100#, & provisions and
cover there than here. He Sd Mr Potts said these mines of
Stephensons were exceedingly Rich.
Deposited with Mr Mitchell 129 $50* for incidental Exps
Wrote to my wife, Mary G. & Major Carleton130

126. In 1849 he had been elected by an extralegal convention, meeting in Santa Fe,

New Mexico's Delegate to Congress. He was never, how~ver. accorded official recogn.ition.
Turmoil;

Keleher,
p. 38.
127. Louis Kunz?
128. Pino was suspected of involvement in the Taos rebellion of 1846, but nothing was
ever proved against him. Paul A. F. Walter, "The First Civil Governor of New Mexico
Under the Stars and Stripes," NMHR, 8:104 (April, 1933). "He was. president of the
legislative council in 1861, at the time of the breaking out of the war." Ralph E. Twitchell,
Old Santa Fe, p. !l80, Santa Fe, 1925.
129. Possibly Superintendent of Indian Affairs. Bender, "Frontier Defense ...,"
NMHR, 9 :260.
-. Money afterwards returned
130. James Henry Carleton was to become one of the most prominent and controversial
leaders in the history of New Mexico in the mid·nineteenth century. During the Civil War
he was made a major general (March 13, 1865.) In 1852 when Lane was on his way to
Santa Fe, Major Carleton was in command of the military escort sent to meet him at

Fort Atkinson. Shortly after leaving the fort, Lane suffered a violent and extremely painful
and dangerous attack of "renal calculus" of which Carleton feared he would die before
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Aug. 31 Wednesday. Mr N. N. Smith returned in the
carriage to Sta Fe, & I set out accompanied by Mr Geo. W.
Meritt & Frank for Taos, on Horse and Mule back. Made Mr
Levi Keithly's131 Ranch, 15 ms by 1 oclk p.m. Halted, dined
& remained all night, on acct of Rain.
Sept 1. Bright morning. Set out, after Breakfast, accompanied by Mr Keithly, for the Town of Mora 15 Ms distant.
Mrs Hatch the Wife of the Host says their well in the
Fonda is 40 feet deep (25 thro' Rock), & that it has not
failed since the 1st Summer after it was dug. The water is
said to be hard, but was well tasted. I believe it is the only
well in the Town. Mr Merritt says it is 55 feet deep. If so it
is the deapest well in the Ter. 40 f. being the deepest, with
w h I have any acquaintance, in other places.
Hot Springs near Vegas
Hatch says there are 5 in N° but Mr Merritt says the
N° is 15 & that·a Cold Water Spring, springs up in the midst
of the group. Mrs Hatch says the water will scald, but Merritt says it will not boil an Egg, & that you may plunge a
limb' in the water & keep it there without scalding but that
it will scald if you do not keep it und~r water. This must be
error.
Mr~

u

Correspondence June 5, July 14 red Aug. '25. Reached·
Mor,a, in the Rain, & halted at the House of Senor D Jose
PlaP32 & was hospitably entertained. Met Capt Valdez 133 &
they could reach Fort Union. On reaching the fort, Lane was nursed back to health by
Mrs. Carleton. Twitchell, Lane Diary, PP. 44-49. For this he was very grateful and, to her
husband's unconcealed displeasure, later presented Mrs. Carleton with a ring; but he
did not find them personally congenial. Lane letter to his wife, Santa Fe, Sept. 19, 1852,
Missouri Historical Society Archives.
131. "Levi J. Keithly is alluded to in records of 1852-53. In December, 1859, he was a
member of the house from San Miguel county; was elected speaker, but was shortly ousted
by those favoring a slave code for New Mexico. A year later, he was again a member of
the house. In 1862·65, he was Indian agent for the Ute and Apache at Cimarron:' Bloom,
ed., HMinutes," NMHR, 18 :280, in. 65. uAccording to one account, Keithly, '8 plain, honest,
straightforward old farmer,' employed no devious political methods . . . :' !bid., p: 244.
132. The correct spelling is Pley. He was a Spaniard, a Justice of the Peace.
133. [Probably Jose Maria Valdez, mentioned as Captain of volunteer troops. NMHR,
9 :359 (1934), 19 :203-04 (1944)].
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many enthusiastic political friends amongst others Gen
Simpson ~hose Family I visited. He has 4 children, 3 boys
& a Girl with bright prospects for another. His wife has a
fine face & was engaged in Teaching a class of little girls.
The Mora Valley is beautiful but the seasons are too late
for productive agtre. The Wheat is not yet Cut & I fear the
frost will catch much of the Corn, production is greatly on
the increase, & Mr St Vrain 134 has a merchant mill here.

Friday 2 1i Sept. Mora. After an early Breakfast set out
for Taos. The Journey was made upon a Burro patch, up the
Mora to the foot of the Mountains, across the Mountains,
down a Valley, to the Picaris [Picuris] Creek, & then down
the creek to a point where it turns to the South, from whence
the patch ascends another Mountain, w h being crossed, we
traversed a rugged Country to V Ransom's camp, say 30 Ms.
The natural features of the country &' the productions of
the soil were exceedingly interesting. Heavy Long leafed
pine. Some of the Trees being over 2 feet at the butt. Some
Hemlock & balsam-firs. Cotton wood, broad & narrow leafed.
Aspen. Oaks (white) of low stature, some a foot over at the
butt. A Dwarf W. Oak, loaded with acorns.
Being unused to riding on Horse back, this days ride,
over the excessive bad roads, & Steep Mountains & Hills,
have been painfully -fatigueing to me, & worrying-to Kitty
Houghton My Mule.
Saturday Sep. 3. Reach Taos in U R. Ransom's Buggy, &
stop'd at Judge Beaubien's135 House. Found, his good Lady
134. Apparently Vincent, since he, not Ceran, was a resident of Mora. Keleher, Turp. 484, fn. 10.
135. Carlos Beaubien. AFrench Canadian who had come to New Mexico in 1823 and
settled in Taos, where he opened a store. He was the owner of the famous Maxwell grant
comprising over a million acres of land in the northern part of the state. At the time of
the American invasion, he remained in Taos and swore loyalty to the United States. On
September 27, 1846, "Kearny appointed him one of three judges of the newly formed New
Mexico Civil Court." Jim Berry Pearson, The Maxwell Land Grant, p. 6, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1960. It was in his house in Taos that Governor Charles Bent
was murdered by the rebelIious Indians.
moil,
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electioneering for me. The Judge returned from Sta Fe after
dinner.
Francisco Monterey. Blind (man) from the age of 2,
from Smallpox, now 27 yS old. Marr d at 20. Has 1 child.
Maintains himself & family by his own Labours, goes to
Mountains & cuts wood & brings it in on a Burro. Takes care
of Horses by taking out to graze, & cuts grass for the Market of Taos, 10 cts. a Bundle, 4 or 5 Bundles a day if he finds
sale for so much. Travels every where by means of his hear~
ing & a cane. In windy weather .he is embarassed & sometimes gets lost.

Sunday Sept. 4- Taos. Visited the Ranches,136 called at
Geo Gould's, Mr Gonzales & Hiram Long's. Day sultry.
Taos Valley produces in good Seasons, with judicious cultivation 40 Fanegas for every 1 sown, & half that quantity
under circumstances less favorable.
Saw a good sized potato, from Turner's Ranch. Saw Barley growing.
Taos, Monday Sept. 5. Fine weather & the Election day.
This day is to decide the question, whether my vanity is to
(be) fed, by being elected Delegate, or my substantial interests promoted by being rej ected. N ous voyons.
Monday evening. The prospect seems good that my interests are ~o be promoted.
Taos, Tuesday Sept 6. I am still at the House of Judge
Carlos Beaubien, in the Town of "Don Fernando de Taos",
& will remain here until tomorrow, waiting for the County
election returns, & for Company to Sta Fe, having dis~
charged my Travelling Interpreter, Mr Levi Keithly, who
has charged me $8 for his services & his Exps paid. The
Election prospects brighten. But, in order· not to be disappointed, I record myself beaten. It rained yesterday, & for
the last 14 days, it has rained, incesantly, (I mean every day
136. Ranchos de Taos.

\
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generally in the afternoon), 2 days, the 3 & f Inst. excepted.
It has also sometimes rained, in the night. It has therefore
been my Misfortune to have rain & muddy roads from Albuquerque to Taos. And the Rainbows (?) are much for
want of fair weather to harvest their wheat crops. The mode
is, to cut the wheat, with a Sickle, & haul it from the Field,
to an out-door earthen threshing floor, enclosed by posts, set
in the ground, some 5 or 6 feet apart; & to tramp it out by
means of Horses & Mules; then to toss up the straw & chaff,
with a pitchfork so that they may be separated from the
Wheat by the Wind. The wheat is ·then washed free from
dirt & ground in Shallow Hampers, by the Women; & then
dried in the Sun upon Blankets; when it is fit for use.
The process is so defective & so 'dependent upon the State
of the weather, from',the sickle to drying process, that much
of the grain is frequently damaged. The yield of the wheat is
certainly great in N. Mex. but the grain is not large & full
as in the U.S. I have not learned its wtJ They have a species
of many-headed wheat in this valley.
Senor Don Juan Vigil 137 paid me a visit. He is 87 yS of
age & is the stoutest man of his age that I have ever seen.
He enjoys good health & sees without glasses. Has been
twice mar d & has numerous descendants. Was born in Taos
Valley, & has been something of a Traveller, in his day.
Rabbit Ear Creek runs over a bed of Stone coal a few
miles below the crossing of the Indn road. The coal was seen
by Major Carleton. Coal crops out of the South & North
sides of the Raton Mountain, Carleton, Judge Baker 138 &
others saw it. Anthracite is found a few miles above Tecolote
on Tecolote Creek, says Moore; & he says Bituminous coal is
found on Vegas Creek, a few miles below the Town of Las
137. Juan Vigil was one of the men from Taos summoned by Gov. Armijo to confer
with him on the defense of Santa Fe against Kearny. Keleher, Turmoil, P. 9. [See also
NMHR, 29 :315 (1954) l.
138. Chief Justice Grafton Baker of New Mexico was appointed in 1851 by President
Fillmore. He had administered the oath of office when Lane was inaugurated Governor.
A native of Mississippi, he soon became involved in a number of feuds, and was not reappointed by President Pierce. 'He was the bearer of Lane's report on the Mesilla affair to
Pierce in the spring of 1853. 33rd Congress, 1st session, House Report 81, pp. 1-2.
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Vegas. Coal is also found near the Town of Taos. Judge
Beaubien. I saw indication of coal on a branch of the Sapello,
between Las Vegas & Keithly's ranch, on the Sapello, also
on the Piceris [Picuris] Creek, near where the road from
Mora, leaves the Piceris Valley to go to Taos.
Both Anthracite & Bituminous Coal is found in the County of Sta Fe near the Placer Mountain. Bituminous coal is
found on the Rio Pecos near Las Lunas. Capt Ewell. It is
also found, in various places, in the Navajo Country. V
Johnson 139 Col. Collins &c. I have not ascertained the depth
of the Strata at any of these Localities, except in the Raton
Mountains, where it is 3 or 4 feet in thickness.
Election for Delegate
Taos County
Majority for Go
167 [Jose Manuel
Gallegos]
130
"

Los Ranchos
Placita
Rio Seco
" Hondo

, 40

"

130

"
Total

Taos
Mora
Rio Colorado
Racines

MajoY for Lane

"
"
"

487 [?]
368
367
36

180
591 [?]

Majority for Lane'"

104

Don Fernando de Taos Wednesday Sept. A clear & fine
day, with flying clouds, after a rainy night. Wrote yesterday,
139. Perhaps Lieutenant Colonel Joseph E. Johnston, formerly of the Topographical
Engineers. When Lane stopped at Ft. Union on his way West, among the officers at the
Fort was Lieutenant Robert Johnston. Twitchell, Lane Diary; P. 49, fn. 57. [Cf. NMHR,
16 :135 (1941)].
• Approxe, nearly

!
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by Express, to Houghton,140 Collins,141 Ball, Messervy & Alvarez at Sta Fe, and today to St Vrain at Mora, also wrote to
Willie G. & will send the Letter by Frank. Visited Friends,
amongst others Senor D. Peter 142 [Joseph] a Portuguese
Trader, who told me that he had gray hairs in his head when
he came here 10 years ago; & that at this time he has not
one, no dye or eradication having been used. He is said to be
a man of veracity. Went to a Fandango at Bramshorns
crowded & too warm,
retired early. Women not pretty,
& men homely. Rain on Mountns •

Taos, Thursday 8 Sept. Left Taos, with Frank & Lewis
the Barber; Halted for the night at Embudo, at the House
of the Senora Valdez, much fatigued. The gait of a Mule
does not suit me. The most fatigueing days ride I ever performed was on Mule-back, from Shibboleth (Kennet's) to
Platen Rock.
Friday 9th Sept. Early start; halted at Belonde's, & was
regaled with large sized FreeStone peaches of a good quality,
(the best I had eaten in the Ter.), Musk Melons of a good
quality; pears of pretty good quality Wild plums; for all of
which he made no charge! But he accepted more than double
140. Joab Hougbton, former Chief Justice of the New Mexico Supreme Court. "During the war of the rebellion he was a staunch Union man, asserting his sentiments when
it required nerve to maintain his patriotism. In 1862, Judge Houghton was an acting
United States district attorney, and as such drew several indictments for treason against
prominent citizens. In the year 1865, when he was again appointed to he bench, he was
assigned to the third judicial district, and, while officiating as judge, had before him
various suits brought under the act of Congress of March 3, 1863, authorizing the confiscation of property in certain cases. By his rulings in these cases, Judge Houghton laid
himself open to the severest criticism, much of which was brought about through his lack
of legal knowledge. Twitchell, Leading Facts, 2 :398 note.
141. "James L. Collins came to New Mexico in 1827 as a merchant and trader, and
so continued to 1843. Then for some years he seems to have operated from BooneviIIe, Mo.
Early in 1850 he bought control of the Santa Fe Republican, and changed its name to the
Gazette." Bloom, ed., "Minutes," NMHR, 18 :270 note. In 1857 when the offices of governor
and Superintendent of Indian Affairs were separated, Collins was appointed to the latter
position. Bender, "Frontier Defense," NMHR, 9 :353. "A resident of New Mexico since
1825, Collins was perhaps the best posted man of his day on its Indian affairs." Keleher,
Turmoil, p. 93.
142. Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins believes this to have been D. Peter Joseph, a French and
not a Portuguese trader.
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the value-$1.50, First naively Saying, Is not this House
yours? Why will you pay for anything in it? This is a
strange race! Reached Canada [Santa Cruz de la Canada] at
2 p.m. & remained all night, on acct of Election Returns & a
prospect of Rain.
Estimates of votes in
the 7. Precincts in
Cty
L
G
Canada
56
74
(9) Chamita
15
75
15
Chama
90
10
(50) Rio Ariba
40
75
EI Embudo
Abiquiu
90
(300) Rito
10
290
641
199
Estimated majority for G. in County
442
But the estimate is by no means reliable, particularly as it
regards EI Embudo precinct.

Saturday Sep 10 t1l Canada. Mr Gorman came up from
Sta Fe in the middle of last night, with the news that I am
Elected. His Mission is to the prefects Court, at the Counting of the Votes, to prevent the alteration of the Poll Books
in favor of my opponent. My friends, fired off guns, & serenaded the balance of the night.
Will remain, until noon, to ascertain the state of the vote,
in this County; an infliction.
The Mexn plow is a primitive contrivance, just such ~s
we may suppose was in use, during the age of the Patriarchs. I will endeavor to give a sketch of one of a number,
now in my view.
The Beam is from 10 to 13 feet, in length, & is simply an
undressed limb of a Tree, as straight as can be procured.
The Coulter, Share & handles are formed of another rough

(
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limb, a little larger than the beam, & having a fork, as in the
sketch above. The beam is fastened to the share, if I may so
call it, by a piece of wood, pressing thro' the beam & wedged
in it, & mortised into bottom piece, or a Stone, & firmly
wedged into the share.
The oxen are yoked, by the Horns, Le. The piece of timber, called the yoke, is placed behind their Horns, & then
firmly strapped, to both Horns, of each Ox; which makes
their he~ds capable of motion, up & down, only; & this motion only, when each consents to moVe. It may therefore be
said, that their heads are stationary, which this form of a
plow makes essential, as the beam is lashed firmly to the
yoke, & the depth of the furrow & the steadiness of the motion of the plow will depend upon the uniformity of the
elevation of the heads of the Cattle.
The nose of the share is for the most, part tipped with
iron;* but none of all the 4 plows, now in my view, have a
particle of Iron about them.
This kind of plow merely scratches in depth, in parallel
forrows, leeaving a strip of unbroken ground, between the
furrows. The Scratch, is some 3 or 4 inches wide.
Mr Kelly reports the votes polled in Rio Ariba to be over
800 of wh G. got upwards of 700 (erroneous)
Copy, Governor's Report of vote of Rio Ariba County
Precinct
N° 1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7.

Canada
Rito
Ojo Caliente
Chimayo
Chama
Abiquiu
Rio Ariba
Majority for G.

Gallegos
74.
149.
103.
88.
110.
181.
138.
826. [ 7]
698.

Lane
57.
15.
19.
20.

128. [ 7]

• Sometimes fastened on, with nails, & sometimes tied on, with Raw Hide.
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El Embudo precinct which gave a majority for L. not
returned Santa Fe City, majority for G. 129.
Set out from Canada, about 11 & reached Sta Fe, same
day. Quartered at the House of H. N. Smith Esqr.
My Electioneering Tour is now terminated, in which I
have travelled 375 miles in a carriage, & 150, over the worst
possible roads, on Mule-back*, making the entire excursion
of 525 miles.

Sunday Sept 11 .. Wrote to Tuly at Albuquerque by Gennette. Dr Howgle arrived with good Election news from
Dona Ana, Socorro, Valencia, Bernalillo & Sta Anna, my
majority being 9399, which makes my election certain if the
illegal votes in Rio Ariba & San Miguel can be set aside.
Election Returns
County of Sta Anna
G.
300
L. 401 Whites & Ind
Majority for Lane
101
County of Dona Ana
L. 289

G.
Copy of Henry Cuniffe's Statement
County
r
a Tecalote
San Jose
Tecolote
San Jeronimo
Pueblo
Anton Chico
San Miguel
Puerto cito
Mulas
La Questa
Pecos
Plaza
Sapello
Plaza
• Kitty Houghton

of Vote in San Miguel
86.
116.
99.
80.
60.
104.
117
91.
53.
89.
109.
65
88.
36

72
12
41
1
43
11
64
2
4..

\
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San
Chapaloto
Total

96.
9.
90.
8
1399[?]
247[?J
1666 - Majority, G. .1152

Sta Fe
Sept 12; Monday. Remained in Town all day.
Much excitement hangs on the issue of the Election.
Sta Fe, Sep 13. Tuesday. In town all day.
Judge Houghton rec d Clew's Report of the Election Lane
886, Gallegos 634 Major. for Lane 252, whole N° of votes
polled for Delegate 1520. The highest N° of Votes polled for
any other candidate in this County was for Quinn, for Senator was 1496, which is less than the aggregated vote for
Delegate by '24 votes.
Wed. Sep 14. Sta Fe. Ashey 143 returned. Wrote letters.
Counted Money, Gold 53. Silver $17.37, afterwards 5. Gold
$8. Silver for change sold by Frank.
(Cash added) in Gold $300, Total
Mexican mode of Spelling
Sunday 18, Sept. Have spent the 15, 16, 17 & this day, in
Sta Fe. Today I went to church, & heard Mr Smith,144 on
Pride, which he made out to be, one of the most heinous of
sins. On this subject, much may be said, on the other side of
the question. Grapes in abundance, not quite ripe, bro t from
below, 64 ,cts a bunch. Peaches do of good quality. Flies excessively troublesome, & nights cold.
\

Monday Sept 19. St3: Fe. In Town all day.
Tuesday 20. Votes counted by Ashurst,145 Tuly & Ellison,
143. Probably for Asburst.
144. The Reverend Lewis Smith, the second Baptist missionary to the Territory of
New Mexico, who had come to Santa Fe in 1851. "Lewis Smith was recognized as an
eloquent and powerful preacher and a number of 'his sermons were published in a memorial
volume." Stapleton, op, cit., pp. 37-39.
1851, and began the practice of his profession at Santa Fe. He was a man of unusual
ability, a convincing orator and very successful as a prosecutor. He died in 1869, while
serving bis second term as attorney general:' Twitchell, Leading Facts, 2 :411, fn. 327.
145. "Merrill Ashurst who filled the office of the attorney general from 1852 to 1854,
and again from 1867 to 1869, was born in Alabama; came to New MexIco in September,
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with a different result. Much Excitem t against the Gov for
Granting a Certe of Election to Gallegos, & no little agst the
Secretario,146 for his doings in the premises." '
A Mule Load, of Organ Mount. ore of 300# yields 3
i.e. 112#
Silver to 100# ore-63
Will pay in Chiha where things are much dearer
Dr Connelly
Travellers say the Helah 147 Mines are richer
Nolands Silver ore from the Hecla (about 200 miles W.
of Rio Grande) from 4°z ore melted in a Black Smith shop,
in Taos, gave 181,4 Cts Silver
Judge Watts
The apples of Sta Fe, as tasted by me, are uniformly
sweet. The Grapes & Peaches which are bro t there, from a
distance, are uniformly sour. The Rasberries are intensely
sour. The Apricots grown here, are not very good. Melons
are very poor.

Wednesday, 21st Sept. Sta Fe. My Patent Lever Gold
Watch, was bought, of Fredk Billon,148 St Louis, (or rather,
he was employed to buy it for me, in Phila) in 1832. It (said
to be) manufactured, in Liverpool, by Jno Houghton & is
ned 23206.
Cash on hand in Gold
300
" added today "
60
$360
Cash on hand in silver
" added today "
Amt
Amt on hand in G. & S.
My Colts pistol is Ned 3641

25.37

4.
29.37
$389.37

146. William S. Messervy.
·147. Gila 1
148. Frederic L. Billion. native of Philadelphia. son of an importer of Swiss watches;
lived in St. Louis from 1818 until his death in 1885. E. G. Obear autobiographical album.
Missouri Historical Society. p. 58. Active in public affairs; autbor of Annals of St. Louis.
J. Thomas Scharf. Saint Louis City and County. 4:1592-94.
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In Town all day, & have had another instance, of the instability of the opinions & course of conduct of political
aspirants; & of the little dependence that can be placed in
their promises & professions, & especially, of those of the
Loco ioco school.

Thursday 2 d Septr• Yesterday I Settled all accts with
Messervy & Webb, had the acct baled on My Passbook, &
drew the bale due to me. I also paid bale due Young Kingsbury,149 on acct of his serV", as my private Secretary.
Judge Houghton gave me Mr Whites correspondence
about BartletI 50 & the Mesilla. I'am to use this correspondence, according to my discretion, to check-mate Bartlet. No
doubt now remains, on my mind, that this quondam Boundary Commissioner, is both Fool & Knave; & this private correspondence, furnishes proofs, of both these characteristics.
Roads & distances. Dr Steck 151 Ex Indn agt came from Ft
Webster to Sta Fe, in 5 days. He says a road can be made
from Socorro to Ft Webster, of 21;2_ days travel
Mem Cash on hand
fol.
217
" Added today, from Steck
Total

$389.37
30.

439.37 [sic]

Frank Smith. Gave him this day $25, being the half of
149. John M. Kingsbury was a native of Boston and had been "the faithful clerk and
bookkeeper of the firm of Messervy and Webb." He became Webb's partner in February
1854 and so continued to May 1861. Ralph P. Bieber, ed., 'James Josiah Webb, Adventures
in the Santa Fe Trade, 18411-1847, PP. 34-35. The Arthur H. Clark Company, Glendale,
California, 1931 (The Southwest Historical Series, ed., Ralph P. Bieber, v.I.)
150. John Russell Bartlett. "In 1850 Bartlett retired from business life and was appointed by President Taylor United States Commissioner to run the boundary line between
the United States and Mexico. under the Treaty of Hidalgo, in which duty he was employed
nearly three years, until February 1853." DAB.
151. Michael Steck. "A physician by profession, Dr. Steck had come to New Mexico in
1853 as an Indian agent for the Mescalero Apaches, and had served as Superintendent of
Indian Affairs in the Territory during 1863 and 1864." Keleher, Turmoil, p. 409. He opposed the harsh Indian policy of General Carleton. He was obliged to resign from the
service on May I, 1865.
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$50, promised him when we reach Home. I will therefore
have $25. to give him in St Louis, instead of $50.

Sta Fe County Bond. I this day, myself, deposited in
the hands of Senor Don Manual Alvarez of Sta Fe a Bond
of sa County for Collection. The Bond is for $500, & bears
date March 14, 53; it is made payable to Wm Carr Lane or
Bearer, on the 1st J any 1858; and has Coupons appended
for the Int at 6 per Cent; Viz, for $23.75 due Jany 1. 54,
$30. due Jany 1 55 $30 due Jan 1. 56, 30 due Jany 1, 57 &
30 due Jan 1. 58. Mr A. is authorized to demand & receive
the money upon Coupons & Bond, as it becomes' due; & after
deducting his charges for making the collections, he is requested to send to me, my heirs or assigns, the balce.
This Bond, except for a small bale to make the round sum
of $500, was issued for that amt of Cash paid by me Subsisting the Prisoners in the Jail of Sta Fe County, whilst I
. was Gov of the Ter N. Mexo.
See my Letter of instructions, to Mr Alvarez, of this date,
on file.
Contin of Sept 22 d • Went into an investigation of Roll
Books of late Election.
Reports an error in the Count of the Gov r & Sec. & that
I am entitled to a Certificate of Election.
Sta Fe, Friday & Sat. 23 d & 24 Sept. Moving in the measures for a contest of the Election for Delegate. Padre Gallegos arrived in Sta Fe 23d •
Mr Aubrey 152 informs me that he saw Black Locust Trees
& Sycamores on his last trip from Cala, betn the Rio Colorado
& Zuni; the last named, were sometimes 2 feet in thickness,
at the butt end. He also saw slate, & other indications of
stone-coal. These important facts, he omitted to state, in his
narrative.
162. [See Walker D. Wyman, "F. ·X. Aubry: Santa Fe Freighter, Pathfinder and
Explorer." NMHR, 7 :1-81 (January, 1982)].
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Mem Cash 'on hand 24 Sept
Brot from fol 219
This day added Gold
Silver

$439.37
54.

1.
$499.37[?]
20.
$519.37

Sep 26 Cash added Gold
~

Monday 24 Spt. Accepted an invitation to a complimen-

tary Public Dinner. Wrote notice to the Padre of my purpose to Contest the election. Wrote to Baker,
.Gen
Mrs
Carleton & Dr Langworthy. Weather wet.
Tuesday Sept 27 Sta Fe. Wrote to Judge Law 153 & Judge
Baker yesterday to com.Judl affairs today.
Recd Report of Judge Houghton, about the Mesilla (dated
Sept. 1, 53, & ans d his Com n (of same date). Has rec d a Bill
agst U.S. for $50 w h I am authorized,to collect for him.
Wrote to Cousin Geo Ewing y Dr Steck. He is Sd to reside
at Austin, Texas.
Got letters from Judge Watts,154 Mr Messervy, Mr Ashurst, Mr Tuly, Mr Hugh Smith, Mr WeIland, Dr Massie, Col
Collins & Judge Houghton, Mr [?] has written
Result of Election, according to Statem t of Sec. of Ter.
I

L,

under 1st Abstract of Votes
4530.
G.
4322.
Majority for Lane
206
d
under 2 Abstract

153. John Law, 1796-1873. Mrs. Lane's brother-in-law, Anative of Connecticut and a
graduate of Yale, he moved to Indiana where he, became a prominent figure in political
and legal circles. In 1830 and again from 1844-50 he served as judge of the Seventh Judicial
Circuit, He was "appointed by President Pierce judge of the'court of land claims and
served from 1855 to 1857; elected as a Democrat to the Thirty-seventh and Thirty-eighth
Congresses. BDAC.
154. John Sebrie Watts (1816-1876) associate justice of the United States court in New
Mexico, 1851-54; later, Republican member of Congress, 1861-63; Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court in New Mexico, 1868. BDAC.
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L.

L.

L.

2378.
G.
2866
Majority for G.
488.
under 3 d Abstract
4206.
G. ,2962
Maj ority for L.
244 [ ?]
under 4 abstract
4732.
G.
5243
Majority for G.
511.

Sta Fe, Wednesday Sept 28. In my Belt, Gold. 30. 30, 60.
60. 60. 60. 60. 48. 20. 30.-$458.
This day Irecd a Complimentary Dinner. from the Citizens of Sta Fe; & in the Evening there was a Ball which I
attended. Francis J. Thomas 155 ;Presided at the Dinner, &
every thing passed off Harmoniously.
The Misses Edgar, Gd daughters of Col Collins, at the
of the [?] St Louis, are requested by Col. C. to visit there.
My Toast the Dinner above named: The MoraJ & Social
reform, w h has been so happily commenced in N. Mex. & in
w h so many of the native citizens have cordially coop'erated
upon a late occasion. Truth is Mighty & will finally prevail
over error & vice.
Thursday 29 Sep. 53. Stole a moment from business to
join my Brethren of the Masonic Fraternity, & the "Odd Fellows" in the ceremonies of dedicating a Cemetery for the
joint use of both Orders. I became a Mason in 1814 & was
advanced, to the degree of Master Mason. Since the year 1815,
I have not been a member of any Lodge, merely joining the
Brethren, upon public occasions.
Friday 30 Sept. Sta Fe. Busied in preparing to set out in
the Independence Mail Stage tomorrow morning.
Recd a packet, containing, an unascertained am t of Gold,
from Mr F. K. Aubrey per hands of Mons. [?], ($4 or 500)
Clerk of the third judicial district of the Territory of

155.
Fernandez de Taos, op. cit.

New

Mexico in

1858.
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to be delivered to Glasgow & Bro. St Louis, the Gold to be
carried Subject to Mr Aubrey's risk. *
Recd a Gold Bullet, from Capt F. 1. Thomas, to be conveyed
to Genl Rob t Armstrong of the "Washn Uni<:m." *156
Oct. 1. Set out, in the Independence Mail Stage, for St
Louis. I was accompanied, to Arroyo Hondo, by a number of
citizens in carriages and on Horse-back. At the Arroyo,
speeches were made & complimentary Toasts were drunk,
songs '\vere sung (one \vritten for the occasion), & I '\-vas O\Terwhelmed with compliments & kind offices.
Encamped near Pecos Church. 157 The night was cloudless,
& a heavy hoar frost fell; & I was, bedding & all, made 'wet.
Slept well. Frank woke up, with tooth ache. It rained &
snowed (on the Mountains), yesterday. Dined at rock corral.
Oct. 1. The mail party consists of, Frank Booth, Conductor
Mounted Jesse A. James/ 58 Driver, Ben Cunningqam, Outrider Mounted Albert Driver of Baggage Wagon.
Passeng~rs

John McKelvey Kingsbury, Ab n Henry Brown, Myself &
man Frank. The Stage had 6 mules & the Baggage Waggon,
4 do 1 Mule was led.
Vegas
Ed F. Mitchell
Hatch
Anton Chico
John Kitchins
Vegas
ChsW. "
Albert Roese
Tecalote
StaFe
Geo. H. Estes
RichdOwens
WmP.Delton
J as A. Sabine
J. W.Read
Jas.M.Hunt
• Delivered as directed W.C.L.
156. Proprietor of the Washington, D.C., newspaper.
157. The ruins of the mission church of the historic pueblo near the Santa Fe Trail.
158. Despite his name, he was not the father of the famous outlaw.
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Oct. 2. Sunday. Reached Tecolote, & Quartered, with Mr
WmH.Moore.
Oct. 3. Breakfasted at Mr Mi~hell's, at Vegas. Mrs Hatch,
a pretty woman, (the Mother), & Mrs Mitchell (the daughter) , a good woman, being present. The Breakfast was purely
American, a treat, coffee with good cream, Fresh Butter, &
Hot Flannel Cakes. God bless the women of the States; & their
cookery, & their general habits.
Wednesday 5 Oct. The road lies thro' a praIrIe, with
mounds of Volcanic Rock ri~ing here & there, with ranges of
mountains, on each hand. Ravens were numerous, & I heard
a Solitary Lark sing, early this morning. Antelopes were
numerous, yesterday, & today, also Prairie dogs. I saw a flock
of Blackbirds, accompanying a large drove of Cattle, from the
Fort. Passed the "Waggon Mound," about 8 miles to the south
of our road. Our conductor shot twice at Antelopes, without
effect. Breakfasted at Ocate, where the Troops have made a
good crossing, by filling the bottom of the Stream with stone,
the best sort of a Bridge. Distanc,e from Camp to Ocate, 18
miles, & 12 to Red River (the Canadian fork of Arkansas).
Have passed several pools of Water today. Soil generally rich.
No Timber, of any kind, grass very short.
'
Breakfasted at noon, fried Ham, Crackers, Coffee, Molasses, & some Sweet Butter, that was put up, for my own use, at
the Ft, by Mrs Shoemaker.
"To be good, is better than to be rich."
Saw indications of Coal, in a bank, near the road, a little
distance west of Red river where we halted for Tea.
Red river, (the Canadian), is a clear stream of 20 or 30
ydS wide, & is now a foot deep, at the crossing. It runs over-a
Solid bed of Sandstone, having vertical longitudinal fissures,
in the direction of the current. The banks are low, not more
than 3 or 4 feet, showing that it never rises higher. The river
bottom, is not wide & alluvial; & the bluffs are some 20 or 30
feet high. I saw appearances of slate & coal, on them. There is
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no timber, & but a scanty supply of stunted cedar bushes, on
the bluffs. Reached Fort Union & quartered at the House of
Capt Shoemaker, U.S. Ordnc Dept; from whom, his. Wife &
daughter Ellen, I rec d every mark of Hospitality.

Tuesday, .4y, Oct. Wrote to Judge Houghton (& put the
letter in charge of Capt. Shoemaker), about testimony in contested election case.
Stage left Ft Union. at 10 oclk A.M.
Capt. Shoemaker,159 wants Burton to send him his Book.
Capt Easton,160 wishes to be remembered to his Friends, at St
Louis. Col. Brooks wants an additional brevet.
Took our depalture, from Ft Union, about 10 oclk a.m.,
the Baggage Waggon being heavily loaded, with corn, &
having 6 Mules instead of 4. A young Phila , named Steven, &
a Moni Harder; & eight span Mules, being added to the Mail
five, (27 cattle all told). Stop'd at some Witer Holes, Sd to be
15 miles from the Ft for Dinner, after our Meal I walked
ahead, 5 miles, before I was overtaken, & when I was overtaken, it was ascertained, that the Tire, of one of the wheels
of the Stage, was broken off, & had worked loose. This accident obliged us, to return to the water, where we had
dined; & as the carriage was crippled, the passengers walked
back. This made my walk 10 m S • The carriage wheel was card
back, to the Fort, & by 3 oclk a.m:the men returned, with it;
&, by Sun~rise, we were on our march again.
We had no Tent, & went to bed without Supper. The Dew
fell heavily, & the night was cold. I slept uncomfortably, but
rose fresh &: wet.
'
Saturday, 8 October. Good Start. Sandy roads, after having made 8 or 9 miles, halted for Breakfast, at Cedar Spring,
\

159.

William R. Shoemaker, who joined the army in 1841 as military store keeper in
the Ordnance Department. Heitman, op. cit., p. 884.
160. Langdon C. Easton, a member of an old St. Louis family. He later took an active
part in the Civil War in the Quartermaster Department and eventually reached the
rank of Colonel and Assistant Quartermaster General. William Starr Easton, De8cendant8
of J08eph Easton, p.

90.
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and then made a run of 16 miles, over an exceeding good
road, & at 1% oclk reached water, near (above) Cold Spring,
where we stop'd for Dinner. Have seen few antelopes, today,
& no other animals except Prairie Dogs, Crows, or Ravens, &
a stray lark, or 2. The Day is uncomfortably warm, with
some appearance of coming rain. A Sand hill Crane, flew
over the Dinner Camp. From Ft Union, to this point, a plant,
resembling the plant from S. America, which yields the
Caoutchocin, is frequently seen. I have seen some 2 feet high,
with leaves 4 in. wide, by 6 in. long, with 3 & 4 pods, having
a very fine cotton, attached to the seeds. The plant yields a
Gummy Milky juice when wounded. I dare presume in after
times, it will be used for some economical purpose; perhaps
to produce Inda Rubber, if not, for an exceedingly fine cotton,
resembling silk.
He who will not change his opinions, will never correct
his errors.
Passed the Enchanted Spring* after dark, & travelled
late. Encamped 2 or 3 miles E. of the "Upper Crossing," of
the Cimeron, at a pool in the Cimeron. Night mild. No dew.
We ascended to a beautiful level plain, after leaving the
. river, & encamped in the prairie, some 4 miles east of the
river, after dark, without a Tent, fire, or supper. The night
was cold, no dew, & the morning smoky.
Saw many herds of Antelopes, today.

Thursday 6 Oct. Arose, from our Earth cots; at 5, & I
walked ahead, 3 miles, with Frank & Sloan. The country is
without wood; encamped, for Breakfast, at some water
Holes, where we saw a crane. Conductor wounded an antelope, but wehad not time to pursue it.
There are Hills, or Mountains, just on our left; & Elevated Mesas, four on the right; all in sight.
Encamped, at 8%, upon a large pool of good water, near
the "Round mound," wolves around us wailing. Travellers
• also sometimes called "Upper Cimeron spring" near what it is said, the boundary
line of the Ter. of N. Mex. passes.
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passed us, going West, in the night. Night cold & dewey, no
wind.
\
Thousands of Antelopes seen this day, but none of them
killed by us.

Friday 7 Oct. On the march, before Sun rise. Halted for
Breakfast, at Rabbit-ear creek.
During Breakfast Col. St Geo Cook, & Maj or Rucker, &
Dr Davidson, & their Families, came into camp, from the E.
They had left St Louis, on the 6 ult. Geo McGuinny accompanied sister, Clara, Now Mrs Davidson, & her Babe. As there
was but little grass, at the camping ground, we, halted at
noon; & then again, at Cotton Wood Creek, for Dinner. Have
not seen as many antelopes, today, as yet. Have seen 3 or 4
solitary wolves we shot 2 ducks, at the Breakfast staud.
Encamped, at 8, without water.
I

Sunday October 9. Cold windy morning. Conductor shot
4 Ducks, at one fire, & missed some Antelopes, for the 20th
time. Saw some few Geese, & 2 Birds, larger than a Duck,
which the Conductor said were not good for food. He called
them "Mud-hens." Passed the bones of Aubreys Mules, & encamped at a pool, in the bed of the Cimeron, at 81;2 a.m. Have
used the Dried Dung,of Oxen, for Fuel, &, being dry, it makes
a very Hot Fire. "Buffalo chips."
The Valley of the Cimeron appears to be 30 or 40 miles
wide at this point. It seemed to be of about same width at the
place which Aubrey lost his Mules, from cold, in 1 night.
Our encampment last night was near a solitary grave. He
was a traveller, & died last spring. How Lonely!
I saw what I now consider to have been a Centipede, yesterday but did not take it. Examined a specimen of wingless
Grasshopper which abounds, in this region. The length of the
body exceeded 11;2 inches, a strong [?] extended back from
the head, to which it was attached, so as to overlap, in part,
its little short wings, useless for flying, or even to assist its
bound. Its thighs, of hind legs, were about an inch long; &
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as large as the body of an ordinary Grasshopper, & its legs,
about anothe~ inch in length. Its middle legs, run more
slender, &, in their entire length, about an inch long; & its
fore leg~ were some % of ~n inch long. Its hind legs were inserted, nearer the head, than the tail; & the entire length,
from the nose, to the end of its hind foot, when marked out,
was about 3 inches. It is very bulky, & apparently Clumsy,
but it possesses great strength, as may be ascertained by
holding it by its hind legs; & its leap does not fall-short of 5
feet, & sometimes exceeds that distance. If edible, its great
size, might make it available, as article of food. I do not remember to have seen this insect, E. of the Arkansas river.
Blue compact Limestone abounds at Las Vagas, & is seen
as far E. as the Canadian, lying above Sandstone. I saw the
same fOr'mation at the Copper-Mines (Santa Rita), on the
mountains, or rather in the depressions in the Mountains. I
also saw, a grayish compact Limestone, at the passe del
Norte.
Sandstone appears first, on the Indpce road, as you advance West, at the Enchanted Spring, which debouches from
the sandstone formation, after you turn to the left, & ascend
the Hill, or Mesa, after leaving the Valey of the Cimeron. As
you go West, this sand stone is overlaid by plutonic rock, &
this again, by a calcareous strata, and above the last strata,
you sometimes see high points, of other formations, & always
more, or less dust.
Who can estimate the age of the World, or pretend to give
a history, of the changes on its surface?
This Cimeron itself is a puzzle. The old bed of a Stream is
grown up with grass & a gigantic triangular Rush, with
standing pools of water, here & there, & little water in the
dry bed, never lower, than 2 feet in the quicksand, & never
\
more than 5 feet below the surface of the general level of the
Cimeron Valley, which seems to vary from 10 or 12 to about
40 Ms in width, bordered by grassy sloping bluffs of from 50
to 200 feet high. From the road you can see where this stream
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debouches, from the high lands into this Valley. From all
hands I learn, that the stream above this Valley, is always a
running stream, sometimes being 8 or 10 feet deep. In the
Valley, it is never a running stream, long enough to destroy
the grass & Rushes, in its old bed, it sinks in the Sands. What
an immense Quicksand this Valley must present!
Dug a hole, in the dry bed of the Cimeron, at 1 oclk, which
soon filled with tolerably good water, a little tinctured with'
salts. Dined on Duck-soup, a new dish, which was palatable,
but perhaps it was my appetite, that made it so good. It
cannot be denied that Frank Smith is a good cook, after his
invention of Duck Soup.
'Passed Mitchells Train of Ox trains, freighted with army
stores after night & encamped on the Cimeron where there
was no water.
The Apostate Cardenas 161 & a Methodist preacher,162 accompanied the Train, took sick. The train party were gathered around their camp, at one of which there was music
from a violin, Tambourine & Castanettes.
In the afternoon we travelled over the finest road I ever
saW, & just at dark encountered a large skunk which was
mistaken for a young Fox. Fortunately we suffered little
from his odors.
The night was bright, from an unclouded moon, & brilliant stars, but it proved dewey & cold with a little frost.
Slept uncomfortably from the cold, & having my bed ill-arranged. Will do better tonight
Monday, October 10. Late start, sun

14

an hour high.
Breakfasted upon a high, level plain where there was neither
grass, (except half dried Buffalo grass, scarcely 2 inches
161. Benigno Cardenas, a former Catholic priest who had recently joined the Methodist
church. He later recanted and, after doing penance in Albuquerque, was readmitted to
good standing in the Catholic church. Stapleton, op. cit., pp. 107-09.
162. According to Stapleton, Ibid., "Upon his return from London, Cardenas was
authorized to return to New Mexico in 1854 with [E. G.] Nicholson who had been appointed as Superintendent of Methodist missions." But this was 1853. [Stapleton is incorrect-the year Was 1853.]
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high) water or wood. Made Coffee, from the Keg of bad
water, from a pit on the Cimeron, & breakfasted upon, fried
Ham, Water Crackers, Coffee, some onions, pickles, with
more salt than vinegar, & Molasses, & ate heartily. For a
common drink, we have weak cold Tea, a little sweetened.
Our Fuel is "Buffalo Chips," or rather Ox-chips, which
makes, when dry, an excellent fire. I now realize that I have
read about fire being made, in the desert of Africa & Arabia
out of the dung of the Camel.
After descending from the low Mesa into the Valley of
the Cimaron, we found some indifferent Water (brackish),
in the holes, which have been dug by travellers; & halted,
for dinner.. The cattle have not tasted Water, since dinner
yesterday; but either were not very thirsty, or did not much
relish the Water.
This is a dreary country; Not a tree, or even a bush, to b,e
seen; & even tall weeds, & luxuriant grass, are not to be
found.. A dreary waste is pr:esented, before, behind & on
either side. A very few Antelopes, an occasional large &
surly Wolf, nearly white, some marmots & here & there a
Skunk, make up the Catalogue of Land Animals; & birds are
still more scarce.
The Weather is however fine. It is decidedly what we call,
in the states, Indian Summer, the atmosphere being murky,
if not smokey, & the sun more or less lurid, in the morning.
These appearances were observable as soon as we emerged
from the Mountain region, at Las Vegas. The Valley of the
Cimeron, is a wretched locality; but the highlands, on each
. side of it, that I have seen, are beautiful & perfectly level,
with the appearance of an exceedingly fertile soil. I never
before saw any lands so p~rfectly level. These flats are covd
with Buffalo grass, a short nutricious grass, curled, & not
more than 1 or 2 inches high. As soon as you reach the
Cimaron, you see the roads & Wallows, of the Buffalo, now
grown over with grass; showing conclusively, that the Buffalo is no longer a denizen of this region. The roads ran uni-
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formly, from N. to S., & consist of a Single path, about 18
inches or 2 feet, in width; or 2 or more parallel paths, so near
each other, as to-~ive the road the appearance of a waggon
road.
\
The Buffalo- is rapidly disappearing, &, in a very few
more years, will entirely disappear from the pl~ins. Our Indn
policy must therefore be changed, to enable the Indns to subsist.
In the evening the conductor broke the hind leg of a Buck
Anteiope & Kaw the short iegged cur caught him. He was in
tolerable good order only, but served as a valuable addition
to our Ham, which is neither good nor plentiful.
iEncamped at a pool of good water, said to be :lh mile from
the "Lower Cimeron Spring."
The early part of the night was warm, & the Mosquitoes
were troublesome.

Tuesday 11 th Oct. Early start, & made Valley of Sand
Creek, over a beautiful stretch of road, before nine. Encamped at a large pool where there were Geese & Ducks of
small size. Shot a Brant
& some ducks. Morning very windy,
)
from the North.
.
Witnessed an extraordinary instance of courage in Caw,
the Dog. The bowels of the Antelope had been left some 300
yards from the Carriages, & soon a wolf came up for a repast, & 2 others showed themselves. This was too much for
Caw's patience &he boldly encountered the 3, & drove them
away.
Encamped about 13 me from Arkansas. The night was
fine & I never slept better in my whole life. Heard a wail in
the night which I tho't to be that of a panther orcougar.
Wolves Howled around our camp, & a small herd of Buffalo
were grazing about a mile from Camp, & a herd of Antelopes
about half that distance.
Yesterday the Conductor shot a buck antelope through
the stomach, which was caught by means of the Dog & the
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outriders. This sen-senable supply of Fresh meat, is a great
relief.
The conductor says the distance from our camp on Sand
Creek to the Ark" is 48 miles. The wood, with the exception of
a reach of about 7 miles at the Arkansas is the best in the
World. Not a- hill, or a stone, & no sand. The Soil is a rich
Black Mould; but there is not a drop of running water from
Sand Creek to the Ark", & now all the pools are dry. Our
Cattle had no water for 24 hours.

Wednesday, 12 Oct. Breakfasted on the Ark". The banks
are low, about 5 feet, * & the River is quite low, being a series
of sand bars. Water nearly clear & wen tasted.
Crossed the River, where it was % of a mile in width, &
upwards, & free from Islands. The River was full of sand
bars, &, at the deepest places was not more than knee deep.
The bottom was a sort of Quicksand, in which the Mules &
Carriages sank, but not suddenly.
A few miles below the crossing met the Mail stage & the
Conductor concluded to encamp together for the day. v"
Moore & Garland were passengers; the former of -whom, I
'
'
found to be interesting.
An old Buffo Bull, came within rifle shot, of our Breakfast
Camp; & then galloped off.
At the camp of the 2 stage Co~, 5 Buffo came down to the
river, to drink, below the Camp; but we were not in the humor
to hunt.
Wolves came into camp, during the night. Dew fell slightly. Mosquitoes, somewhat troublesome. Pleased with V
Moore; not much pleased with Garland.
Thursday 13 Oct. Early start~ Breakfasted near Ft Atkinson, now abandoned. Weather cloudy & cool.
- Mirage was observed upon several occasions, W. of the
Arkansas.
• oftener 3 feet.
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Supped upon Crow Creek,' & encamped in the prairie. A
fine night, & abundance of Wolves.

Friday 14 Oct. Heavy Fog in the morning. Stop'd upon
Little Coon Creek, now drained dry, by the immense herds of
Buffalo, which overspread the country, in every direction.
We have passed a succession of Herds, for at least 10 miles &
if I were to estimate their numbers, at many hundred thousand I presume I would not err. Many of the herds are composed of :B~n8 alone. Day cluudy & cool.
Every body out of temper, about water. The Mules have
had no drink, since supper last night, & are unusually
thirsty, from hard driving; & the Buffalo have drank all the
pools, in the Creek, upon which we have halted, perfectly
dry, so that we cannot get a drop to cook with; & we have no
water ahead, until we reach Pawnee Fork,-25 miles.
After much swearing, 7 some digging, in the mU9, in the
bed of Little Coon Creek, the men managed to dip up, enough
of extremely questionable water, to make some coffee. There
were to many infirmities in sight, in the mud of Coon Creek,
&, the water which was procured, was too badly tasted, to encourage me to take any more of the coffee, than about half a
cup. Besides, there is nothing in any part of the Breakfast,
the Ham excepted, that is not disgusting, so I eat little.' A
work man used [?] usit [ ?] eating, could not w:ell be [?]
We were in the midst of vast Herds of Buffalo, until we
reached Pawnee Fork, at 3 oclk p.m. This is a pretty stream,
running in a deep trench, some 20 or 25 feet deep, with steep
banks, with stoney bottom, & some 20 feet across the deepest
part, being some 12 inches, & current rapid.
This pretty stream, is the more agreeable, bYbeing shaded
with timber, (scattered), of large size. All the Trees that I
examined were Elm & Ash, and none were tall; altho' some of
them were more than 18 inches thro a yard from the ground.
The' Buffalo were so numerous, that all the grass, in the
vicinity of the River, was eaten close to the ground. The soil,
for many miles around, is exceedingly rich. The trees, seen
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here, are the first that are met with, since you leave the
Mountains, at Las Vegas.
Encamped, 4 or 5 miles east of Ash-creek, in which we
found wet mud, in the pools, but no water, conclusive proof,
that the countless herds of Buffalo, had been there, since the
last rain. Night cloudy, could not sleep, for the Lowing of
the Buffs, & the Howling of Wolves, some of the latter came
into camp, & howled most piteously.
It commenced raining, about 2 o'clk, & we were obliged
to pack up bedding, & sit in the Carriage until morning.

Saturday 15 Oct. Early start, in the Drizzling rain & fog.
Buffalos abundant, & as stupid as ever, in uniformly running parallel to the road, & attempting to cross it, ahead of
the mail-coach. Lines containing hundreds of individuals,
from the old half gray, shaggy, powerful Bull, with his long
tufts of hair, under his throat, & his outside leggins, hanging
nearly to the ground, upon his forelegs, to the last spring's
calf, were continually crossing the road, ahead of us, in single file, at full speed; and sometimes no more than from 50
to 70 yards in advance of the Coach. But our only Rifle was
wet, &, besides, we had neither the humor, nor time, to hunt.
There was some little timber, in Ash Creek. The soil is exceedingly fertile, & level all the way from Pawnee fork. Encamped, for Breakfast, upon a bend of the Arkansas, a few
miles W. of Walnut Creek. The Banks of the Ark here have
Sand hills, (low), on the North side. Heard the Note of the
Patridge of the states. The Patridges of N. Mex., are of a difft
species, & identical with those of Cala. The Pheasant is also
diff t from ours, with dark plumage. The "Pawnee Grape"
Vine, was dug up, by me, upon the Pawnee Fork. The "Arkansas Grape" Vine, & "plum'" scion, was dug up, by me, at
this camp.
I see the Indian Rubber plant, thus far, on our road side.
Meadow Larks, are now & then heard & seen, & Blackbirds, are numerous & noisy this morning.
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If you would have abundance of vegetable & animal life,
you must seek them, only, where water abounds.
Pawnee fork, is 65 m ~rom Ft Atkinson, by the dry road,
& 80 by the road, near the Arks River.
It drizzled all the morning until Breakfast time, & then
cleared off. At Walnut Creek, we met Mr Withington,163 the
mail agent, from Council Grove, with corn for the Mules. He
had a Waggon, a German & a Kaw & a Cherokee Indian, with
him & supplied us with Buffalo meat some Irish potatoes &
some Fresh Butter, a most acceptable treat. Encamped at
Walnut Creek, to feed the Mules with Corn; & made a long
halt, every body Cramming themselves to the throat with
Buffalo meat, the Hump Ribs &c &c &c of a Cow. But the
cooking did not please me.
Was informed by Mr W. that ~ German Noblemen, with
their retainers, were encamped, a half a Mile up the Creek,
hunting the Buffalo.
Strengthened our Mailcoach Team by 2 additional Mules,
& then went forward at a rapid rate; & encamped for the
night near the 2 Butes (2 Sand Hills so called), where there
was no water & little grass, the country having been extensively burned.
About 10 oclk, it commenced raining, & continued to rain
all night. The Passengers & Frank got into the Stage Coach
& Baggage Waggon. ; & the men got under the Waggon. I did
not move my bed, relying upon my India Rubber Cape, to
save me from the wet; but by Sun-rise I was well bathed in
Cold Water.
S

Sunday, October 16. Made an early start, morning drizzly,, passed many Herds of Buffalo. Country much burnt.
163. In the diary of his outward trip, Lane refers to Charles H. Whittington, mail
agent at Council Grove. Twitchell, Lane Diary, P. 28. This was probably the same man, his
name having been misspelled before. "Charles H. Withington was, without doubt. the oldest
settler in Lyon county, having established his trading post with the Indians in· June, 1864
. . . He Was then, and for several years after, "the directory and historical society for the
county." Flora Rosenquist Godsey. "The Early Settlement and Raid on the 'Upper
Neosho...• Kansas State Historical Society, CoUections, 16 :452 (1923-25).
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Breakfasted at Cow Creek. Halted again to bait Mules, on
Chaves Creek. Weather cloudy &Cool.
Mr Withington (an uneducated man), who resides, 'with
his Family, at Council Grove, is of opinion that the Mission
(Methodist), at the Grove, is productive of little good. Indeed he is of opinion that the educated Ind ns are the "greatest
rascals" of the Tribe. This may be true, for intellectual cultivation, without moral culture, may be of little benefit.
The country from the boundary of Missouri, to Las Vegas,
some 700 miles in extent, may be said to be, a treeless series
of Grassy plains, scarce, but not destitute, of water. These
plains, on this side of Pawnee Fork, have just been burnt, &
now there is not even grass sufficient to relieve the eye, or feed
the cattle of Travellers & Buffalos, except here & there in
very limited quantities. I believe it is unusual for the prairies
to be so extensively burnt, at this season of the year; for the
gr.ass is not yet entirely dry. Mr W. informs me, that he has just bot ~OOO Bu. Corn,
which was raised by the Kansas Indians, at 66 cts per Bu in
Mdze.
The first Grouse was seen near the Little Arkansas. They
are very scarce. Buffalo have been seen, by us, only from the
great, to the Little Arkansas, and here they were in countless
numbers.
Monday 17 Oct'". No rain last night, & we slept well.
At 4 o'clk A.M. were upon the road; and at 7%1, in the morning reached running Turkey Creek 15 miles, & encamped for
Breakfast. This is a running stream & hence its name. Saw
some Small Ducks & shot one. Had shot 2 Grouse. The burnt
prairie extends throughout on the North Side of the road.
Mr Withington informs me that they have no equinoctial
rains this season, & that we may expect to have wet weather.
We expect to reach Council Grove tomorrow, & Independence
in 3 days more. This looks like getting home at last.
The Kansas Indians number about 1320 Souls, & their an-
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nuity, per capita, is 6 & some cents each. The.ir numbers are
Sd to be on, the increase; & their condition is improving, so
says Mr Withington, who does not praise them much
Kaws
Osages
Mr Withington

1320'
4800

Withington
Ja s Rogers a Cherokee who is with

The O!d Kaw Indn who is in CompY with Withington,
cannot teE his age. He has had 3 wives & 47 children by them,
of which number 9 only are now living. One of his wives is
dead. He is a large man, & measures round the chest the same
size that I do. It seems to me that Indians are rounder in their
chest than White men; i.e., deeper from the sternum to the
back. The old fellow showed us several scars from wounds
which he said he had rec d in Battle; & told us that 3 of the w ds
were recd from that N° of Pawness whom he had slain.
Encamped at noon on Delaware creek to graze the Mules.
This Stream, now dry, is 55 m S from the Grove & takes its
name from the Delaware Indn who was robbed & murdered
there in '52, by the 4 [?] from the U.S.A. 2 of whom were
hung, & 1 acquitted. The 4 th turned States evidence, & saved
himself.
Met Mr Abram's train of 8-12 Ox Waggons, under the
charge of Mr Van Eppy & Mr Thos Ackerman. They had 4
Span Oxen; & three under the yoke looked well.
Halted at Cotton Wood creek (in which it is said there is a
6" Iron Cannon, left there by Pike) for supper. This stream
which has abundance of water, but does not run now, is 45
miles from·the Grove. There is more timber here than has
been seen since we left the Mountains at Las Vegas. It is all
cottonwood, & taIler than is usual. The Soil all this day has
been uncommonly fertile. The Buffalo grass has given place
to prairie grass, except in patches, no doubt produced by
seed in the Dung of Oxen & other Cattle, which have fed
upon Buffalo grass; & the seeds have passed without having
had their vitality destroyed. According to my observation the
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Buffalo grass is gradually making its way, along the road,
eastward.
Encamped at a place called I believe "Lost Spring," after
a drive of 52 miles. The night was cold & a heavy Dew fell
so as to wet our bedding. Slept well.

Tuesday, 18 Oct. Late start. Morning exceedingly Foggy.
Halted for Breakfast upon [blank in ms.] Creek, about a mile
west of Diamond Spring, after a drive of 14 miles. We are
now 17 miles from the Grove, & thank God for it. I am tired
of the Journey & am not anxious to make it again.
Game today 1 grouse wounded & lost & 1 caught.
Drove at a smashing rate, & reached the Grove, at a little
after 2 P.M., some 32 miles. Found some 40 or 50 Lodges of
Kaw Ind ns encamped South of the Town, & heard much complaint of their thieving, from the Whites. Stop'd at the House
of Mr Withington (Chs W.) This place is visited by Intermitting Fever. Mrs Withington spread an excellent & Table for
us, but none of the party partook but myself. God bless the
women of the States.
Wednesday, 19 Oct. Late start. Breakfast at Rock Creek,
some. 8 miles. Am delighted with the massive Timber, on the
Neosho, Big-John & Rock Creek, Overcup, Sycamore, Walnut, Hickory, &c. Acorns & nuts abound. Weather fine. Indian
Summer. Met Mons. Cyprian Chouteau,164 with an Ox-train
going to the Grove. Passed a small creek & then another,
called Bluff Creek, which was [?] Mr Booth says the junction
of Rock & Bluff creeks with the Neosho, some miles below,
presents a tract of some 2000 acres of the best farming land,
with heavy Timber. The Country is Rolling. The prairies are
on fire. Look rich, but the substratum of stone is too near th~
surface for first rate fertility, in seasons of drought. Encamped for Dinner on Elm Creek, 23 miles from the Grove.
164. Son of Pierre Chouteau, Sr. and Brigite Saucier. An employe of the ChouteauSarpy Fur Company. he spent a great part of his life among the Indians. He was born in
1802 and died in 1879. Paul Beckwith. Creoles of St. Louis. P. 49.
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Encamped for the night, on the plain, without water.
Night Cloudy, at the commencement and comfortable. Dewy
towards morning; The prairies are extensively on fire, &
present a very magnificent spectacle.
Thursday 20 th Oct. Started at sunrise &, after a drive of
12 Miles, halted for Breakfast, at "119 Creek." Our next halt
was at a Settlers House on the E. side of "110," where we
waited until the stage came up. This Settlement consisted of
3 families. The women were mixed breeds of the Shawnee
Tribe. One of the men was also a Mixed breed, & the 2 other
men were whites. Their Habitations exhibited industry. The
Houses were well built Cabbins, & the Fences were substantial. They had dug a well of some 30 feet in depth, which
afforded excellent water. All spoke english, but Shawnee was
the language in common use. Fever & Ague prevailed & the
White man especially looked lean, sallow & miserable. The
children were of uncommonly large size, but did not present a
healthy look. The furniture in their Houses & their modes of
living, were those of the Whites. I am told that these Indian
wives are uncommonly industrious, & faithful to their Husbands. Any white man who marries a Shawnee woman, is entitled to as much Land as he can cultivate; & the land is inherited by the Wife's children. It is the Wife w:ho receives
the annuity wh is due to her & her children, per Capita. So
says MrW.
After a drive of some 14 Miles, over a road which was in
some places distressingly dusty, we halted, to water &, bait
the Mules, upon the edge of a burnt prairie, on Rock creek,
which presented standing pools of questionable water only.
Our dinner consisted of Fried [?] Crackers, pickles & tea,
with bad brown sugar, only.
NQtes from Edw d Everetts letter of 17th Sep. '53, to Lord
Jno Russell, thro' "Boston Advertiser."
The speeches of Engh Minister in Parliament are sometimes 4 & 5 hours long, & frequently 2 & 3. Mr Everett's minis-
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terial reply to the proposition; for a Tripartite Treaty '(the
length of which was complained of by Lord John), would
have made a speech of about one hour long.
Not more than 1/10 of the population of Jamaica, is of
European origin. France compelled Spain by the Treaty of
Amiens, to cede Trinidad to England, which Island "by
strength of Position is the Cuba of the Southeastern Antilles."
\
France did not get possession of Louisiana in 7 months
after she had sold Louisiana to the U.S. She came into possession on the 30 th Nov. 1803, & surrendered it to the U.S. on the
20 th Dec. 1803, making a 3 weeks possession, "a mere ceremonial affair, to give form to the transfer of the province."
"The Ter. of the U.S. is but little less than the whole of
Europe while their popn is not quite equal to that of the
United Kingdom." . . . "The people of Cuba were justly
disaffected to Spain." M.A. [?]a recent impartial French
Traveller confirms this statement;
Florida point is 110 miles from Cuba, Gen1 Terrigos fitted
out a Mil. Expn in the Thames in 1831, which was defeated at
the last moment "its members esc~ped." France has annexed
600 miles of African coast, with an indefinite extension into
the interior.. England has lately annexed the half of the
Burman Empire, & France the Society Islands in the Pacific
Ocean.
For spoliations by England previous to 1794, provision
was made by Jay's Treaty. For Drs [depredations?] by
France, the Convention of 1800, was an illusory set off. Soon
afterwards other spoliations commenced, & 100 millions
worth of property was swept off the high seas, under "Orders·
in Council," & the "Berlin & Milan Decrees."
For the spoliations made by the English no indemnification has been made; & for those by the French, a very partial
indemnification only by the convention of 1831.
I regard this letter as an unanserable production, of
which every American ought to be proud.
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The Rail-road meeting at Ind ce Recommended Noble's
case, or the Pitt river pass, with a bifurcation to Oregon; &
they ask for a survey of the great central route thro' Delaware pass, or South pass, in the Sierra Madre, & Nobles pass
or Pitt river pass, in the Siera Nevada, with a bifurcation by
the Klamath pass, to Oregon, &.down.the Wallamet, & across
the Columbia, to Puget Sound,
Conchatopee pass, Cochtope. [Gochetopa] Much is said,
in the V.S., about this pass, & yet I never heard it mentioned
inN.Mex.
Northern Boundary U.S.
49°
Mouth of Kansas
39°
Mouth of Mississippi
29°
38°
St Louis, Cinti & Wash near
Sta Fe
35", 41'
The Cost of Transporting the Pacific Mails already amts
to about 1114 Mill an1Y, says Priestly Ewing, Memb. Cong., in
his letter to Sec'ry Walker.

Friday, 21 st Oct. Encamped last night at Willow Spring,
& came on for Breakfast to Black-Jack, some 9 miles; where
there is a deserted little Farm. Last night was pleasant with
no Dew. This morning we have a drizzling rain, which is preferable to the heavy dust of yesterday.
Our Breakfast of fried Ham, Crackers, coffee & pickles
being disp·atched we moved on to Bull-creek, 10 miles. When
we halted at The Trading house o~ Baker & Street 165 to bait
the Mules. The rain & Wind has steadily increased & is now,
noon, somewhat violent this however did not prevent our on~
ward march, amidst the Rain which continued until the middle of the afternoon, when the rain ceased & the wind & cold
,
increased to an uncomfortable extent.
Our Dinner-halt at "Lone Elm"* was full of discomfort,
165. In 1855. among the men and firms at Westport were Baker and Street. William

R. Bernard, "Westport and the Santa Fe Trade," Kansas State Historical Society, Transactions. 9 :564 (1905-06). They conducted a general merchandise business.
• Some Barharian had cut down the Tree.
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from the weather wet ground on which we were obliged to
spread our meal & set, the wind, smoke & cold: And last from
our poor fare, fat bacon fried, the last of the Crackers & a
scanty supply, a bit of pickle apiece & Tea without sugar,
water boiled in the coffee pot. But being our last meal on the
"the plains" no-body grumbled. We are literally out of provisions nothing remaining on hand but a little Tea & pepper &
the back of a Shoulder of Bacon.
At Baker & Street's saw a patient with an Int. Fever,
which disease prevails here.
Mr Withington at Council Grove informed me that the
Shawnee Indians deny that Tecumseh fell on the field of Battle
or by the hand of Col. R. H. Johnston. They assert that he was
mortally wounded, at the Battle of the Thames, retired from
the field, & crawled into the Top of a fallen Tree, & there died.
The Shawnees are diminishing in numbers. The Indians
are undecided about selling their lands; but will probably
consent to sell, a part of their lands, as soon as they had to
take council upon the subject.
Reached Sta Fe which is on Boundary line of Missouri &
all camped. The night was dark cold & windy, & the ground
wet. I slept on the wet ground in the open air, & suffered from
the cold.

Saturday, 22 d Oct. Morning cold & Windy. I suffered
somewhat, being unprepared for the change in the weather.
Made the Widow Rhodes for Breakfast, 13 Miles.
Arrived at "Independence" Iv,., p.m. & took lodgings at
"Noland House" Mr. [blank in ms.] Proprietor.
Thus ends a Journey across "The Plains," in the Stage, of
800 Miles, which was commenced on the lnst, & w h has been
performed, without suffering, & without any accident.
Sent a message by Tel., to my wife. Expect to embark on
the "Honduras," tomorrow evening. I
Jose Maria & the Tesuque Ind ns
Wrote to Tho· Huffaton, Methodist Mission, Council
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Grove Nebraska, on behalf of Jose Maria & the other Pueblo
Ind ns & requested him to write to Mr John Ward Spl Indn Agt
Sta Fe N. Mex. & inform him Of the condition of some packages & a Brood Mare belonging to these IndUS which Mr D. V.
Whiting 166 is said to have left in the hands of Mr H. last fall.
Sent a copy of this letter to Mr Ward to be shown to Gov
Meriwether & Jose Maria.
Saw Newspaper Notice of the death of my poor Little
Jimmy.167
Mr Edwd F. Beale,168 Supt IndnAffs Cal. left Westport Mo
17 [10] May 53 & reached Los Angeles, Cala 22 d Aug., travelg
time 49 days. His Animals were in good order, notwithstand':'
ing that they had traversed 800 miles more than the direct
distance, by having to pass from Grand River to Taos for
Provisions & back again to Grd Riv r.
Mr B's route was, across to the Arkansas, up to the Mouth
of Huerfano, up that River "to its source," across the "Rocky
Mountns by the savage "de. Chitopass" [Sangre de Cristo
Pass. FDR] , to valley of Rio del Norte, reaching Ft Mago n
[Massachusetts, FDR] in 20 days, having lost 3 days.
Crossed "the Mountains at the conchatope [Cochetopa]
pass," forded "sevl large Streams none of w h are mapped."
The Rio ·de Laguna, "a perfect Mountn torrent" was passed,
by Means of a rope,Peruvian fashion. The next stream was
the "Uncompayee" [Uncompahgre], a tributary ofGrd River,
in wh.a Mule was drowned. The Country abounded in Deer,
Elk & Antelope. Grand River was the next Stream. The Utahs
were on the W. Side of Gd river. Had many Horses, next point
166. "Our earliest mention of David V. Whiting is in a letter of J. S. Calhoun, dated
at the Indian agency in Santa Fe, February 16, 1851." Abel, ed., ·Official Correspondence
a! James S. Calhoun, p. 292. Soon, Calhoun was using him as translator and interpreter,
and presently as private secretary. Bloom, ed., "Minutes," NMHR, 18 :252.
167. James, son of Wm. Glasgow, Jr. and Sarah Lane Glasgow, had died on October
14 in St. Louis. .
168~' "Prominent among the leaders of a new scheme of transportation were Major

Henry C. Wayne, U.S.A. and Edward F. Beale, formerly an officer in the Navy, but at
that particular time, Superintendent of Indian Affairs in California." He was interested
in the use of camels as a means of transportation, over the Western' trails. Fred S. Perrine, "Uncle Sam's Camel Corps," NMHR, 1:434 (October, 1926). For Beale's trip to
California in 1853 see Gwinn Harris Heap, Central Route to the Pacific. Philadelphia. 1854.
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"Santa Clara, "Muddy River" pas Utahs [Paiute Indians],
Tio Mesa, Mohave, Los Angeles. Letter of J .A~L. [Informant
for information on BeaLFDR]
Embarked ina. B. Honduras, at Blue Hill· (Independence) , Landing at 4% oclk p.m. on the 23 d Oct, Sunday.
Wrote to Col. Collins, letter to be mailed at Lexington.
The River, being very low & snags abundant, the Boat lay
to all Night.Fare self & serv t tOfjt $16~50 pd

Mon: 24 Oct. Took on Coal at Sibley & Freight (Bale
rope), at Lexington. Bumped upon Snags all day & once upon
a Mud-bar. Tied up, for the night, early at a Woodyard.
WID Conrielly, Capt. ofthe Boat.
Lewis Morris, Clk.
Tonnage of Boat 600 Tons.
Freight aboard 40 or 50 Tons

Tuesday 25 th Oct. Reached Boonville 2 oclk p.m., was
asleep, grounded upon a Sandbar % mile above Rockport, &
did not get off until about dark. .Dropped down to Rockport
& tied up~ for the night.
Wednesday 26 Octr • An upward-bound Boat lai4along
side of us all night. It rained hard all night. Early start, but
we had not been afloat an hour before we ran upon a Bar,
high & dry; & then had to work hard, with spars & windlas,
for hours, before we were afloat again. Got afloat afll a.m.
Telegraphed my wife, from Jeff n City, in the afternoon, &
told her to expect me, tomorrow evening. Lay to, below the
mouth of the Osage, for the night..
Last night it rained heavily; tonight, it is J)itehy dark.
Thursday 27 Oct. Early start. About sunrise ran upon a
sand-bar, & at half after 4 p.m. we got afloat (4lf2 oclk p.m.)
wooded & then tied-up for the night a few miles below where
we had been upon the sand bar all day.
Friday 28 Oct. Made a succesful run & entered the Misspi,
a few minutes before 6 p.m.
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Did not recognize BelleFontaine (a cantonment established in 1803 by Gen l Wilkinson) where 1 was station as an
Army Surgeon in 1816, & where I was stationed in 1818 after
I was married; & where I continued until I resigned, May
1,19.
Reached Home, after 8 p.m. & went, with my wife, out to
Mr Glasgows.

Monday, Nov. 7 th • Have remained at my Family residence,
N° 39 S. 4th Street. St Louis. :from the 29 th ult.. until this time.
having paid 1 visit, of 2 d~ys length to Bien~enue,169 3 visi~
to my son-in-law's Family. Willie is better, Victor is somewhat ill, from Chills, & my Daughter Sarah is Much out of
health.
"
N° of my House 39
Mrs Cuthbert, Phila 359 Arch St
Nov. 16. Engagement made with Mr T. G. Adams 170 to
farm Bienvenue jointly, see memo of agreement.
Nov. 18 th • Have remained in St Louis until this day.
My w t 195, without my Coat.
Nov. 21. Wrote to Dr Saml Moore Fairport, Muscatine
County, Iowa & informed him that Mr St Vrain had not yet
[ ?] Notes in my hands.
Nov. 22. Wrote to Marianna Shemelly & enclosed Gov t chk.
for $10 div. & 5.55 premo $15.55 directed to Lexn Mo..
Also to Hon. John Law Evansville Inda.
Mr Wm Glasgow Jun r wants the 2 Patent off. Reports, previous to that of IS52.3 also
.
The papers of· the Smithsonian Instn if they can be had
without cost or trouble
Miss Elizabeth· E. Lucas Convent of the Sacred Heart
Manhattanville, New York.
169. The family farm on the hill above the Chain of Rocks, now the site of Glasgow
Village.
170. Probably an error for Frank Adams, a nephew, who lived at Bienvenue years
after this.
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Nov. 23. Wrote to Judge Houghton Sta Fe, & enclosed the
papers relating to the claim of Don Pablo Melendrez.
Nov. 24. Wrote to Col. Collins & Major Creiner, Sta Fe
Jno Law Evansville & Hon E. Whittlesey Wash. Journey to
WashnCity
Nov. 24. Set out accompanied by my Daughter Ann,l71 at
6%, oclk lA, p.m. route Alton by S.B.; rail road thence via
Chicago, Buffalo &c
59.60
Fare to N. York $29.80
Hack, St Louis
1.50
Baggage Wagn
.25
.50
Breakfast myself R R
Supper,S. Boat .25
.25
.50
Road all night & reached La Salle at noon 25 th . Landed at
Chicago, Sherman Ha at 51;2 p.m.
Journey to Wash n
.50
.50
1.00
Exps Dinner at La Salle
.10
3 Apples on way
.30
Omnibus at Chicago
Supper
"
1.
Omnibus
" t o depot
.30
Reached Buffalo 101;2 p. & Albany 9%, a.m. on Sunday
26 th Stop'd at Delavan House Cor. of Steuben & [blank in
ms.] Sts
Exps Breakfast
gst
.50
.50
1.00
Supper Myself
.50
Bill at Delavan Hs
3.50
.12
Barber
171. Anne Ewing Lane, 1819-1904. Lane's eldest child, a very strong-minded and outspoken young lady, who adored her father, but, since they were very much of a kind, they
had many furious clashes. Lane consistently refused to append the final "e" to her first
name because her middle name began with that same letter.
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Took passage in R. Road at 5 P.M. & arrived in N. York
at 11 A.M.

Wednesday Nov. 80. Have remained in the City of N.
York since 26 th at the Metropolitan Hotel, the most magnificent Hotel & the best in all its various appointments I ever
saw. Have kept an acct. of my every day Expenses. My Hotel
Bill is $15.75. Thi~ Hotel was bot lately by Stewart the Merchant $400,000 in hand &a like sum 1 year.
Plate. Bot for my Wife A Silver "Tea Set"
1 coffeepot
1 tea
"
1 Cream"
1 Sugar Bowl
1 Slop "
Paid in Silver Bullion
85
cash
175
260
Wrote to my Wife, giving advice of purchase, Dec. 2.
Plate. To be sent by Adams Express, Care of Mr Von Phul, St
Louis.
N. York Nov. 30. Took the Cars in the afternoon & went to
Phila. Stop'd at "Guard House"
Deer 1. Thursday~ My Birthday. Left Ann in Phila to come
on with Capt Farmez: & made my way in the Cars to Wash( ington,& stop'd at Browns Hotel Penna Av.
Washington City Dec. 2. Friday. Looked about, in this
great Fermenting-Tub of'party politics, intrigue & Vice, but
could ascertain little of what is going on under the Surface.
My Room N° 131.
Mr" Cuthbert 359 Arch St
My Sojourn in New Mexo We passed the Enchanted
spring on the 22 d Aug. 1852, early in the day, & travelled
l
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West until we reached Water at a famous spring the name
notrecollected. I therefore entered the Territory on that day.
And on the 9th day of Sept 1853 I passed the "Enchanted
Spring" on my return to St Louis, in the Night & encamped in
the Valley of the Cimeron. I therefore left the Ter. on the 9th
Sept. I therefore lived in the Ter. from Aug. 22d '.52 until Sept
9~53.

Letters recd~ Deer 2, Washn , Hazleton, Ashurst~ Gorman &
Watts from Sta Fe. Graves from Taos & Baker from Jackson.
Wrote to Mrs Lane Sarah Mr G. & Willie, & sent a Note to
Doctr Law & my card & address to his Father.
Dec. 3. Introductory Letters & dispatches Gen1 Armstrong from Thomas [?] note Hon. C. S. Nitt, N Rep. from
Graves~ card Joseph Bryan Esq. from Judge Houghton, Note
Rev Ben Edd Gray, from Capt Graves, card, Mr Burwell Ed
White, Repup. from [?] note Hon. Edd Bull, N.R. Ohio, from
Grainer, card. Col. Sherman, Wash note Hon. S. P. Chase,
Senate Note Rev Mr Slievr Met M.E. Church from Chs Nicholson, note

Dec. 5. Washington City. remained in the city the 3d & 4th .
This day being the 1st Monday in the Month is the day fixed for
the Meeting of Congress.
. R. Frank Green's letter, dated Sta Fe, Nov. 1 .52, sent to
St Louis 7 forw d, reed at Washn 3 Dec. Wrote the Letter with
a Note supr of the Convent at Carondelet on the 5th Dec. & requested the infn which Mr G. requests about Miss Virga Harper, 12 yrs old, to be sent to me here.
Dec. 6, Tuesday. Took Seat in the Capitol, as a Contestant
for Seat of Delegate. President's Message read.
Introduced to Lieu t J. C. Strain U.S. Navy, by A. R.
Corbin. Mr S. has been designated by the Sec. Navy, with
fear & trembling, to run a line of Levels from Caledonia
Bay, to Panama bay, (I believe), the distance is about 40
Me & has a River at each end with a Single hill of 150 feet in
height, near mid-way, the harbours at each end being good.
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It is proposed to cut a Canal from ocean to ocean, without a

lock to be 150 feet wide at the bottom, So as to allow the largest Ships of war to pass each other, in the Canal. The tide
rises 23 feet on the pacific side & 3' on the Atlantic, Making
a difference of water level at high-tide of 20 feet. Mr Strain
is authorized to expend $1380 in his operations by Mr Sec.
Dobbins, And the purpose is to verify explorations & le~el
ings already made, & perhaps to vary the route, a little to
the N., midway the line of transit.
Friday 9th Deer. Have remained in Washn since the 6th &
have made many agreeable acquaintances.
Monday 12 th Dec. In Wash n since 9th awaiting the appear-

ance of Padre Gallegos who is Sd to be in the city somewhere.
Thursday 15. Still awaiting the arrival of the Padre, but
becoming impatient
Deposited $442 in gold with Mr Browns clerk, for safe
keeping
Waited upon the President this day (15 th ). It was the first
time I had seen him & I tho t of Ovid's account of Phoetin's
[Phaethon] attempt to drive the chariot of the Sun, & its
disastrous result, which I read when a School boy, & which I
have not read since.
Mem. The Padre arrived, the evening ofthe 16th ..
The Ship "Great Republic" at N. York, Nov. 28/53.
Tonnage, 4500 Tons, but capable of carrying 6900 Tons.
3511 Tons Iron Used in her Construction, is over 300t
feet long, draft of water 22 feet.
Mr Leech
Went on board the "Baltic-Collins Steamer The "Atlantic" lay near her.
\
Addresses. Genl Scott,12 th Stbet. 5th & 6 avo N.York
Geo M. Gordon; late Sutler of Ft Massachusetts, now
Washn
MrGales
I. Disturnell, N. York Map Maker
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1. W. Scott of St Louis Mo called & left his card, who is he?
Leanna Lee's husband
C. H. Martin?
Douglass Howard, Rep. He Rep. Seat left of Speaker
S. J. Spiegelberg (Solompn-Jacob) care of Gans Leberman & Co. Phila
John L. Dawson (son of Geo.) Atty at Law Brownsville
pa
John T. Hogg, N. York
Wrn Claude Jones Esqr appl for J udgship in N. Mex.
Wrn Preston, U Col.
Militia in war with Mex.
Mem. Congo '53, 54.
Ferdinand W. Risque, GeoTown D. C.

Saturday 17 Dr Washington. Wet day. Ann dined with
her quondam school mate, Miss Juliana Gales, at her Adopted
Fathers, Mr Gales, Ed. N. Intel. Called for her myself, after
dark. Mr G. was indisposed with neuralgia (Gout ?), & had
retired to bed. His seat is on the heights, some 2 Me from the
Genl P. office. But I could not see the grounds.
Miss Juliana's name is Walker. Her Mother is sister of
Mrs Gales & is a widow. Mrs G.-has no child &, has adopted her
niece Juliana.
Wash" Sunday 18 th Deer. In the city waiting counts.
Dec. 19 th Monday. The Padre presented his credentials &
was sworn in as Delegate &, I sent in a Memorial Contesting
his right to a Seat.
Tuesday 20. Memorial ref d to Coee on Elections.
Wed. 21. Chairman of Comtee on Elections, informed me,
that nothing would be done (in_my contest) until after the
Holidays. Had an interview with P. M. Genl about Mail
Service in N. Mex.
Thursday 22 d Deer. At Breakfast, Judge Me Lain openly
expressed his opinion, that our country was descending, the
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scale of morality, so rapidly, "that an example, had ceased to
encourage Republican Institutions, abroad; & that our Gov t
would, in all likelihood, continue to decline rapidly, until a
despotism would ensue. He averred that the "Judicial arms
of the Govt, the Legislative ,& executive arms. Now, is the
Judge unnnecessarily apprehensive; or are his .fears well
grounded? I· have had my own misgivings, for some time.
Ever since the Presidency of Gen l Jackson, for whom I voted,
the first time, (but not the second); from which may God
preserve me.
I have not left the Hotel today. Am not very well. Mrs
MCKay present sent by Col Stewart, to the care of Col Larned.
letter of 16th to me & 1 to Ann.
Friday 23 d Dec r • Recd
Wrote to my wife, to Sarah &to Frank Adams, long letters.
Called for Settlement of my own accts, & for explanation
of Wingfield's, at Iilda Off. &called at Comptrollers office.
Saturday 24 th • In Washn visited Smithsonian Institute,
with Ann. Met Mrs Scott (Leanna Lee.
Sunday, Christmas. I do not remember to have passed so
quiet a ChHstmas in my whole life, or rather to have seen
such quietude around me on every side. No Reports of Firearms, No Crackers, No Squibbs, order & perfect quietude
reigned everywhere.
Ann went, with Mrs Gales, to our Episcopal Ch. & I afterwards went to the Unitarian Church & heard Transcendental
Pantheistic Sermon, from Dr Channing, which I could not
comprehend.

HOLM O. BURSUM, SHERIFF 1894

By DONALD R.MOORMAN/*
, Perhaps the most interesting aspect of Western History
which has captured the imagination of the American people
has been the problem of law enforcement. ,Seemingly, few
aspects of this field remain to be covered. The, colorful sheriffs and marshalls of "Tombstone, Dodge City and Topeka
have been duly enshrined on, the American Mantel. The
sheriff's victims,-prostitutes,rgamblers, rustlers and mur~
derers have 'seen their reputations gain a certain' air of
respectability but yet the real heroes in the quest for law
and' order have been relegated to the dusty archives of
universities. '
, In most Territories the period of lawlessness seldom extended beyond a twenty or thirty year period, and, even
within this range .the key population centers of the Territory
absorbed most of the lawlessness. Whether or not we believe
that the frontier attracted a particular breed of men, we
must concede .that .the frontier catered to men looking for a
chance to make their mark in the world. In their anxiety to
make their mark, they often were not concerned with the letter of the law. King Colt's decisions were final and the sentence was seldom appealed. '
The frontier society of New Mexico did not lend itself
to the typical Turnerian hypothesis. Spanish institutions
and attitudes combined to make law enforcement somewhat
unique. The patron, many times, administered penalties for
minor violations, while Spanish respect for authority tended
to minimize their participation in major crimes. Consequently, one finds that the bulk of serious crimes was committed by non-Spanish speaking people. The Spanish, hOw'The author's doctoral dissertation was A Political Biography of Holm O. Bursum.
1899-1924. Department of History, The University of New Mexico. 1962. Ms.
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ever, seem to have been guilty of a' greater share of minor
offenses.
,
Holm O. Bursum, the subject of this paper, arrived in the
New Mexico Territory during his late teens. When he put
forth his name as candidate for Sheriff, he had lived through
several Indian encounters, helped survey a railroad route,
and through wise investment and Clever horse trading had
acquired a large-sized ranch.
Bursum's bid for election as Sheriff of Socorro County
had an unusual twist. Often districts found it difficult to find
a clerk who could read or write. On election morning the
polls at Mogollon, a town in Socorro County, were closed for
want of a literate clerk. At 9 :30 in the morning a prominent
stock raiser, Charlie Ward, rode into town to vote. The bookkeeper in a cross-roads store commandeered Ward to act as
clerk of the elections. After explaining the town's dilemma,
he hauled Ward off to'jail. The local officials appointed him
clerk and forced him to receive the ballots through the bars
of the jail. As soon as the polls were closed the ballots were
carried across the street to old John Coffee's saloon and
counted over the bar. When Charlie Ward signed Bursum's
election certificate, he was allowed to return to his ranching
business. l
The policing of Socorro County was sufficient to tax the
ability of even the most determined officer. During the
1890's the county occupied an area of 15,386 square miles,
extending west from central New Mexico, a distance one
hundred and seventy miles to the Arizona state line. At its
widest point the county was approximately 85 miles in distance; more than one-fourth of it was mou~tainous.IThese
mountains gave the ,Territory a brief mining boom in the
1870's, but by 1890 many of the key mining districts were
dying. When Bursum was elected Sheriff in 1894, the exit of
miners from Socorro County was conspicuous.
One early inhabitant of the region related how, as a
1. Washington Star, February 2, 1923.
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young girl, she sat on the steps of a local mercantile company and counted the wagons as they rolled out of town. It
seemed to her that the town was dying a cancerous death.
Merchants went bankrupt because they were deserted by
their customers, miners fled because of the lack of work, and
the "rowdy element" left out of sheer boredom. However,
since the Southwest was one of the last havens for the reckless breed, Bursum was familiar with the gangs of Black
Jack Ketchem, the original Black Jack Christian, Broncho
Bill, Butch Cassidy, and Kid Curry. The list was enlarged by
Jimmy the Tough, Tom Crow, Buckskin Bell, Kid Johnson,
and Dan Pinkins.
Highway robbery was frequent in the western Territories and sometimes a bit of local humor was injected into a
normally serious situation. San Antonio and White Oaks,
New Mexico, were blessed with frequent stage service. On
October '7, 1896, the east bound and west bound stages were
held up. The four highwaymen first attacked the east bound
stage at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Fortunately, no passengers were aboard so the bandits had to content themselves
with a few mail sacks. The disgusted robbers then followed
the mail route eastward, exchanging their tired horses at a
prearranged rendezvous for fresh ones. Six hours after the
first hold-up they stopped the west bound stage. The stage
driver willingly gave over the mail sacks and was ordered
down from his platform. Next the lone passenger stepped
down from his dust-ridden compartment. The passenger,
David Tanner, had apparently been in the same predicament on another occasion, for as he stepped down he managed to drop his pocketbook under the stage. Seeing that
Tanner had little to offer, the bandits took his hat, gloves,
and pipe. This was a common practice in the west and greatly facilitated tracing of the bandits. However, on this occasion, the bandits were confronted with a sad tale of poverty
-in fact the story was so sad that the bandits gave Tanner
seven dollars in change. When the bandits left the scene, the
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would-be man of poverty pick~d up his wallet and happily
concluded that the robbery had netted him a three dollar
profit. 2
A posse was sent from Lincoln and Socorro Counties,but
with few results.
Every sheriff seems to have had one criminal who posed
a special problem. Bursum's nemesis was Black Jack Ketchem. Tracing the encounter of Bursum and Ketchem was interesting for it so happened that the sheriff was chasing two
Black Jack bands simultaneously. However, on June 26;
1897, Black Jack Christian was killed near Clifton,Arizona.
For the next two months a posse searched for the remaining
elements of the gang, but was limited by the problem of
expense.
I am sure that I can get every man of them if therewas only
some means to pay the expenses of keeping the search up, but
the county has no available means that could be used for this
'purpose and I cannot personally' afford to ,stand the expense
any longer, in as much as the county is unable to do anything
towards defraying the expenses, it has been, suggested that
money might be raised by subscription, and I thought perhaps
you might feel disposed to do something regarding [sic] paying the expenses of keeping a posse after the outfit until I get
them, 1 dislike very, much to have to call on citizens 'in this
way on a matter ofthis kind, but conditions are such that if
the expense of continuing the case is not raised in this way it
will be impossible to, successfully accomplish anything. . . . 3

In order that he might make his point more emphatic he
speculated on the future of Socorro.,
The killing of Smith and the fact that .the perpetrators of the
deed have not been caught has hurt this county with outside
people a great deal. It is not only the killing of Sniith but,
they [the Ketchum' gang] are constantly stealing horses,
, cattle, and if this condition' of affairs is not stopped and the
2. Socorro Chic/tan, October 8, 1896.
3. H. O. Bursurn to W. S. French, July 16, 1897. BUTsum PapeTs, University of New
Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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guilty not brought to justice people will be afraid to come
into the county and securities will nat.urally decrease. . . .4

By August 20,1897, Black Jack Ketchem complicated the
scene by ravaging Western Socorro County. He was also
accused of shooting and killing Ed Moss and "Shorty" Miller. Bursum sent Deputy Sheriff Shaw to apprehend Black
Jack, but the deputy had his horse shot out from under him.
Bursum decided to send out Indian scouts to trace down the
killers. The Indians were aware of the dangers of their occupation. Consequently they insisted that the posse follow
a mile behind. The Indians reasoned that if they were
stopped by the bandits there would be little danger of being
shot. However, as a part of a posse the danger of meeting a
violent end was increased appreciably. On this occasion the
Indians sent word that they had located one of the camps of
Black Jack. The posse was called forth and a member of the
gang was captured, but was later shot trying to escape.
The irony of the chase was made known when Bursum
returned with his posse of tired men. While he was chasing
Black Jack's gang, Black Jack appeared in Socorro looking
for Sheriff Bursum, but fled before the Sheriff's return.
Upon hearing this Bursum remounted a fresh horse and
once more traced the bandit through the wilds of New Mexico and on the seventh day found himself within a few hours
of the desperado. Thinking he could easily capture the bandit on the following morning, he made a dry camp.
The next morning he' realized his mistake. Black Jack
had managed to get to a ranch and barter for a fresh horse.
The owner of the ranch ~ad been a personal and political \
enemy of Bursum so he willingly allowed the criminal to
escape.
Bursum never did capture Black Jack, but several years
later as Superintendent of the Territorial Penitentiary he
had the task of witnessing the hangman's noose around
4. Ibid.
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Black Jack's neck. Black Jack still had the last laugh, however; when the noose was placed around his neck he complained about the inefficiency ,of the operator. In Black Jack's
words, "Hurry please, I don't want to be late for dinner in
hell !"
No account of a Sheriff's life would'be complete without
humor. During the Spanish-American War a great deal of
recruiting occurred in the Territory. The recruiters were so
effective in their arguments that the Spanish-Americans
found it embarrassing to resist signing up. In the midst of
this recruiting Bursum was forced to apprehend several
train robbers. He decided literally to cut them off at the pass,
but he needed a posse. When he rode into town, he could not
locate a single male inhabitant. Although the criminals were'
eventually apprehended, he wondered about the male shortage. When he inquired, he met this answer, "Senor, we think
you recruiting man, and we all hide under our beds."
In the spring of 1896 an indictment for murder was issued against Frank Williams, but he disappeared before he
could be tried. Rumors throughout the county claimed Williams had been murdered. Boldly, his companions led Sheriff
Bursum to the scene of the crime. The camp was in disarray
with blood spattered on Williams' saddle and blanket. At first,
it appeared that Williams had been killed and his body carried away. Bursum was not satisfied with what he saw, so he
took blood samples and had them sent to the University of
New Mexico Zoology Laboratory. The blood belonged to a
horse-Williams was later apprehended. 5
This brief incident in Bursum's life could give the impression that the major preoccupation of the frontier sheriff
was in apprehending dangerous criminals-this assumption
is not true.
Two problems which were chronic were Indian depredations and finances. In the first instance the Sheriff acted as
a moderating influence between Whites and Reds. The local
5. Socorro Chicjtan, September 25, 1896.
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newspapers blamed many of the crimes committed in the
region on the Indians. As one newspaper lamented:
Never a year passes but some of our citizens are murdered by
these red devils, and never a year comes when their agents
give whole bands of them written permission to rove at will
over western Socorro County. It is then that they steal horses,
kill cattle, and murder travelers. 6

Still later the same paper continued the attack:
There is no use wasting words, one life like that of James
Cornell is worth the whole Navajo and Apache nations, and
a stop should be put to these incursions of Indians, and if
their agents and the government who have them in charge
will not stop it and keep them on their reservations, then the
people of the county should arm themselves and drive every
one of them from' Socorro County, and if they will not go
peacefully use force, and while using force use enough to see
that they do not come back. The idea of letting these red
devils out in the fall of the year on the pretext of hunting
when their sole aim is to kill cattle, steal horses and murder,
is something unheard of, and every fall the same thing is repeated in western Socorro County. Our people are sick of it. 7

One of the most illuminating facets of this study was the
financial problems faced by peace officers. For instance, if an
officer left the Territory in search of a criminal he was reimbursed only if the trip was a success. Many times the
officer would try to secure free railroad passage to soften the
burden. One letter will serve to demonstrate this point.
1 have made some trips all ready on requisition papers and
the last failed to get my man. The Territory in any event only
pays the actual expenses of bringing a prisoner from another
state. There is no fee connected with the serving of requisition
papers, and when an officer as agent for the territory fails to
bring the prisoner the territory will allow him nothing. The
very best an officer can expect is to make his actual expenses.
6. SocorTO Chicltan, October 4, 1895.
7. Ibid.
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Now, while I am in favor of bringing all persons charged
with crime before the proper tribunal, so that they may be
brought to trial I cannot afford to run the chances of failing
to arrest the parties wanted and bear the' whole expense
personally. I therefore request from you if after due consideration you may consider my request ... to extend my transportation as far east as Kansas City.8

The railroads supported law officers in this respect. The
fact that Bursum was also an Old Guard Republican did not
hurt him. HoweveI~, if special expenses were incurred in
tracing down robbers for the railroads or the Wells Fargo
Company, they were billed for services rendered.
Federal prisoners were kept in the Socorro County jail
at a cost of sixty cents per prisoner per day. The county
housed its own prisoners at the same location at the cost
of fifty cents per prisoner per day. It seems that even in
Territorial days the Federal Government was subjected to
extra charges. This in turn made the Federal Marshal reluctant to pay even legitimate claims. Only constant pleading of the most humanitarian nature received a response.
This man is a poor man and is (has) been out of money for a
long time and I would be much obliged to you if you would
make an effort to get this matter straightened out promptly.9

If- collecting money from tpe Federal Government was
difficult, then extracting just claims from the Territory was
impossible. Under the TE1rritoriallaw of 1890, a Sheriff was
to be paid mileage at the rate of 121/2 cents per mile actually
and necessarily traveled, to apprehend a criminal within the
Territory. The same law awarded 121/2 cents a mile for the
. prisoner and one guard. Furthermore, the Sheriff, prisoner,
and guard were to be paid $1.00 per day for food and lodging. Although the law was specific in its intentions, the Territorial treasurer seldom lived up to the letter of the law. In
8. H. O. Bursum to Mr. Hurley, July 19, 1895, Bursum Papers.
9. H. O. Bursum to E. L. Hall, August 3, 1895. Ibid.
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fact it became so difficult to reimburse guards that the practice of· using them almost disappeared. Many a Deputy
Sheriff lost his life for the lack of a few pieces of silver.
Not only did the Sheriff have difficulty in being reimbursed for personal outlays from the Territory, but he also
found it virtually impossible to collect rewards which the
Territory posted. In 1893 the claims against the Territory
far exceeded the amount appropriated. The rewards that a
Territory offered were an important part of the Sheriff's
income. Rewards probably added approximately $50 to $100
in additional income to Bursum. His total salary was near
$250 per month. However, part of this salary went to subsidize the income of numerous deputy sheriffs.
The Deputy Sheriff's salary was determined by two factors. In the first instance it depended on the generosity
of the Sheriff and in the second on the generosity of the
town. The town's contribution was about $100 per month.
This combination normally netted a salary of $125 a month
for a deputy. However, documentary material seems to indicate that in smaller communities the townspeople bore the
complete financial burden of law enforcement., However, the
deputy sheriffs were not always sure of their monthly salary
and the Sheriff would have to publish a monthly plea in the
town's newspaper.
To the people of Mogollon:
Gentlemen:
Kindly pay over to Mr. C. H. Kirkpatrick the amount of your
subscription for the month of July, for services rendered as
Deputy Sheriff, during that time, and oblige po

More often than not the plea fell on deaf ears, and generally the Sheriff returned the responsibility back to the
deputy:
I believe it would be best if you would collect the money yourself. It seems to me that, that would be the most satisfactory
10. H. O. Bursum to People of Mogollon. August 12, 1895, Bursum Papers.
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way to all parties. There could be no jealosy [sic] or feeling
on the part. of the business men in dealing with the party
direct, however it makes a little difference to me which way
the money is collected just as long as you get your pay.ll
;

Every month the financial position of the Sheriff and his
deputies balanced on the brink of financial disaster. The salient effect of the position was that it made the sheriffs more
resolute when they tracked a criminal with a reward. Sometimes the Sheriff would exert influence to increase the
reward.
Yes, I have warrant for John Hinton, am very anxious to get
_ him. There is a reward of $200. I think that by doing a little
work we can get it increased to $500. If agreeable I will try
to have it increased and we can divide it. 12

Not only did they try to increase rewards but in some
cases they stretched the meaning of the law to protect their
investment.
Herewith find warrant for Maynard. Be sure and don't let
him go. Don't allow him to talk to any lawyers as he might
try and take him from you in this way. There has been too
much expense involved to let him go now, and I simply sent
you this warrant for your protection.13

Although the Deputy Sheriff's life was similar to that of
a Sheriff he bore a great deal of the burden of law enforcement and had a higher fatality rate. The deputies were appointed by nationality and party affiliation. Spanish-American deputies were appointed in Spanish communities while
Anglo-Americans were appointed in non-Spanish speaking
towns.
The tenure of the Deputy Sheriff was directly tied to the
successful political life of the Sheriff; consequently, both
11. H. O. Bursum to C. Baca, Deputy Sheriff, Mogollon, August 2, 1895, Bursum
Papers.
12. H. O. Bursum to H. W. Loomis, Deputy United States Marshall, Albuquerque,
October 2, 1896, Ibid.
13. H. O. Bursum to Hon Walker, EI Paso, September 16,1895, Ibid.
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men heavily supported their party. Party support was so
extreme on the frontier that it was said that when one purchased a pair of shoes they were either Republican shoes or
Democratic shoes-if one had an attack of appendicitis he
either had a Republican appendix or a Democratic appendix.
The political importance of local sheriffs is a factor seldom understood by writers of western tradition. National
issues and historical figures more often than not determined
the politIcal success of the Sheriff. A key issue in the election
of 1896 was the free and unlimited coinage of silver. When
eastern Republicans adopted a "solid gold" platform Western Republicans found themselves in an embarrassing situation. The issue of free silver was clearly understood by the
Sheriff of Socorro County.
I tell you ... I have canvassed nearly every precinct in this
County, I have the sentiment of the people _throughout the
neighboring Counties .. ; I have the sentiment of the people
... and I say to you when you say that the silver plank referred to will not hold the Silver Republicans in line, you are.
simply erring in your judgement . . . I can name you fifty,
yes one hundred Silver Republicans who will cheerfully support in a substantial manner the Republican ticket, with a
plank for silver. These gentlemen would vote on the other side
on a straight gold platform.
You may say that the coinage of the American product is not
an issue before the people, I say to you if it is not an issue we
will make it an issue.14

Bursum reminded his reader that the Republican Party
of the Territory had supported the increase in the use and
coinage of silver in every election of the past decade. Now
the Party placed itself in the unfortunate position of being
against any further coinage of silver. After reviewing the
Party's past platforms, Bursum lashed out at the Party's
lack of harmony..
14. H. O. Bursurn to R. E. Twitchell, September 15, 1896, Sheriff'8 Records.
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I would rather remain consistent on the whole with the people
even though my view were not althogether [sic] consistent
and in harmony with the Republican party. I believe in party
support. I believe in the principals [sic] that will best serve
the, inte~ests of our people.... If you are willing to sacrifice
the election of our territorial and county ticket for the sake
of being in strict accord with the St. Louis platform I am not
with you. The interests of every true Republican should be the
success of his party.15

Bursum won the election as did the national Republican
candidate, William McKinley. Bursum's career as Sheriff
was a stepping stone into the United State Senate. His political career hit its zenith in 1924 when he was seriously
considered as a vice-presidential nominee, but he refused the
position because of pressing financial difficulties.
(
The Sheriff of the Southwest was an individual turned
hard against the desert. His financial condition was chaotic,
his dreams confined to returning to the parched ranch,but .
he lived the drama of the west even though this memory is
diluted by fantasy.

15. Ibid.

ERNA MARY FERGUSSON
1888-1964
We are gathered here to unite in paying a final tribute to
the life and memory of our beloved friend, Erna Fergusson,
who met death in Albuquerque on July 30,1964, with characteristic ~ourage. Miss Fergusson was sustained in the final
months of her suffering by the beauty of her beloved Sandia
Mountains as seen from her armchair on the porch of her
Veranda Road home, and comforted in the last weeks of her
illness by the presence of her brother, Francis Fergusson,
Professor of Comparative Literature at Rutgers University,
and her sister, Mrs. C. Spencer Browne, of Berkeley.
It is fitting and proper that these services should be held
in the University of New Mexico Memorial Chapel, located on
the campus of the University which awarded her a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1912, and in which she always manifested
such a great interest, beginning with her activities as a student, which included early-day membership in the Phi Mu
sorority and the award to her in 1943 of an honorary degree
of Doctor of Letters. .
"
Any program for the benefit of the University of New
Mexico, whether it be improvement of the physical plant
through construction of new buildings, or any betterment in
the courses of study, received her loyal and active support. No
program of the "Lectures Under the Stars" was complete
without Erna Fergusson's active participation.
Erna Fergusson had a distinguished ancestry on both
sides of her family. Her mother was Clara Huning, a daughter of Franz Huning and Ernestine Huning. Franz Huning
came to New Mexico in 1853, not long after the American
Occupation. He settled in the Rio Grande Valley, madE; Albuquerque his permanent home, participating to a great extent
in the development of the area, particularly after the coming
of the railroad in 1880. On the paternal side"Erna's father,
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Harvey B. Fergusson, born in Alabama, the son of an officer
in the Confederate Army"serving on the staff of Gen. Robert
E. Lee, was an outstanding lawyer in the New Mexico of a
generation ago. Fate played a part in the lives of Harvey B.
Fergusson and Clara Huning, when as a young lawyer Mr.
F~rgusson c"ame to White Oaks, New Mexico, in '1882, from
Wheeling, West Virginia, to represent a client of his firm,
Jacob, Oracraft & Fergusson, involved in extensive litigation
over the Old Abe Mine. Harvey B. Fergusson and Clara Huning were married in early-day Albuquerque. On January 10,
1888, Erna Fergusson was born, named Ernestine after her
grandmother, the name being quickly shortened to Erna.
Erna Fergusson spent her childhood days in and out of
the Huning Castle, built on a part of a seven-hundred acre
tract of Franz Huning's land. For many years the Castle was
a land mark in Albuquerque. In childhood Erna learned the
German language from her grandparents; and she learned
Spanish from playmates in Old Albuquerque, a language
which she later studied seriously, and in which she became
fluent. A part of Erna's childhood and girlhood was spent in
Washington, D.C., where her father was a Delegate in Congress, having been elected from New Mexico to the Fiftyfifth Congress, serving from March 4, 1897 until March 3,
1899. He was subsequently elected as a member of the Sixtysecond Congress inthe first State election, serving from Janu;;Lry 8, 1912 until March 3, 1915. While a delegate in Congress, Mr. Fergusson was successful, on June 21, 1898, in
obtaining the passage of the Fergusson Act, a vastly important statute which granted to New Mexico four million acres
of public domain in trust for the use and benefit in perpetuity
of the common schools of New Mexico.
Educated in Albuquerque, and in Washington, D.C., Erna
Fergusson was graduated in 1906 from' the Albuquerque
High School. Like so many young women of her time, she
began a teaching career after taking· a one-year normal
course at the University of New Mexico. She taught in the
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grades at the Fourth Ward School at Sixth Street between
Roma and Fruit Avenues. The building in which she taught
was torn down some thirty years ago, and replaced by the
more modern Lew Wallace School. Recognizing the need for
further education, Erna Fergusson returned to the UniversitY of New Mexico, obtaining a B.A. degree in 1912, then went
to Columbia University, from which she received an M.A.
degree in 1913. Returning to Albuquerque she taught history
in the Albuquerque High School. When World War I began
Erna Fergusson was anxious to do something for her country
to satisfy the patriotic instinct with which she was endowed.
The American Red Cross seemed to be the place where her
talents would fit best. During 1918 and 1919 she traveled all
over New Mexico, by train, automobile, horseback, and at
times on foot, doing Red Cross work, helping the soldiers at
the front, and their families at home. Needless to say, during
this period her ability to speak Spanish was a great asset.
With World War I at an end, and Red Cross days behind
her, reluctant to return to schoolteaching, Erna Fergusson '
went to work as a reporter for the Albuquerque Herald, no
longer published, with the late Horace Brand Hening as the
editor. While working on the Herald, Erna Fergusson formed
a partnership with Miss Ethel Hickey, for years a member
of the faculty of the University of New Mexico, engaging in
what they were pleased to call the "dude wrangling business."
Together they guided tourists to the Indian Pueblos in New
Mexico, to the Navajo Reservation in New Mexico and Arizona, to the Hopi Indian snake dances. Later on, when the
Santa Fe Railroad began its Indian Detour Service, Erna
Fergusson was employed to organize and direct the Detour
couriers. It was while visiting the Indian Pueblos and the
Indian reservations that Erna Fergusson, already steeped in
the lore of Bandelier, of Charles F. Lummis, and through
study of the Hemenway Expedition Reports, began serious
study of the three cultures, Indian, Spanish, and Anglo, which
directed much of the future course of her life.
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Erna Fergusson's career asa writer began quite by
chance. Witter Bynner, the poet; introduced her in Santa Fe
to Alfred Knopf, a New York publisher; Interested in Miss
Fergusson's conversation about Indians and Indian dances,
Mr. Knopf encouraged her to write a book about her experiences. As a result, Dancing Gods was published by Knopf in
1931. This book was an immediate success. To this day it
stands unsurpassed as an authentic, readable work on southwestern Indians and their ceremonials. The value of the book
was enhanced by the fact that a number of prominent Taos
and Santa Fe artists, in a spirit of friendship and generosity,
gave her permission to illustrate her book with their paintings. Those who have ,read Dancing Gods will recall the reproduction of famous paintings by Robert Henri, Walter
Ufer,E. L. Blumenschein,
Gerald Cassidy, John Sloan, TheoI
dore Van Soelen, Will Schuster, Andrew Dasburg, Frank Applegate, Olive Rush, Victor Higgins and others. Dancing Gods
was later republished by the University of New Mexico Press.
With the success of Dancing Gods, Erna Fergusson began an
entirely new career, which subsequently led to national recognition as an authority on the Southwest, from the dual
aspect of author, and lecturer.
During the thirty years of her creative literary work,
with Knopf as publisher, Erna Fergusson wrote book after
book significantly indicating her far-flung interest in Latin
American countries: Fiesta in Mexico (1934), Guatemala
(1937), Venezuela (1939), Chile (1943), Cuba (1946). From
the aspect of research, I her work was authentic. She spent
many mo~ths in each country of which she wrote; from the
aspect of writing she was a meticulous workman; she would
not tolerate the superficial impression, or the generalized expression.
Raymond Holden, writing in the New York Times on
November 25, 1951, about Erna Fergusson's New Mexico, A
Pageant of Three Peoples, published in 1951, said among
other things:
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This portrait of New Mexico is a real work of art. It is a difficult task to paint the portrait of a region, to give it all its
dimensions, its color and its life. When the region is one
whose history covers the field of human activity from prehistoric man through the Conquistadores to the manufacturers
of the atomic bomb and whose topography ranges from sandy
desert to pine-clad peaks the task is even more difficult.

A Pageant of Three Peoples is scheduled for reissue in a
revised edition on August 24 of this year, by Alfred Knopf,
emphasizing the accuracy of Mr. Holden's review.
Turning from faraway places, Erna Fergusson was the
author of two books of peculiar local interest. In 1947 she
wrote Albuquerque, published by Armitage. This book could
only have been written by someone with much knowledge of
early-day Albuquerque, and a great love of early-day people.
In 1948 her book Murder and Mystery in New Mexico, was
published by Merle Armitage; illustrated by Peter Hurd, of
San Patricio, New Mexico. In this volume, Erna selected some
of the notorious crimes which had been committed during the
previous sixty years, and gave her version of the mysteries
which surrounded them. She dedicated the book to her father,
Harvey Butler F'ergusson, "who believed in law and order."
This book was an outstanding success.
After the shadows closed in on Erna Fergusson, she was
still hopeful that she might live to see the publication of her
book on Clyde Tingley, long-time mayor of Albuquerque, and
for four years Governor of New Mexico. She' had spent a
great deal of time and labor in putting this book together.
She had interviewed Mr. Tingley many times, and had obtained the benefit of his recollections. All those who were acquainted with Clyde Tingley in his lifetime will realize that
Erna Fergusson, in attempting to write about him, had
undertaken something very difficult. Governor Tingley was
not a man given to keeping a diary, to saving any letters he
received, or to keeping carbon copies of his correspondence.
During the latter months of the Governor's life his memory
\
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was not too reliable. Desiring to have the book about Clyde
Tingley accurate and fair to all concerned, living or dead,
Erna worked diligently on it. Unfortunately, she died ~ith
the rn:anuscript still unfinished, but there is no doubt but that
friends will write the closing words and that the book will
.
be pubI.ished.
Erna Fergusson's friends and admirers crisscrossed the
country. Authors, poets, publishers of national repute always
called on her when in or near Albuquerque. New Mexico
writers in particular through the years paid her special tributes of friendship and devotion, among them Paul Horgan,
Witter Bynner, the late Oliver La Farge, the late Haniel
Long, and Angelico Chavez.
Erna Fergusson's contributions to this community, to
New Mexico and its people, were significant, important and
of enduring quality. Active participation in civic projects
spanned her zeal for saving her beloved cottonwood trees
from the inroads of a bulldozer to the preservation of our
heritage through the medium of the Old Albuquerque Historical Society. Her roots went deep into the soil of New
Mexico. She loved it with a passion. New Mexicans were always proud of the fact that she never had any desire to make
her home elsewhere.
In recalling her outstanding characteristics, one remembers especially her loyalty to family, friends, political party;
her sparkling wit; her tolerance, and her compassionate interest in humanity.
Countless friends will cherish her memory always, knowing that her life has enriched theirs.
W. A. KELEHER*

• Address delivered by Mr. Keleher at the Memorial Services on August 1, 1964.

WILLIAM JACKSON PARISH
1907-1964
On May 4, 1964, death came suddenly to William Jackson
Parish, Dean of the Graduate School of the University of
New Mexico. Campus, community, and state, beneficiaries of
the intense, varied activity which Dean Parish crowded into
his fifty-seven years, know his significant achievements. Now
the sharp focus of personal loss further clarifies the man
himself-Bill Parish to all who knew him-in relation to the
work he has left.
Dean Parish once expressed, almost diffidently, his credo,
his conviction that the several disciplines of university and
community must be recognized as interrelated and interdependent. At once apparent was his instinct to place the human being at the center of these interdependencies. As educator, economist, or business historian, he was concerned first
for man; then for man's means and materials.
Even a cursory review of his university and community
service shows his practice of this belief, his obedience to this
instinct. In classroom, committee, administration, and re-.
search at the University, in his forward-looking deanship of
the Graduate School, he strove for improved academic relationships and teaching resources, for the establishment of
the University CoIlege to benefit entering freshmen-concern
for student and standard driving his efforts. His professional
articles in diverse publications bear the mark of the humanist
as weIl as that of the trained economist. In city and state,
awareness of the needs of man guided his activity: his in. vestigations resulting in the New Mexico small loan laws; his
'Presidencies of the Sandia Foundation, the Albuquerque
Council on Foreign Relations, the County Community Council; his work in labor relations; his many directorships, such
as that of the Bernalillo County Tuberculosis Association.
But Dean Parish's special contribution to New Mexico,
his home since the 1930's, is that of the business historian. He
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recognized the treasure in the records of the New Mexico
mercantile capitalists, notably those of the Charles Ilfeld
Company of Las Vegas and Albuquerque, the basis of his
doctoral thesis at Harvard in 1950, expanded in 1961 as The
Charles Ilfeld Company: a Study of the Rise and Decline of
Mercantile Capitalism in New Mexico. Ledger, account book,
and correspondence are here brought to life. Painstaking
tables, charts, and analysis set forth the history of mercantile
capitalism in all its importance. But further, the integrity of
thIs cool Jact is lighted by an imaginative awareness of the
men who shaped the early.New Mexico economy as they
responded to the forces of immigration, frontier fort, and
settlement. A related study additionally mined from these
veins is "The German Jew and the Commercial Revolution in
Territorial New Mexico, 1850-1900," appearing first as the
attractive Sixth Annual Research Lecture of the University
and later in both the New Mexico Quarterly and the New
Mexico Historical Review. In both studies is the sense of men
moving-and moved by-perennial economic forces, figures
in a complex, interrelated pattern, acting beyond the accounting of gain and loss to frame the social and cultural milieu:
Dean Parish saw the movement of early New Mexico
trade as the old Alexandrian-Carthaginian-Roman trading.
story retold on the American frontier through the traveling
merchants of the Santa Fe Trail. After 1830, the sedentary
mercantile capitalists, men like Charles Ilfeld and Max Nordhaus, many of German Jewish origin, dominated the scene.
Their story is Dean Parish's own peculiar province, explored
always with sensitivity to the gentle understanding of Charles
Ilfeld in his dealings with customer and manager, but
with objective a~areness of social implications. The vein can
be light, as he traces the lure of the Butterick sewing pattern,
flicking outward through rural New Mexico from "The Pride
of Las Vegas," the department store close to the heart of .
Charles Ilfeld. More important are the serious insights: for
example, that the maturing, of this mercantile capitalism, as
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it involved the rise of merchant banking and such developments as the partido contract of the sheep industry, gave rise
to some of the more difficult social problems of present-day
New Mexico.
Dean Parish saw, too, the fruits of the cultural sensitivity
and social conscience of the German Jewish merchants, their
fostering of music and drama, of community beautification
in a stark land, their defense of the values of personal freedom, tolerance, and amicable compromise denied in the Old
World and sought so eagerly in the :N"ew.
Through this special focus of historical vision Dean
Parish left his own particular accounting of aNew Mexico,
provincial but touched with the cosmopolitan, catalytic quality of these sedentary merchants, primarily a business history, of course, but a picture of men and the land as well. He
made, too, a beginning of future work in his careful editing of
the reports of the "Young Observer," the traveling staff correspondent in New Mexico, 1902-1903, for the American
Shepherd's Bulletin, recently reprinted in this Review. A definitive study of the sheep and wool trade in New Mexico has
doubtless been lost through Dean Parish's untimely death.
Perhaps it is too early in our history to know the final
measure of these works which give "a local habitation and a
name" to the records of ledger and statistic. But all along,
the large measure of the man has been clear. Let the work of
William Jackson Parish be kept in the New Mexico heritage..
And let the memory of Bill Parish be kept, too, in its true
dimensions of charm and pe:r:sonal force: the sudden smile,
the bqrst of delighted laughter, the stubborn ardor in defense
of an idea, the grace and generosity dissolving disagreement;
the free giving of costly energy and quick conscience to deep
conviction and serious purpose. These the heart remembers,
close woven, interlocked with his written word and active
deed.
KATHERINE SIMONS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO
NEWS NOTES

During our second year of cooperation with the University of New Mexico, now publisher of the New Mexico Historical Review, membership and subscriptions have shown a
gratifying increase to nearly seven hundred.
This issue completes the thirty-ninth volume of the Review, which first appeared in January, 1926, under the editorship of Lansing B. Bloom and Paul A. F. Walter. After the
death of Mr. Bloom, early in 1946, Frank D. Reeve took his
place, serving as editor until his retirement on July 1, 1964..
The Board of Directors of the Society wishes to express appreciation of the fine work he has accomplished during these
years.
The new editor, Eleanor B. Adams, hopes to maintain the
high standards set by her predecessors. To celebrate its birthday, in January, 1965, the Review will appear with a "new
look," designed by (Roland F. Dickey, Director of the University of New Mexico Press, and Miss Adams, to indicate that
the New Mexico Hi3torical Review is forty years young.
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Eagle Pass, Texas, 105
Echarzarreta~, Col. Miguel, 32, 38
Education, religious, 173. See alBo Schools.
Edwards, J. G., sheepman, 131
Ejidos, grant to Refugio Colony, 170-71
El Paso, 18, 23, 30, 109, 169, 170, 174, 178,
191, 192, 233, 259, 267, 269, 279; church,
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El Paso Lone Star, 269
El Tuerto, N.M., 242

INDEX
Elephant Butte Dam, 180
Elephant Park, Arizona, 117
Elias, leader of Mimbres Apaches, 27
Ellison, Samuel, Territorial Translator, 203,
206, 208, 210, 214, 217
Embudo, town, 294, 297
Emmons, Frank, 266, 267, 269
Enchanted Spring, 307, 309, 328
Enriques, Jose, 261, 262, 263
Escalante, Fray Silvestre, see Velez de Escalante.
Escalante Arvisu, Manuel, 93
Escandon, Gov. Jose de, 106-7
Espejo, Antonio de, 108, 240, 244
Espinosa, Dr. Jose Antonio de, 9-11
Evans, Jessie J OJ 257
Ewell, Capt., 276, 277, 285, 293
Ewing, George, 302
Ewing, Nathaniel, 184
Ewing, Priestly, 322
Faraon Apaches, 10
Farmington gang, 270
Farris, Mr., Ohio sheepman, 132
Feather, Adlai, Territories of Arizona, 1631; Origin of the Name Arizona, 89-100
Felipe V, see Philip V.
Fergusson, Erna, 345-50
Fillmore, President, 181-82, 183
Flagstaff, Arizona, 44, 46, 50, 53, 57, 115, 121,
122, 125, 133, 135, 141
Fletcher, Fran~ois, 193, 223
Ford, Col. John S., C. S. A.,.32, 35, 38
Forsyth, Lt. Col. George A.; 257-58
Ft. Atkinson, 183, 313
Ft. Bellefontaine, 184, 185
Ft. Conrad, 193, 209, 211, 213, 221, 274, 275,
278
Ft. Cummings, 257-58
Ft. Defiance, 229
Ft. Fillmore, 22, 100, 192, 216, 217, 233, 259
Ft. Harrison, 184
Ft. McLain, 27
Ft. Thorne, 193
Ft. Union, 183
Ft. Webster, 190, 192, 193, 217, 222, 225,
233, 278, 300
Foster's Hole, see Tinnin Springs.
Fountain, Capt. Albert J., 258-72 passim
Fountain, Lt. Alberto, 262
France, U.S. relations with, Civil War, 33-34
Francis, D. M., partner of Hugh Campbell,
50, 126
Franciscans, 103, 108. See also names of individuals.
Franklin County, Texas, 18
Fray Cristobal, town, 213, 214, 218, 274
Free Silver, 343-44
Friedlein & Morse, merchants, 135-36
Fronteras, Presidio, 96
Fruits, 42-43, 65, 172, 179, 283, 285, 294,
298,299
Fuel, 122, 173, 308, 311
Gadsden, James, 195
Gadsden Purchase Treaty, 18, 89, 99, 171, 196
Galisteo, pueblo, 10, 12
Galisteo Basin, 236, 240, 244
Gallegos, Elena, 5
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Gallegos, Fr. Jose Manuel, 198, 204, 295, 296,
297, 298, 301, 330
GaUegos Relation, 240, 241
Game, wild, 176, 219, 225, 228-32 passim,
241, 305, 307, 308, 311-17 passim, 319, 324
Garcia, Transito, 173, 177
Garland, Gen. John, 284
Garrard, Lt. Kenner, 205
Garrett, J. M., 59-60
Genizaros, 109
Genobey, pueblo, 244
Georgetown Courier, 268
Geyer, Henry S., 195
I
Gila Apache Indians, 10, 193, 223
Gila River, 20, 40, 100, 190, 193, 194, 224,
226, 228, 229, 230, 233, 263, 274
Glasgow, Carr Lane, 201
GlasgoW, William, Jr., 195, 197, 200, 326
Glasgow & Bro., merchants, 304
Glenn, R. H., 30
Golden, N.M., 242
Gomez, Pablo, 263, 272
Gooding, Gov. F. R. (Idaho), 130
Gosney, E. S., sheepman, 44, 45, 126
Gosney & Kilgour, 45-46
Gosney and Perkins' Bank, 126
Government Lands, 129, 140; grazing, 12729 passim, 151
Grains, 10, 42, 171-72, 174, 178, 210, 212, 217,
218, 227, 278, 290, 316, 317
Gran Quivira; 236, 239, 240, 241, 243, 244
Grand Canyon, 57-58, 117, 133, 148
Grand Canyon Reserve, 128
Grand River, 324
Grant, Gen. Ulysses S., 39
Grant County, 30, 267
Grapes, 43, 172, 179,209,227,277,315
Graves, Capt. E. A., 284
Grazing, see Government Lands; Pasturage.
Greene, W. C., 68
Greenleaf, Richard E., Founding of Albuquerque, '1..15
Greiner, John, 210
Guachichiles Indians, 103
Guadalajara, Mexico, 93, 95, 98
Guadalupe, town, see Altar, presidio.
Guadalupe Hidalgo, Treaty of, 20, 89, 169,
188-89
Guadalupe Mountains, 235
Hackett, Charles W., 2
Hall of Fame, New Mexico, 158
Hammond, George P., ,2
Hampson, Chloe, 180
Hanover, N.M., 26
Hansen, W. S., Utah shoopman, 130
Harrington, J. P., 248
Hart, T., sheepman, 140
Hay Creek, 131, 132
.Health Resorts, 62-63, 69, 111
Heintzelman, Maj., 16
Herron, Maj. Gen. F. J., 35, 36
Hibben, H. S., 136
Hibbin, Dennis S., 115, 136
Highway robbery, 335-36
Hillsboro, 265, 272
Hinton, John, 342
Historical Society' of New Mexico, 157-59,
201, 354-55
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Hodge, F. W., 245
Holbrook, Arizona, 148-50, 155
Horse stealing, 257-73, 336-37, 339
Horses, 43, 58-59, 115, 175, 287, 290; race,
58, 64, 67-68, 175
Howard Sheep Co., 123
Howe, Maj. Marshall S., 209, 212
Howgle, Dr., 297
Houghton, Judge Joab, 294, 300, 306, 327
Houston, Texas, 37
H uerfano River, 324
Huffaton, Thomas, 323
Hughs, Jimmy, 263
Hulet, John R., sheepman, 150
Hull, Joseph, 263, 267
Humana Indians, 235-249
Hurtado, Capt. Martin, 4, 12
Hutchinson, C. C., sheepman, 44, 45, 47-49,
120
Images, 176, 177
Independence, Mo., 183, 19i, 317, 322, 323,
325
Independence Mail Stage, 198, 303, 304
Indian Affairs, Superintendent of (1850's),
187, 199-200
Indian art, 124, 144, 154. See also Navajo
weaving.
Indian schools, 75-79, 317
Indian scouts, 337
Indian traders, 147, 150, 152, 153
Indians, 74-79, 104-7, 217, 226; agriculture,
42, 104, 107, 188, '194; ceremonials, 77;
hostilities, 7, 10, 11-12, 16, 27, 93, 97,
181, 184, 187-88, 189, 190-91, 196, 229, 235,
338-39; labor, 102, 103; trade, 12-13, 218.
See also individual Indian groups.
Inquisition, Holy Office of, 7
Insects, 176, 298, 308, 309, 312, 313
Intermountain Sheep Co., Utah sheep firm,
130
Irrigation, 41, 61, 156, 172, 175-76, 180, 193,
228; prehistoric, 41
Irwin, Nat, 264, 265
Isleta, pueblo, 244, 261-62; language, 248
J. R. Allen & Bros., Utah sheep firm, 130
JackSon, President, 186, 332
Jacobs, Ed C., Indian Agent, 284
James Kirke & Bros., Utah sheep firm, 130
Janos, Chihuahua, 224, 259
Jaques, Jose de la Luz) 170
Jemez, pueblo, 7, 283; language, 248
Jemez Creek, 236, 238
Jemez Valley, 238
Jerome Junction, Arizona, 113; 114
Jesuits, accounts of Sonora, 91-97; missions,
104
Jicarilla Apaches, 188
Jila, see Gila.
Jilson, Arthur, 264
Johnson, Lt. Joseph E., 293
Johnson, Pete "Toppy", 264, 265, 270, 271,
272
Johnston, Col. R. H., 323
Jones, J. B., merchant. 120
Jones, Samuel, collector of customs, 24
Jones, William Claude, U.S. Attorney
(1850's), 21, 24, 30

J ornada del Muerto, 23
Jose Nuevo, Apache leader, 222, 231
Joseph City, Ariz., 155-56
Juarez, Benito, 33
Jumano Indians, Bee Humana Indians.
Kansas Indians, 317-18
Kansas River, 322
Kaw Indians, 318
Keesee, Robert, 266, 267
Keith, John E., Idaho Sheepman, 130
Keithly, Levi, 289, 291
Keleher, W. A., Erna Fergusson, 345-50
Ker, Capt. Croghan, 206
Keres Indians, language, 239, 244, 245
Ketchem, Black Jack, 335, 336
Kilgore, Abbie, 180
Kilgour, J. M., 45,47
Kingman, Ariz., 115
Kingsbury, John M., 300, 304
Kingston, 264, 265, 266, 269, 270
Kingston Tribune, 266
Kinney, John, 257-73
Kinney, Juana Pruencia, 261, 263-64
Kinney, Mike, 261, 263-64
Kirkpatrick, C. H., 341
Klamath Pass, 322
La Mesa, 261, 263
La Salle expedition, 105
Labadie, Dr. Lorenzo, 204
Labor, Basque, 153; Indian, 102, 103; Mexican, .46, 48-49, 53, 153; ,Negro, 180; sheep
industry, 46-54, 120, 134, 151, 153
Laboratory of Anthropology Sites, 238, 239,
240,243
Lafon, Fr., 173, 177
Lagunero Indians, 104
Lake Palomas, 259
Lake Valley, 258, 259, 264-69 passim
Lake VaUey Herald, 266
Lamy, Bishop John B., 197
Land, title to, 1-15
Land grants, Mexican, 169-171
Lane, Anne Ewing, 181, 199, 327
Lane, Mrs. Mary Ewing, 182-85 passim,
278,288
Lane, Richard, 184
Lane, Sarah Stephenson, 183, 326
Lane, Victor Carr, 186, 326
Lane, William Carr, biography, 181-200 ;
Diary, 201-34, 274-332
Langworthy, Dr. Elisha P., 213, 302
Las Cruces, 18, 258-72 passim
Las Vegas, N.M., 198, 225, 262, 292-93, 309,
311, 315
Las Vegas Daily Gazette, 262
Law, Judge John, 302, 326
Law, Mexican, 170; Mexican mInIng, 98;
Spanish Colonial 1-15 passim, 170
Law enforcement, 257-73 passim, 333-44
Lea, L., Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 207
Leasburg, 259
Lee's Ferry, 115
Leland, William "Butch," 264,265, 266
Le6n, Guadalupe, 263, 266
Letrado, Fray Francisco, 246
Lexington, Mo., 325, 326
Ley de Juga, 266

INDEX
Liberty, Ohio, 132
Libraries, 62, 113, 139
Limitar, town, 208, 210, 287
Lincoln, President, 16, 17, 33, 183
Lincoln County, 257, 259, 264, 336
Linguistics, Saline pueblos, 235-49
Little Arkansas River, 317
Little Burro Mountains, 225, 226, 230
Little Colorado River, HI, 148, 155, 156
Little Coon Creek, 314
Little Hell's Canyon, 114
Livestock, 43, 64, 67, 115, 123, 142, 171, 172,
176, 275, 276. See also Cattle; Horses;
Sheep.
Lockett, H. C., 51-52
Lopez, Faustino, 261, 263, 270, 272
Lopez, Francisco, 175, 179
Lopez, Pedro, 5
Lopez, Vicente J., 179
Lordsburg, 263, 264
Los Lunas, 262
Lucas, James A., 18-31 passim, 90, 100
Lumber, Ariz., 25, 122, 129
Lyda, Isaac, 272
Lynch, George, 258
McDermott, Charles C., 58-59
MacKenzie, Gen. Ranald S., 258
McKinley, President, 344
McPherson, Judge, 3
Magoffin, James Wiley, 279
Mangas Coloradas, Apache Leader, 194, 196
Manypenny, George, 196, 197
Manzano Mountains, 236, 239, 240, 241, 244,
247, 248
Maricopa County, Ariz., 40-43, 61, 63, 119,
124, 152
Maricopa Indians, 42
Marques, Jose, 170
Marshal, U.S., 264, 340-41
Martinez, Fr. Antonio Jose, 197
Martinez, Lore\tzo, 92
Mason, R., 258
Matamoros, 33, 34
Maximilian, Emperor of Mexico, 33
Mayers,. Abraham G., 285
Mecham, J. Lloyd, 240
Melbourne, H. R., 53
Melendrez, Pablo, 215, 217, 218, 327
Merchants, 124, 134, 150, 151, 153, 174, 335
Meriwether, Gov. David, 194, 195, 198, 284,
285
Mesa, Ariz., 41-42
Mescalero Apache Indians, 192, 218, 235
Mesilla, 18-30 passim, 100,' 169-80 passim,
188, 189, 190, 196, 197, 202, 217, 224, 258,
259, 260, 264, 269, 300
Mesilla VaUey Democrat, 19
Mesilla Valley Independent, 174
Mesquite, 226; beans, 176; root, 173
Messervy, William S., 299, 302
Messervy & Webb, 207, 232, 276, 283, 300
Mexia, swamps of, 5
Mexican Unionists, 32-39
.Mexico, 6, 24, 32-39, 89, 90, 92, 97-98, 16971, 180, 181-82, 190-95, 259, 265
Mezieres, Athanase de, 105-6
Miera, Ignacio, 203, 278, 287
Miguel, Fray Francisc de, 244
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Miles, Col. Dixon S., 216
Mills, 25, 172, 174,178
Mimbres Apache Indians, 27, 193, 223
Mimbres River, 274
Mina de Planchas, 90
Mina del Padre, 90, 98, 99
Minas de Bolas, 90
Minerals, '17, 29, 65, 89-100, 277, 278, 279,
288, 292-93, 301, 304, 305, 309
Mining, 16-17, 24-26 passim, 27, 29, 43,
89-100 passim, 102, 103, 112, 217, 224, 288,
309, 334·35
Missions, Baptist, 205; Methodist, 317, 323;
Saline pueblos, 235
Mississippi River, 322, 325
Missouri Republican, 200
Mogollon, 334, 341
Mogollon Mountains, 152, 156
Monclova, 105
Monroe, President, 184
Monterrey, Francisco, 291
Monterrey, Mexico, 104
Moore, Lt., 313
Moore, A. J., 62
Moorman, Donald R., Hohn O. Bursum,
Sheriff, 333-44
Mora, town, 198, 289, 290
Mora Valley, 290
Morales, Celso, 270, 272
Morales, Estevan, 270, 272
Morrison, A. L., Jr., U.S. Marshal, 264
Mowery, Sylvester, 21, 25, 29
Mudersbach, John, 54-55
Mule Springs, 221, 222, 232, 278
Mules, 274, 287, 294, 306, 308, 313, 314, 316,
317, 318, 324
Murphy, Tom, sheriff, 272
Nacogdoches, 105
Nambe, pueblo, 279, 280, 281, 282
Navajo County, Ariz., 148, 151
Navajo Indians, 16, 142, 143, 188, 207, 293,
339; postal service, 125; Reservation; 119,
125, 142; weaving, 124, 142, 143-47, 154
New Mexico, 3, 4, 14, 334; colonial, 6, 89,
107-8, 235-49; Territory, 16, 18, 19, 20,
23, 28, 30, 31, 130, 169, 181-82, 197, 233,
257, 264, 272, 285, 291-98, 301, 302-3, 329,
333-44
New Mexico Historical Review, ownership,
158
New Spain, colonization, 101..10 paBsim;
viceroy. 9-11, 96, 102, Bee also names of
individuals.
Ne,,;comb, Simon B., 267
Newman, E. B., sheepman, 55, 155
Newspapers, 19, 25, 29, 61-62, 111, 136, 174,
261, 262, 263, 266, 268, 269, 271, 272, 339
Nombre de Dios, mission, 173
Norris, Lt. Charles E., 222
Noyes, Maj. E. J., 36
Nueva Tlaxcala (Taos district), 107-8
Nueva Tlaxcala, San Esteban de, 103-4
Nueva Vizcaya, 97
Nuevo Leon, 106
Nuevo Santander, 106
Nuts, 43, 179
Nutt Station, 258, 264
Nye, William F., 100
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Ocaranza, Fernando, 110
Ojito de San Ramon, 93
Ojo la Vaca, see Cow's Spring.
Old Observer, 40-79, 111-156
Olives, Ariz., 65-66
Onate, Juan de, 108, 240-44 passim 248
Organ Mountains, 26, 278 ; mines, 99
Orrantia, y gna~io, 29, 173, 174
Ortiz, Ramon, 169
Ortiz Parrilla, Col. Diego, 106
Osage Indians, 318
Ostrich breeding, Phoenix, 72-74
Otermin, Gov. Antonio de, 108
Otero, Miguel Antonio, 207, 208, 212, 218, 229,
274, 275, 277
Ouopa, Cp!. Pedro, 259
Oury. Granville Moo 21. 24. 26. 28. 30
Overland Mail Line, 25
Overman, Charles, merchant, 276, 277
Owens, CIarence,- sheepman, 155
Owings, Lewis S., 21, 26, 29

Portezuelo, puehlo, '243
Pottery, Indian, 247
Postal Telegraph, 61, 123
Poston, Charles D., miner, 16, 90, 99, 100
Poston, Samuel, 24
Poultry, 66, 176, 285
Prescott, Ariz., description, 112-13
Prospectors, see Mining.
Provincias Internas, Comandancia General, 3
Puaray, pueblo, 241, 242, 244
Pueblo Blanco, 236. See also Tabira.
Pueblo Indians, 198, 235-49, 279-283. See also
individual groups and pueblos.
Pueblo Pardo, 236, 239
Pueblo Revolt of 1680, 108-9
Punche, 172

Paako Pueblo, 238-48 passim
Padilla, Sheriff Marcial, 28
Paiute Indians, 325
Pajarito, 261
Palomas, 259
Parish, William J., 35i-53
Parras, Santa Maria de las, mission, 104
Paso del Norte, see EI Paso.
Pasturage, 149, 151, 152, 232, 309-19 passim
Pawnee Fork, 314, 316
Pawnee Indians, 318
Pecos, pueblo, 244, 288, 304; language, 248
Pecos River, 19, 293
Pedraza, Eugenio, 261, 263, 273
Peinado, Fray Alonso, 246
Peralta, town, 206, ,212, 213, 286, 287
Perea, Fr. Esteban de, 245, 246
Perea, Jacinto,. 175, 177, 179
Perea, Jose Leandro, 210, 287
Perez de Luxan,. Diego, 241
Perkins, W. W., sheepman, 140
Perkins & Noble, Ariz. sheep firm, 140
Perrin, Dr. E. B., Ariz. sheepman, 118
Philip V, 11,96
Phoenix, Ariz., 40-63 passim, 72, 111-12, 119,
126
Picuris, pueblo, language, 248
Picuris Creek; 290, 293
Pierce, President, 187, 195·
Pierce, L., U.S. Consul at Matamoros (1864),
34-35, 36
Pigeon River, N.M., 274
Pimeria Alta, 94; missions. 92
Pino, Facundo, 288
Pino, Jose de la Luz, 173
Pino, Pedro, see Baca y Pino.
Pinos Altos, Ariz., 27
Pinto, ,Fr., 173
Piro Indians, 240, 244, 245
Pitic, Plan of, 3
Pitt River Pass, 322
Placer Mountains, 293
Plains Indians, 109
Plants, poisonous, 52, 53, 54, 140
Pojoaque, pueblo, 279, 280
Ponce, Indian chief, 194, 223-31 passim
Pope, Capt. John, 205, 211

Rabbit Ear Creek, 292, 308
Railroads, 58, 63, 112, 120, 122, 148, 156, 189,
196, 322, 334, 340. See also Santa Fe Rail-'
road.
Rainfall, N.M. (1853), 283-92 passim, 295,
316; Salt River Valley, 42
Rasch, Philip J., Rustler War, 257-73
Raton Mountain, 292
Rattlesnakes, 228, 231
Ray, Charles, 259, 263, 271, 272, 273
Read; Rev. Hiram Walter, 205
Red River, 106
Reeve; Frank D., ed., Sheep Industry in
Arizona, 40-79, 111-56; mentioned, 2
Refugio, civil colony, 169-71
Reirdon, T. A., sheepman, 123
Republican Party, 340, 343-44
Reyes, Gen., 259
Richardson, Maj. Israel Bush, 216, 217
Riley, John H., 270
Rincon, 258, 259, 267
Rio Abajo, district, 7, 209, 210
Rio Arriba County, 296, 297
Rio de Laguna, 324
Rio de Loza, Rodrigo, 102-03
Rio de Paloma, N.M., 274
Rio del Norte, see Rio Grande.
Rio Grande, 6, 14, 16, 18, 32, 37, 107, 169,
190, 193, 208, 210, 213, 215, 218, 219,' 229,
231, 233, 235, 236, 240, 241, 242, 243, 245,
247, 248; floods (1884-86), 175-77; water
rights, 1-15 passim
Rio Grande Valley, 24, 198, 201, 324
Rio Grande Republican, 261, 271
Rio Mimbres, 190, 222, 231
Rio Puerco, 148, 236
Riordan, Ariz., 120
Roads, 16, 41-42, 177, 193, 194, 297, 305,
306, 311-12, 324
Robledo, N.M., 215
Robles, Dionisio, expedition, 92, 93
Rodriguez-Chamuscado expedition, 238-42
passim, 245, 248
Ross, Gov., .Edmund G., 273
Rucker, Maj. Daniel Henry, ,205, 308
Rustlers, 257-73
Rynerson, Col. William L., 258, 264, 267

Quarai, pueblo, 239, 240, 243, 246,
language, 236
Quelite, as food, 176
Quellotezei, see Gran Quivira.

248;
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Sabinal, town, 210, 276, 278
Sains, Doroteo, 261, 262, 264
Sains, Mauro, 261, 263, 270, 272
Sains, Pancho, 264
St. Louis, Mo., 182, 185-86. 287, 304, 306.
322-29 passim
St. Vrain, Vincent, 290, 294, 326
Salazar, Capt. Francisco. 260, 263, 264. 270,
272

Salazar, Teodoro, 93
Saline pueblos, language, 235-49 passim;
Spanish settlement in, 235
Salt River Valley, 40-43, 61, 115
Saltillo, 103, 104, 105
Salvation Army, 71
San Antonio, Texas, 105
San Felipe, pueblo, 7, 238, 239
San Francisco de los Tlascalans, 105
San Francisco Mountains, 121, 122, 156
San Ildefonso, pueblo, 246
San Juan. pueblo, 242
San Juan Bautista, presidio, 105
San Luis Potosi, 103
San Marcos. puehlo, 242
San Miguel, town, 172, 288
San Miguel County, 297
San Pedro. N.M., 242
San Pedro Arroyo, 240
San Prieto Mountains, 112
San Saba, mission, 106
Sanchez, Franco, 286
Sanchez, Victoriano, 267
Sand Creek, 312, 313
Sandia, pueblo, 204; language, 248
Sandia Mountains, 12
Sangre de Cristo Pass, 324
Santa Ana, pueblo, 7, 238
Santa Barbara, town, 193, 219-34 passim
Santa Cruz de la Canada, 295, 296
Santa, Fe, 24, 29, 107, 108-10, 181-95 passim,
233, 246, 260, 278-98 passim, 303, 322, 324,
327; archives 20; cabildo, 6-7, 11, 12; U.S.
Consul at, 20
Santa Fe County, 301
Santa Fe Mail Stage, 183
Santa Fe New Mexican, 263
Santa Fe Railroad, 58, 63, 113-23 passim,
133, 139, 147, 148, 155, 156
Santa Fe River, 108
Santa Fe Trail, 16. See also Roads.
Santa Maria, Fray Juan de, 240, 241
Santa Maria de Grado, 12. See also Galisteo.
Santa Rita, mines, 309
Santo Domingo, pueblo, 7, 242
Santo Tomas, population, 217
Santos, see Images.
Sapello River, 288, 293
Sawyer, E. A., 55
Sayers, Thomas, 130
Scholes, France V., 2, 246
Schools, 61, 123-24, 173~74, 175, 179-80, 290.
See also Indian Schools.
Schroeder, Albert H., Language of the
Saline Pueblos, 235-49 ; cited, 194
Scorce, J. L., merchant, 151-53
Sears, Phildelia, 180
Seely, John H., Utah sheepman, 130
Seligman, Ariz., 46, 122
Sellers Station, 258
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Seven Rivers, 235
Sever, Estevan, 178
Shannon, John, 265, 269
Shaw, Deputy Sherifi', 337
Shawnee Indians, 320, 323
Sheep, industry in Ariz. (1905-06), 40-79,
(1906) 111-56; N.M., 172, 275-76. See
also Wool.
Sheldon, Gov. Lionel A., 258, 263, 264, 269,
270, 271
Shoemaker, Ellen, 306
Shoemaker, Capt. William R., 306
Shriners, 70-71
Sierra, Margarito, 261. 262, 272
Sierra Blanca, 235
Sierra de Puaray, 244
Sierra Gorda, 106
Sierra Morena, see Manzano Mountains.
Silver City, N;M., 19, 258, 266, 268, 271
Simmons, Marc, Tlascalans in the Spanish
Borderlands, 101-10
Simons, Katherine, William J. Parish, 351-53
Simpson, Gen., 290
Slinger, Lt., 206
Smith, E. T., Ariz. sheepman, 114
Smith, Frank, servant of Gov. Lane, 183,
200-18 passim, 275, 283, 289, 294, 300-10
passim
Smith, Hugh N., 288, 302
Smith, J. M., 194
Smith, Rev. Lewis, 298
Smithsonian Institution, 326, 332
Socorro, 11, 209, 240, 259, 286, 300
Socorro County, 334-43 passim
Sonora, 19, 89-100 passim, 259
Southwest Sentinel, 261-72 passim
Spanish-American War, 338
Spiegelberg, S. J .• merchant, 276
Stage service, 304, 313, 335
Stanislaus Co., sheep breeding firm, 119
Steck, Dr. Michael, 300, 302
Steele, Capt. William, 213, 275, 286
Steen, Maj. Enoch, 190-96 Passim, 222, 229,
231
Stephenson, Hugh miner, 99, 191, 216
Stone & Snyder, see Stanislaus Co.
Sumner, Col. E. V., 187. 192

Tabira, pueblo, 239, 243, 246
Tajique, pueblo, 236, 239, 246
Tamaulipas, 33
Tanner, David, 335-36
Tano Indians, 240, 248
Taos, pueblo, 198; called Nueva Tlascala,
107-8; language, 248
Taos, town, 290, 291, 293, 324
Taos County, 293
Taos Valley, 291, 293
Taovaya Indians, 103
Tarascan Indians, 103
Tecolote, town, 288, 292
Tecumseh, 184, 323
Tegua Indians, see Tewa Indians.
Tenab6, pueblo, 239, 240
Teran, Domingo de, 105
Tesuque, pueblo, 203, 323
Tewa Indians, 242, 246
Texas, I, 18, 19. 33, 34, 35, 104, 105, 106,
107, 190, 196, 210, 283
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Thomas, Francis J., court clerk, 303
Thornton, William T.,,264, 267, 268
Tiguex province, see Tiwa province.
Tihua Indians, 8~e Tiwa Indifins.
Tihues, 245, 247. See also Piro Indians.
Tijeras Canyon, 239, 243, 244
Tinaja Spring, 219, 221, 232, 234'
TioRs, see Tiwa Indians.
Tithes, 217
Tiwa Indians, 236, 239, 240, 241, 242, 244,
245, 246-47
Tlascala, Gregorio de, 108
Tlascalan Indians, 101-10
Tobacco, Bee Punche.
Toltec Indians, in Arizona, 41
Tompiro Indians, 245, 247
Tonto D3.m, 1.1~1.2
Tornillo, beans, 176; wood, 108
Torres, Guadalupe, 263
Torres, Pedro, 208, 276
Trade, 218; with Indians, 12-13. See also
Indian traders.
Treaties, Gadsden Purchase, 18, 89, 171, 196;
Guadalupe Hidalgo, 20, 89, 169, 188-89;
Indian, 194, 223
Trinity River, 105
Trujillo, Luisa de, 5, 6, 7
Trujillo, Martin, justice of the peace, 263
Tubac, 16, 99
Tucson, 17, 21, 22, 26, 27
Tuley, Murray F., 205, 285, 297, 302
Tun'gee Pueblo, 238, 242
Tunque Arroyo, 238, 239, 240, 242
Twitchell, Ralph E., 201
Tziqui Indians, 244
Ulibarri, Juan de, 6, 12, 13
University of New Mexico, Zoology Laboratory, 338
Valverde; town, 213, 219, 233, 274
Van Patten, Capt., Eugene, 258, 260, 270,
271
Vasquez de Coronado, Francisco, 107, 248
Vegetation, 122, 208, 213, 219, 225, 226, 227,
229, 290, 301, 305, 306, 307, 314, 315, 318,
319
Veinte Reales, Mimbres Apache, 231
Velasco, Jose Francisco, quoted, 90-97, 99,
100
Velasco II, Luis de, Viceroy, 102
Velez de Escalante, Fray Silvestre, 110, 246

Verde River, 40
Veron, A., French Officer, 35-36
Vetancurt, Fray Agustin de, 246, 248
Volcanic formations, 117, 121, 233
W &gons, 274, 304, 306, 312, 313, 315
Walton, R. B., 57-58
Want, Marguerite Taylor, Crumbling Adobes
of Chamberino, 169-180
'Ward, Charlie, 334
Ward, John, 211, 212, 215, 217, 229, 231,
324
Washington, D.C., 327, 328, 330
Water, 61, 128, 133, 138, 149, 151, 177, 289,
305, 306, 307, 310, 313, 1ll8, 329; pueblo
rights doctrine, 1-15 passim. See also
Irrigation.
Watts, John, 264, 265, 266
Watts, Judge John Serbie, 302
Webb, James Josiah, see Messervy & Webb.
Weightman, Richard, 189
W~lIs Fargo Company, 340
Western Union, 61, 123
Wetzler, Julius, merchant, 153
White Mountain Apaches, 218
White Mountains, 141
Whiting, David V., 324
Whittington, ,Charles H., mail agent, 316,
317, 318, 323
Whittmore, C. E., sheepman, 155
Wilkinson, Gen., 326
Williams~ Ariz., 114; description, 116-17
Wilson, 'Mrs. Newton R., 201
Wingfield, E. H., Indian Agent, 193, 196,
197, 223; 231, 232, 285
Winslow, Ariz., 119, 138-41, 143, 147
Wisconsin State Historical Society, Library,
201
Wood, Dave, Sherifi', 270, 271, 272
Wool, 126, 172; markets for, 50, 52, 142,
149; Mexican, 142; prices, 46-60 passim,
141, 150. See also Sheep; Navajo Weaving.
Yaeger, Henry C., sheepman, 55-56
Yaqui Indians, 91, 94
Yavapai, plains, 40
Yavapai County, 113
Zacatecas, 103
Zia, pueblo, 7
Zuiii, pueblo, 239, 301
Zuniga, Ignacio, 92
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